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Who Says CP/M is Dead? 
by Frank Morton 


Since my last article was about FOG’s intention to try to 
help our users who need support for the non-CP/M operating 
systems they may have to use, it seems logical to balance it 
this month with comments about ‘‘good old” CP/M. This be- 
ing the month of Thanksgiving, | believe we have a lot to be 
thankful for in the way of CP/M software and support. 

Without a doubt, number one on my hit parade of favorite 
blessings related to CP/M has to be Dave Rand’s public do- 
main program NSWEEP. It has been so long since | have used 
PIP, STAT, or even COPY for that matter, that | might have dif- 
ficulty if | had to use them without reference to a textbook. 
True, there are now SWEEP-like programs available for 16-bit 
machines, but | still think of it ina CP/M context. | think it was 
NSWEEP that made many of us first aware of the usefulness of 
different user levels on each drive. NSWEEP makes file man- 
agement a pleasure rather than a chore. It is without a doubt 
the primary utility for computer users that | know about. 

Some people complain: ‘‘They aren’t writing software for 
CP/M anymore.” While it is true some programs such as 
SuperCalc3 and dBASE III are not available for CP/M (in gen- 
eral they have graphics capabilities that wouldn’t work on 
many CP/M computers), there IS STILL software being written 
for CP/M! Some commercial software writers are doing quite 
well ‘mining the niches”, and writing for the ‘forgotten’ 
CP/M market. The public domain authors have not given up 
on us either. 

On a par with NSWEEP is the MODEM7xx series of modem 
software and the matching XMODEM program which makes 
file transfer to and from Bulletin Boards possible. We have Irv 
Hoff and many others to thank for this. Now you will be soon 
seeing IMP and KMD software (from Irv Hoff) showing up on 
the Bulletin Boards. Downward-compatible with MODEM7xx, 
IMP will allow batch transfer of files, i.e., you won't have to do 
it only one file at a time. Meanwhile KMD will allow the 
transmission to be sent in one Kilobyte blocks, rather than 
128 bytes at a time (KMD is also downward compatible with 
XMODEM, | believe). This will greatly speed up transfer of 
larger files. This is exciting, new, emerging software technol- 
ogy. Who says no one is writing for CP/M anymore? 

In addition to the public domain software, all one has to do 
is to read the adds in the current FOGHOAN to see many useful 
commercial programs that are being made available for CP/M. 
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One such program is PRESTO! from Spectre Technologies 
(better known as Dave Grenewetzki to us old-timers). | haven't 
felt a compelling need for SuperCalc3 or dBASE IIl (the 2 or II 
versions are plenty powerful for my needs), but the MS-DOS- 
only program, SIDEKICK, has always sounded like it might be 
useful. Now we have basically the same program in PRESTO! 
for all Kaypro and Osborne CP/M computers. | don’t have it as 
of this writing, but it is certainly the answer to a logical need 
for CP/M users. 

As you have seen in the Microtech and G2 Systems Design 
ads, there is also a program called SKEYS from INOVA which 
combines the benefits of PRESTO! and SmartKey and then 
some. It is more expensive (but still quite reasonable) and 
available for the Osborne Executive only; but it is a very potent 
utility when you master all its capabilities. | see in the Septem- 
ber, 1985 FOGHORN there is an ad for Write-Hand-Man which 
also claims to be a SIDEKICK for CP/M users. | don’t have any 
feedback on this program yet, but it is another new program 
written for CP/M 2.2 users only. 

As you should be well aware by now the UNIFORM and Me- 
dia Master programs have been available for some time. They 
allow you to change the format on your disks and even of one 
of your drives. This allows us to transfer data files and in some 
cases even program files from one CP/M machine to another 
(to some MS-DOS machines as well). Now we have available 
Media Master Plus, an even more potent program in that it in- 
cludes ZP/EM, which is an emulator program that effectively 
transforms an IBM PC into a CP/M 2.2 computer (with 
Osborne, Kaypro or Zenith terminal emulation). These pro- 
grams have made it much easier for FOG to support many 
CP/M machines using 5-1/4” drives, rather than only the 
Osbornes that we began with. We are all becoming so accus- 
tomed to using these programs that it is easy to forget that 
they were created to fill a need for CP/M users. 

In addition to the above, the September FOGHORN carries 
ads for REMBRANDT, THE ENHANCER, and FLASHPRINT. 
REMBRANDT (also from Spectre Technologies) allows you to 
do business graphics on Kaypro and Osborne computers. THE 
ENHANCER, from Sudden Products Group, allows you to in- 
stall any version of WordStar to support the special features of 
modern high quality dot matrix printers without the need to 
understand all the patching techniques described in various 
FOGHORN issues. FLASHPRINT from Flashlite Software also 
helps you to embellish WordStar with special characters as 
well as other printing enhancements. It is available in CP/M 
and MS-DOS versions. 

In the area of hardware, | personally think that the VIXEN is 
areal advance in the state of the art for truly portable and po- 
tent CP/M computers. There are many disk drive upgrades 
and RAM-disk upgrades to make our “lowly” Kaypro and 
Osborne computers very powerful. 

The WestWind modifications even allow expansions that 
permit the use of giant supersize SuperCalc2 spreadsheets on 
Osborne computers. Hard disk prices are falling making them 
available for almost anyone. Plus, many mods or original 
equipment availability make it possible to acquire portable 
computers with built-in hard disk capability. When | think that 
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it was not that long ago that a HP45 calculator with its nine- 
memory capability was quite a buy at $495, it boggles the 
mind! (Yes | still have mine and | still use it at work.) 

Last, but not least in the area of hardware is the very excit- 
ing and inexpensive SB180 Single-Board Computer designed 
by Steve Ciarcia which was described in the September and 
subsequent issues of BYTE magazine. It uses the Hitachi 
HD64180 CPU chip (which is code-compatible with the 280) 
but directly addresses 512K bytes. The SB180 is a 29-chip 
equivalent of a large S-100 system. 

This computer fits on a 4” x 7-1/2” board and has 256K 
byte RAM, 32K byte EPROM, 2 RS-232 serial ports, a 
Centronics parallel port, and a single/double density floppy 
controller which will handle a mix of up to four 3-1/2, 5-1/4, 
or 8 inch drives. It has disk-based software which includes 
the Z-System DOS (based on ZCPR public domain software), a 
debugger and HD64180 assembler. 

Written entirely in Z80 assembly language, the Z-System is 
downward-compatible with all CP/M 2.2 software and takes 
advantage not only of the Z80 instruction set, but also of the 
Hitachi HD64180 CPU. 

| urge you to get September and later BYTE issues that de- 
scribe this marvelous machine, how it works, where it is avail- 
able as a complete kit, etc. 

For approximately $500 for an assembled and tested kit, it 
is a remarkable bargain (though you still need to add drives 
and a terminal). The articles go into a lot of detail, but you 
don’t have to be a “hacker” to get one up and running, be- 
cause so much of the work has already been done on the kit 
and the software package that is available. : 

So it seems to me that CP/M is far from dead at this point in 
time! | think as CP/M users, we have a great deal to be thank- 
ful for by way of computing power for the people on this 
Thanksgiving of 1985! 

We at FOG hope your holiday is a joyous and pleasurable 
one spent with family and friends who are important to you! 

CHEERS! 
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Best of Volume Il Released 
by Gale Rhoades 


For those newer members as well as longtime members who 
are missing a few of the back issues of the FOGHORN, | am 
pleased to announce that we have finally completed the Best of 
Volume tl. This 180-page volume is available for $10. We will 
normally ship this via Third Class mail, so if you are in a hurry 
to have your copy, be sure to include extra to cover First Class 
delivery. 

As we did with the Best of Volume I, we have reprinted all of 
the articles and most of the editorials and the reports while 
omitting the advertising. This volume took over a year to com- 
pile and comes complete with an index to the many helpful 
hints. 

| would like to take this opportunity to remind the members 
to check the FOG Member Merchandise section at the back of 
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each issue. Here you will find listed those goodies which are 
available from the FOG office. 

For those who have missed the announcement of the FOG 
Starter Disk, this disk (or disks, depending on your format) is a 
Collection of utilities which we think every member MUST 
have. Included are the tools needed for facilitating access to 
the FOG Disk Library or programs downloaded from an RCP/M 
system. Also included are tools to recover erased files or to 
restore damaged disks. 

FOG is not the only source for these programs. Where a 
member obtains a copy of these programs is far less important 
than having them available in times of need. Many of the calls 
we get at the office are from members who need help coping 
with a disaster. If these programs are handy, we can often lead 
the caller through the salvage process. But without these 
tools, often we can offer very little assistance. 

The time to get the information and tools you might need is 
before a crisis arises. The back issues of the FOGHORN contain 
many helpful hints which will not be repeated in future issues. 
The Starter Disk programs, in addition to helping you recover 
lost work, can save you hours of labor and frustration in oper- 
ation of any computer. 
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NOW YOU CAN GET YOUR MESSAGE 
ACROSS IN BANNER STYLE LETTERING. 


The Banner Program prints 8° or 11" upper and/or 
lower case characters in requiat and inverse Letters 
ate composed of any characters you choose This 
easy to use program works on any CP*M or MS.D0S 
system with 64K memory and any printer. The Banner 
Program is tun like any other COM or EXE tile and 
includes A fo Zu.sttuctions Whether you are operal- 
Ing 2 business oF having fun at home, this program 
has many applications — BANNER 

ORDERING INFORMATION To order the Banner Program 
send $18.95 plus $2.00 smpping. Catitornta residents 
add 6 sales tax To Custum Program House. PO Box 


4710. Berkeley CA 94702 Please specity format and 
quantity VISA & MASTERCARD Accepted 


PC) MS-DOS 8 CPM 


PLUS SHIPPING 
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CPI CUSTOMPROGRAMHOUSE 


PO Box 4710. Berkeley. CA 94704.(415) 652-8222/24 Hr. Service 
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[For reasons that lam not going to mention here, the following 
letters took a very long time to find their way to me, in San 
Jose. I’m sorry that this happened; at least now you will know 
that | didn’t just throw them away. Most were submitted as 
hard copy and many of the authors have received some re- 
sponse from the FOG office (so I'm told). As you can see | have 
included the date with each; some of them were written a year 
ago. | feel very bad about this situation — | just don’t know 
what else to say. David] 


Dated December 2, 1984 

Dear FOGpeople 

,- Just a note to say thanks while renewing my subscription to 
FOGHORN. | started subscribing when it looked as though both 
Osborne and the Portable Companion were going away. There 
isn’t an issue of the FOGHORN | haven't enjoyed and learned 
from and, of course, | want to keep on getting it. 

I've had several bouts of BDOS errors. The Bit Bucket, here 
in Newton, has been helpful in trying to find the source of the 
problem, but the last time | brought my Osborne 1 in they said 
they just couldn’t find anything wrong (and didn’t charge for 
trying!). 

Through FOGHORN, | learned that | might have a“‘lazy drive 
B,”’ and, sure enough, booting up first on the drive B has dras- 
tically cut-down on BDOS errors. A few remain and even 
though | am now religiously backing up everything, it is hard 
to work as much on the machine as | do (and my wife too for 
her work) wilt the feeling that ‘each save-to-disk is a small 
risk. 

I'm getting a cooling fan. I’m going to use better disks, be- 
Cause there have been one or two instances when | could save 
to a Maxell disk but not a Control Data. I’m timid about going 
inside but if necessary I'll do that to try to clean internal 
connections as some of the FOGHORN letters have suggested. 

Most of what | do with a computer is word processing. I’ve 
worked intensively with four systems now (UNIX on a 
mainframe, WordStar on the Osborne, WordStar on an IBM PC, 
and WordStar on a Kaypro), and it seems to me that Osborne 
+ WordStar is pretty much all that anyone would want . ... if 
only writing to disk could be made absolutely secure. 

Letters in the FOGHORN led me to Nuevo for an 80-column 
upgrade. Let me join the chorus of praise for Nuevo’s product, 
which was easy to install and works beautifully. 

Sheldon H. White 
Newtonville, MA 


Dated November 28, 1984 
Disk Labeling Tips 

Two products are available in stationary stores that I find 
extremely useful in helping me tabel my disks and keep track 
of their contents: Scotch Post-it Cover-up Tape (which is 
opaque white) and Scotch Removable Transparent Tape. 
Here’s how and why | use them. 

| dislike using regular disk labels because | find them dif- 
ficult to remove when | want to change the label (and one 
doesn’t want to build up a thick layer of labels). | use them only 
for program disks that | know I'll be keeping. On most of my 
data disks, | simply tear off a small piece of Scotch Post-it 
Tape and use it as a disk label. I’ve found it sticks best if | 
apply it directly over the name label that most disk manufac- 
turers put on their disks. Occasionally it won’t stick well to the 
material of the disk envelope itself, but usually it’s OK. When 
you want to change labels, it peels right off — it’s a snap. 

How about a detailed list of the contents of the disk? Well, 
there are several programs in the FOG library that enable one 
to print the contents of a disk onto an address label. 

Trouble is, they require one to load address labels into the 
printer (I don’t use them very often) and they’re hard to remove 
when you want to change labels. So here’s what | do instead. 

First, directly from the CP/M A> prompt, | instruct my 
Epson RX-80 printer to print condensed with 1/8” line spac- 
ing. On my printer, you simply toggle the print on “P (control 
P), and send ESCAPE-0 (that’s zero) and “0 (control letter 0). If 
you have another make of printer, check your manual for the 
character codes it uses. 

Then, with the program disk in drive A and the data disk in 
drive B, | use the directory program D.COM (which | think is 
fabulous), and enter D B <DISKNAME>. That produces a hard 
copy printout of the contents of the disk, with the name or 
identifier of the disk right at the top. D.COM doesn’t mind if 
you insert informational material after its basic command. An- 
other nice thing about D.COM is that you can keep switching 
disks in drive B and immediately use D.COM again without 
having to log a change. 

Finally, | cut out the little disk directory from the printout 
and tape it to the disk envelope using — you guessed it — 
Scotch Removable Transparent Tape. Now, when | want to 
change the directory or use the disk for something else, 
there’s no struggling with stubborn, sticky labels. 

Phillip Greenberg 


Sacramento, CA 
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Havea Contribution? 


Please refer to the FOG Membership Information brochure 
(which is sent to each member with the FOG membership card) 
for information about submitting material to the FOGHOAN or 
to the disk library. 
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Dated March 2, 1985 
Dear Mr. Oates 

My wife and | have been members of FOG for almost a year 
now. Prior to that we were active in NOVA, the Northern Vir- 
ginia Osborne Users Group. The help and assistance we have 
received from NOVA and FOG have far outweighed the costs of 
our memberships. It is nice to see that other people have what 
we thought were problems that might be considered too low a 
level to ask about. 

My wife, Lisa, is a Foreign Service Officer assigned to 
Mexico. | left my position in Washington to join her. Needless 
to say | have had a lot more time than her to learn some of the 
ins and have found a number of great shortcuts (with many 
more to be found | am sure) to WordStar and dBASE Il. In the 
process, | have also found some that have not yet been re- 
ported and would like to pass them on. 


1.) Alan Chattaway’s suggestion (January ‘85 FOGHORN for 
confirming pairs of boldface commands — ~QF*PB 2) gave 
me an idea for making sure that all my screen notes for dBASE 
were Surrounded with quotes. | did the same thing using “* in- 
stead of “PB and boy does it work well! For those not fortunate 
enough to have read this little tip by Chattaway here is my 
version: 


After writing the command file in WordStar type “QF. An- 
swer FIND with “; then answer OPTIONS with 2. If you end up 
at the beginning of a command line you have an error some- 
where behind you. At that point again type “QF, answer FIND 
with “ and options with B (or b) for a backwards search. And 
there you are. 


2.) My wife and | have been working on a major report that re- 
quires several tables drawn from a large dBASE file (1225 files 
with over 15 fields at 157K). At first | tried to pull out the in- 
formation we needed by working with the entire file. To do a 
simple analysis took over one hour. Thinking that a smaller 
dBASE file would go faster | began to experiment with com- 
mand files that would copy only the fields we wanted to study 
to a temporary file and then doing the study. 

It worked! Now most of the studies take only 10-15 minutes 
from start to final hard copy. By throwing in a few deletes and 
packs (of those items no longer needed for the study) | was 
able to help speed up the process even more. Below is a simple 
format | used. For some reason the highest memory storage is 
maintained even after deletions and packs have reduced a file 
from 500 to 0 records. (I would be interested if everyone has 
had this problem.) [As you probably know by now, that is a 
well known problem — it happens to everyone. David] So | 
found it very helpful to delete the temporary file and to start 
from scratch. Since my primary file is so large | had to be sure 
that there was enough room on my program disk to hold the 
command file and temporary dBASE file. For purposes of con- 
tinuity and clarity | call the temporary file TEMP. Also, as a 
matter of housecleaning | release all memory variables, SET 
TALK OFF, close all files and include messages to the screen 
as to what is going on inside the Ozzie. Finally, | capitalize 
TEMP in my message as a simple reminder of the file's name. 


Sample dBASE Il Command File for Studying 
Specific Information from a Large dBASE File 


USE 

SET TALK OFF 

@ 10.10 say * ‘Deleting old TEMPorary file!'* 

Release all 

Delete file A: Temp 

erase 

@ 10,10 say **Now creating the TEMPorary file for study!'" 
USE B:« filename) 

copy structure field (list fields) to A:temp 

Append from B:( filename) [for (conditions) ] 

erase 

@ 10,10 say **Now we begin to study the TEMPorary file.’ 


Now-all you have to do is write the rest of your command 
file. Be sure to SET TALK ON and to put a USE at the end of the 
file as well. This helps keep things nice and neat. 


3.) Some tables are best exhibited by using the ZIP command 
(@ <coordinates> say); others by creating a third dBASE 
file to store the results and then use a report form. The prob- 
lem with a report form is that it is very difficult to read long 
forms without the fear of getting confused as to which column 
goes with which row. That is easily corrected by setting the 
ALTERNATE ON (having first selected a name for the al- 
ternate). This is easily put into the command file. Then leave 
dBASE and go to ZIP. 

Using the /H and /V you can make column and row markers 
every fifth row or so. After saving that, | usually go into 
WordStar to add appropriate dot commands to set the Page 
Offset, usually to 0 (.PO 0). Also in WordStar, you can make a 
title and subtitle for the report without caring about the 54 
character limitation imposed by dBASE. Finally, bold-face and 
underlining make a nice looking report. 

| admit that | have not yet found any easy way to create the 
third dBASE file without having to actually use the CREATE 
command. Since the fields often need to be designed to re- 
ceive different information from the TEMP and primary files. If 
anyone can tell me if this can be done easily, | would be very 
grateful. 1 

To help do all of this | designed two special disks. One has 
WordStar and ZIP and the other has dBASE and WordStar. By 
creating special function keys (SFK) for each, | am able to 
move easily back and forth between the two. | freely admit that 
this was not my idea. Someone wrote it up in the FOGHORN 
many moons ago. 


4.) One thing that | have done that | have not yet seen in any 
FOGHORN, is to have in each of my program disks a SFK (I use 
“9) to reset the system easily between different programs 
when | change disks. This will only work if the SETUP com- 
mand is on the new program disk. The pattern is: 


A: 2°C(space bar)SETUP (space har)A (space bar) © 
(space bar)M 


where > = Carriage return; (space bar) = using the space 
bar. 
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This should be executed AFTER you have switched pro- 
gram disks. This SFK will return you to drive A, which is 
important if you have been using WordStar logged in drive B 
and does no damage if you have been using any other program 
that takes you to the A> prompt in CP/M. The “C clears the 
system making it ready to accept a new disk. The spaces are 
needed to give the program time to catch up with the SFK. 
What it will do is take the SETUP command from the new pro- 
gram disk and load into the computer’s memory. 

| am now working on a few other new ideas (at least new to 
me). If they all work out ! will pass them on to you. 

Again, | can not fully express my appreciation for all the 
help that FOGHORN contributors have given me in making bet- 
ter and more efficient use of my Osborne. The thing that I have 
liked most about the FOGHORN is that by and large there are no 
assumptions that each one of us have a Ph.D. in computers. 
This makes FOGHORN one of the unique computer newsletters 
in the land. Keep up the good work. 

. Daniel E. Kubiske 
Laredo, TX 


[Aphone call to the 202 number providing information on U.S. 
citizens in Mexico after the earthquake in September revealed 


the Kubiskes were safe. Editor] 
eee ees s 


Dated December 24, 1984 
Some Osborne 1 Tips and Observations 

Recently when my drive B went down, | realized the need for 
using SC2 on one drive. Normally, my .CAL files are stored on 
drive B. Some of these were crucial and the thought of not be- 


- jng able to access them hit home. 


In order to increase the available room on drive A, erase all 
files except SC2.COM and SC2.0VL (put them on a copy of 
course). SC2 will not load without SC2.HLP file present on the 
disk, so save a blank file named SC2.HLP, which only takes up 
1K of space. (WS may be used to save the file.) This leaves 
about 135K free on a DD disk for XDIR.COM and your .CAL 
files. 

Keep your working files on drive A, Saving with the 0 option. 
Save backup copies on drive B also using the 0 option. This 
method avoids cluttering up the disks with .BAK files, and you 
still have backup files on another disk, which is safer than 
having them on the same disk. Of course if you use SDI or 
DATTIM, those files must be left on the disk. 

If you should hit ? by mistake, just press return to get back 
to the program. Since | accidently erased my only copy of SC1, 
| can't say whether or not this works on that version of SC. 

With DD drives, WS disks may be set up in the same man- 
ner. If you don’t need the help menus and MailMerge, erase 
these; also the sample files on the A WS disk. This only works 
for small files — letters etc. Keep erasing the .BAK files and 
Save Separate backup copies on a disk in drive B. 

A tip from BYTE on using WS is worth repeating — for 
repetitive letters, reports etc., use the same file name and then 
use a number for the extension, as FN.1, FN.2, FN.3. WS will 


Ee 
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then only make one .BAK copy for all FN files, thus saving 
space and you won’t have to keep erasing all those .BAK files. 

A drawback of TURBO Pascal is the inability to print the 
contents of variables while in the debugging stage of program 
development. An easy way around this is to include some ex- 
tra ‘Write’ statements which print the contents of suspect 
variables in appropriate spots of the program, followed by a 
time delay. 

Example: 


Writeln(Year :5,Month:8): Delay(2000): {2 seconds} 


A two or three second delay allows enough time to note the 
values before the program starts again. After the debugging 
stage is completed, simply erase the extra statements. 

| have not noticed anything written about one of the 0-1 
specs which make the screen resolution superior to most 
other computers in it’s price range. The screen display uses 
240 lines — almost the greatest possible without interlacing 
the vertical sweep. The character box has 10 lines in the verti- 
cal direction — 240/24. Many computers, like the IBM PC use 
200 lines. This gives 8 lines/character — 200/25. Thus, the 
0-1 has 20 percent better resolution vertically. 

Many lower priced units only use 192 lines. Some comput- 
ers, like the Corona, use 325 or 400 lines, obtained by drawing 
each line on the screen in between the lines drawn by the last 
field. This is called interlacing and is what your TV set does, 
or at least, what it is supposed to do. 

Also, during the horizontal sweep, practically all the space 
between the blanking pulses is utilized. Many computers, 
especially those designed to also work with TV receivers, do 
not use all of the sweep-for-screen information. Most TV re- 
ceivers have a great deal of overscan, thus losing the top, bot- 
tom and sides of the transmitted picture. To work properly 
with these sets, a computer must only use that part of the 
screen which is likely to be viewable on a TV set. 

Some of you may have had the problem of losing some of 
the screen when using the 0-1 with certain monitors. This is 
because that monitor imitates a TV set in it's overscan. It is 
possible that Osborne designed the 80 column mode upgrade, 
with it’s unused sides, to operate with most any monitor, even 
if it has overscan. 

You may well ask: ‘So what?”. The point is this: The 0-1 
makes more efficient use of a monitor’s capabilities. In other 
words, a monitor capable of displaying 80 columns on another 
computer is able to display 104 columns when connected to 
an Osborne, yet giving almost equal resolution in the horizon- 
tal direction and better resolution in the vertical plane. Some 
of this may be too technical for those without an electronic 
background, but perhaps you will at least realize that you have 
a good computer. 

Ed Buttenhoff 
Grand Rapids, MN 
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ADVERTISEMENT : "ADVERTISEMENT 
We Explain Software Packages, 


Then We Teach You How To Use Them. 
User’s Guide is the Magazine of Tutorials. r) 


User's Guide 


WARE 


‘*’,.worth more than it costs.’’ 
Jerry Pournelle, BYTE 


User’s Guide® magazine helps you use CP/M® and MS-DOS” application software on your 
personal or multi-user computer. For the low cost of a magazine subscription ($21), you get 
six issues stocked with tutorials and software evaluations ($4.50 each on the newsstand). 
No fluff, just direct, readable “how to use” information for users of computers that run 
CP/M software. 


If you have a CP/M or MS-DOS computer, you need to know where to find good software 
and accessories. User’s Guide has in-depth evaluations of commercial and free public 
domain software, so that you can choose the best buy. 


User's Guide 
Don’t spend hundreds on training packages. User’s Guide teaches you how to use the °° CR/M SSTEMS & SOrneAR 
most popular programs on the market, such as WordStar™, SuperCalc’, dBASE Il” and ‘é: 


Modem/7. You learn at your own pace. 


+ Devt Doce sBuperCen 


Editors Tony Bove and Cheryl Rhodes are the acclaimed writers of several computer books 
on CP/M and WordStar. Contributing editors and columnists include other great writers 
who use computers extensively, such as Arthur Naiman, Steve Rosenthal, Jonathan Sachs 
and Kelly Smith. The writing is crisp, intelligent and informative, without an overuse of 
jargon. 


User’s Guide also keeps up with the changing personal computer market, with informative 
articles about communicating with other systems and transferring programs and data. 


NO RISK OFFER: 

Try User's Guide today. Fill in your name and Indicate Offer and Length of your User's Guide subscription’ 

address on the card next to this ad. Check the box Take Advantage of the Low Price Or, try our no-risk bill-me 

marked “bill me’ and drop in the mail; if you don’t for Enclosing Payment Now! offer and cancel if not satisfied! 

like the first issue, write “CANCEL” on your bill and O | enclose $21 for 6 issues O Bill me $25 for 6 issues 

keep it (or better yet — pass it on to someone who ol enclose $40 for 12 issues Qo Bill me $45 for 12 issues 

can use it). If you think you'll want it, save $3 and O Foreign: (prepaid US $$): anata & Mexico $27/six issues, overseas $40/six issues (airmail). 
send in your payment with the card or coupon. Payment by charge card: © Visa © Mastercard Exp. dale 


Card # Interbank # 


Try User’s Guide as a training tool. Make your 
computer investment profitable. Signature required: 


Name | 


ne eT 


User’s Guide Company CT 
P.O. Box 5245 ee | 


City. Stale. Zip 


i O Cri you av not want promotional main 
Redwood City, CA 94063 shes ak nobis 
Make checks payable to User's Guide. Oller expires 12 31.85 
Subscription Dept.: P.O. Box 5245, Redwood City, CA 94063. | 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for processing. | 
? FOG 13ad | 


* User's Guide ss published by TUG Inc . with no stings attached! to manufacturers of sotiware distributors é j 


User's Guide 5 a trademark of TUG Inc CP/M is a registered trademark ot Dxgital Research, Inc Wordst 


ans ate 
Ashton-late MSS 15 a Irademark of Mcrosolt Na tegsteredd trademark ot MaroPro intl SuperC gles a trademark of Soram dBASE IL a trademark of 
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Dated May 5, 1985 
Sorting Through the FOGHORN 

Help! Your (our) magazine is so good | need help finding 
things in it. Will someone write a program to digest, store and 
reveal where was the item | read in a previous issue? The neat 
way to bla-bla your bla-bla. 

| cautiously subscribe to one or two computer magazines, 
and they continually bombard me with nuclear blasts that are 
simply misleading. | do not want a program to convert dust 
into gold, for only $49.95. | just do not believe it. My floor is 
littered with junk | have bought on the great promise of some 
toothy grin. Nope. 

But when it come to the FOGHORN, the picture is totally dif- 
ferent. Here is material | can use. There is also a lengthy and 
deep array of stuff | hope is useful to other computer 
bookworms but not to me. To find the one idea | need often 
takes more time and energy than | care to put into it. 

Surely there’s someone who is ready, waiting and eager to 
assume the task of cataloging the FOGHORN as to subject, and 
breaking the subject into component parts, so that | can again 
see how to set my WordStar to boot in Help level 2 instead of 
3? (You see, | am making progress.) 

Ben Gardiner 
- San Francisco, CA 


[As you may have noticed in the September, 1985 FOGHORN, 
Walt Beaudry announced the addition of the latest (and last) 
application disks to the library. Included on FOG/APP.060 and 
.061 are Fred Kaufman's efforts at indexing the FOGHORN. Fred 
wrote a menu driven program in dBASE Il and then proceeded 
to use the program to index all of the issues through January, 
1985. The disks include all of his data files. — Gale Rhoades] 


Dated February 18, 1985 
Disk Alignment Help Needed 

| recently purchased a tan case 0-1 that had serious prob- 
lems. | had read that the internal monitor could be unplugged 
with resultant correction of disk error problems. | tried this 
and it did work. It also needed a new keyboard which was or- 
dered from Witt Services. Again, no problems. However, upon 
use of the computer, there were all kinds of disk problems as 
the unit heated up. 

It turned out that the drive A head movement was sticking. 
Not knowing the mechanism had no gears to strip, | disassem- 
bled the motor. However, all that was needed was a squirt of 
a (I hope that this is proper lubricant?) on the warm 

rive. 

As | had obtained an alignment disk by accident from the 
Osborne Corp., | proceeded to hook up an Oscilloscope 
according to a field service manual update that was included 
in my Copy of the 0-1 Technical Manual. | was not able to get 
anything on the scope. | assume the test points were in- 
correctly identified. Does anyone have the correct information 
onthe white test point connector on the disk controller board? 

To finish my story, | did reassemble the drive and ex- 
changed Awith B. Both drives will work, but a disk formatted 
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on the drive B will not boot on the A drive. Otherwise it seems 
to read and write previously formatted disks. 

| did have one more problem which | think may be the 
source of the trouble that many others are having. The power 
connector plug — a small brown connector on the side of the 
power supply board — was not making good contact even 
though it was firmly plugged in. The resistance of this connec- 
tion also varied with heat and would change the speed of the 
drives. Moving the connector would significantly alter drive 
speed. The fix was relatively simple. The contacts inside the 
plastic are removable. These were removed and sprung open 
and reinserted. This resulted in a tighter connection and the 
end of intermittent problems. 


dBASE II Ver. 2.41 Problems 

| have read in these pages that members are using version 
2.41 of dBASE II. | purchased version 2.4 for an Executive and 
was unhappy with the limited INSTALL program. | could not 
get dim video. A letter to Ashton Tate brought a phone call and 
an offer to upgrade to version 2.41 which included a complete 
INSTALL program. The price was $25 and included a new 
manual and other goodies such as dSORT and dGEN, so | 
bought it even though it did irk me to pay for a fix. 

The new software arrived UPS Next Day Air which did not 
cost me extra but did cost Ashton Tate an extra $10. | was able 
to install the dim video and proceeded to copy the COM files to 
my program disks. 

Then funny things started happening. Command files that 
have worked for months started acting up. A mailing label pro- 
gram went wild after the X coordinate for line number was in- 
creased past 120. Some of the screen display that is seen 
when TALK ON is SET was not formatted properly. | finally 
copied my old version back to each disk. 

A phone call to Ashton Tate brought the reply that a new 
version would be ready in three weeks. That was three months 
ago. A letter asking for the new version has brought no re- 
sponse until today when version 2.43 arrived by UPS ground 
service at no charge. | tried it out on several command files 
and all the previous bugs from ver. 2.41 appeared to be fixed. 
The mailing label program worked, along with several other 
command files. All indexed files must be reindexed for use 
with this new version and it is worth the trouble. The BROWSE 
command now works much faster on an indexed file and if the 
indexed field is changed, the entire screen is not updated as 
was previously done. 

| am sure there are some problems with this version that | 
have not found yet. It did not come installed properly for the 
Osborne Executive, but the INSTALL program is included once 
again. Curiously the dSORT program still does not work in this 
latest release. A patch was reported in the February, 1985 
FOGHORN and it works great. 

Winborn D. Gregory 
Rochester, NY 
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Dated March 28, 1985 
Correcting .AV Prompts in MailMerge 

Regarding Hanns Trostli’s comments on correcting .AV 
prompts in MailMerge (January, 1985 FOGHORN), a far better 

way of doing this is to use SV instead. This allows you to do 
normal editing of variables at the head of your document, 
making mistakes very easy to correct. 

Furthermore, these variables are now stored with the docu- 
ment, so that subsequent copies can be run off at a later date 
without going to the trouble of filling in all of this information 
again. 

It has been my experience, by the way, that .AV is only good 
for files with no more than four or five simple variables. Any- 
thing more than that is awkward and is better served by using 
the .SV approach. Since | have occasion to use forms in great 
profusion — a necessity in the legal profession — | find that 
sweeping them over from a library disk to a working disk, 
changing the name to relate to a given case in the process, 
leaves my original form untouched and provides me with a 
document that | can retain as long as | am working on that 
particular case. 

To patch the system tracks to bring up your application 
program rather than AUTOST.COM, anybody with the Nuevo 
80 or 104 column upgrades can do the same thing by simply 
Calling up NEWSETUP. This utility takes the place of the orig- 
inal SETUP. 

Regarding Howard Podell’s letter (February, 1985 
FOGHORN ), | too tried the Olivetti Ink Jet from DAK. He is quite 

right, the machine is totally unsupported, technically or 
otherwise. 

Furthermore, printer codes such as double strike, boldface 
and underlining will not work on this machine, since it auto- 
matically supplies its own line feed with each carriage return 
it receives from the computer. The print is so light that it is 
very difficult to read. The small ink jet cartridges are un- 
reasonably expensive and as Podell points out, difficult to 
come by. 

The user’s manual contains very little information, useful or 
otherwise. Clearly, this machine is a good idea which was 
pushed from the nest too soon and then abandoned by its 
mother! |, therefore, would not recommend the printer to any- 
one who has serious printing to do, particularly in view of the 
fact that good, well supported dot matrix printers can be ob- 
tained for not much more. 

| will agree that DAK is a reputable firm and took back my 
ink jet without a whimper. 

| like Barry Plotnick’s method for printing while in the 
editing mode in WordStar (March, 1985 FOGHORN ). However, 
Barry indicates that ~R (control R) refers to the last file named. 
It has been my experience that ~R will pick the first file named 
in an editing session. A way around this is to precede your 
editing session with a (P)rint command followed by <ESC>. 
Otherwise, you may find yourself printing a file you did not 
want! 

I have a question for somebody out there who may have run 
into this before. | do not seem to be able to program WordStar 

to produce 12 point type on my Gemini 10X on default and 10 


November, 1985 


points as the alternative. There seems to be two seis of loca- 
tions for normal character width. One is described in the man- 
ual at 037C and the other one at O6BC. Does one of these 
cancel out the other? If anybody has grappled with this suc- 
cessfully, | would like to know how you did it. For the alter- 
native character width, the two respective addresses are 
037D and 06B7. 
James T. McCollum 
Rochester, NY 


James is Vice President of the First Rochester Osborne Group 
(FROG), an Affiliated Member Organization of FOG. For in- 
formation on their meetings check the listing in the CALENDAR 


section of this issue. 
@ee28e228 


Dated February 13, 1985 
Alternative Eye Wear for Computer Use 

In answer to Howard Podell’s complaint, regarding his dif- 
ficulties with his glasses while working at the computer, | offer 
the following solutions. 

An ordinary trifocal has an intermediate segment which is 
either 7mm or 8mm deep and has a power which is 50 percent 
of the reading power. This lens is not appropriate for use at the 
computer since the depth of the segment is not sufficient to 
observe the monitor screen without vertical head motion and 
the focal length is a little too far away to provide comfortable 
viewing without moving the monitor farther away from the 
viewer, which is not always possible. 

Atrifocal appropriately called the CRT is being produced by 
American Optical Co. and is available.to any optical practi- 
tioner. The depth of the intermediate segment on this lens is 
14mm and its power is usually computed at 67 percent of the 
reading power. This provides a good vertical field of vision 


and lets you put the monitor back in its proper place on your 


desk. ' 

The CRT lens is usually considered to be an occupational 
trifocal and is not really appropriate for general wear. This is 
because the deep intermediate portion extends into the dis- 
tance area and, while one may wear it all day in an office sur- 
rounding, it would be bothersome for an activity such as 
driving. ’ 

A second alternative is the progressive power lens. There 
are several designs of this lens available and they all providea 
distance focus at the top of the lens gradually increasing in 
power to a near focus at the bottom. 

The advantages of this arrangement are obvious but one 
should consider its one disadvantage: the lens trades a divid- 
ing line for peripheral distortions. The technique of using the 
lens is to point your nose at what you wish to see and then 
raise and lower your head until the image comes into focus. | 
use my progressive power lenses at the computer quite hap- 
pily. Probably the greatest advantage to this lens is that it truly 
is an all-round lens and it adapts itself to almost every aspect 
of your life. 

Frances M. Sullivan, F.N.A.0. 
Torrance, CA 
ese eens 
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Dated February 12, 1985 
Interchanging Drives in the 0-1 

| believe | have an answer to a question raised by Johan 
Mokhtar in the December, 1984 issue of the FOGHORN, 
concerning the interchangeability of the drives in the 
blue/grey 0-1. 

According to the Osborne 1 Technical Manual, the Disk Elec- 
tronics PCB for drive A has a resistor network, RN3, while the 
corresponding board for drive B does not. Interestingly, the 
manual that | have does not give the part number or resistance 
value for this device. 

Since the device is socketed, instead of being soldered in, it 
can be transferred from one Disk Electronics board to the 
other. Of course, one must be sure that RN3 is correctly in- 
Stalled in its new place. Look at the correct orientation of RN3 
before removing it from the original drive A board. 

Speaking as an electronics engineer by profession, | don’t 
see any other differences between the two drives (if we can 
trust the manual!). | would heartily suggest, however, that any 
experimentation be performed with backed-up diskettes. 

lan Eisler 
Santa Monica, CA 
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Dated April 3, 1985 
Making Machines Talk to Each Other 

Receiving the FOGHORN each month is something that I’ve 
always looked forward to, but the March issue was just too 
much! | had just recently bought an Epson Geneva (PX-8) for 
what | thought to be sound reasons — size, CP/M operating 
system, and of course for WordStar. It seemed the best lap 
portable for anyone who had been using an Osborne these 
past few years. 

| was right, it’s a wonderful machine. The only problem was 
that my Osborne refused to talk to it and the Epson was even 
more petulant. 

So here | was with two computers with (excuse the pun) a 
burn on for each other and then comes the March FOGHORN 
with not one, but two, articles on how to get these two ma- 
Chines to talk. Well, | can’t thank Jeff Titon or John Gladfelter 
enough. Not because | used their method, but because they 
got me thinking of how to do it with what | had on hand, ie., 
software. 

So this is my suggestion for others in the same position. 
You see John’s idea was to use MicroLink which is very hard 
to come by now. I've never seen it on sale in Canada. Also the 
use of a Smart Cable is extra expense and with the 725 cable, 
seems unnecessary. Jeff suggested a null modem adaptor to 
the Epson 725 cable, which | must confess | don't know why. 
The 725 cable is configured properly and works very well. 
Also if you've played with the Epson versus an Osborne you 
will know that at 1200 baud it seems to transfer with a lot of 
errors. At 300 on both units the transmission of WordStar text 
files was flawless, 

This was by using TERM on the Epson and a public domain 
modem software for the Osborne. | use OSMODEM7 (but have 
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tried almost all the public domain ones: Modem7 etc.; they all 
work) and select T plus drive and filename to be saved for ter- 
minal operation then “Y (control Y) for turning save on. 

On the Epson, select Mode 1 and 0 for transmission delays. 
When done press “E to stop on the Osborne and then select 
WRT to write the data in the buffer to disk. This method is fast 
and works well and requires no extra hardware. | keep this on 
a separate CP/M disk for this purpose, i.e., SETUP to boot the 
system for the 300 baud and serial port. 

| have not to date had one error in file transfer using this 
method. I have tried CP/M PIP to do the above but it gives un- 
predictable results although logically it should work. | would 
be most anxious to hear from other Osborne-Geneva users to 
exchange ideas with. 

The best tip to date for the Geneva that | can offer is how to 
make the most of the RAM disk. WordStar on the Geneva will 
automatically set up half for backup. If you take and copy from 
RAM, a copy of the file to edit to the microcassette or even 
place its name only on the microcassette file directory, it will, 
when you call up WordStar (B:WS h:filename A:) to edit, trick it 
into using that for the backup and thus free up the RAM. You 
won't however get a true backup, but the trade off is more 
space. 

Dr. Alan Ennis 


Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
eseseesess 


Dated March 15, 1985 
Boot Error Solution 

| have a double density blue case machine. There is a bug 
which surfaces occasionally (usually when my machine is 
hot) which | have not seen documented anywhere. When | try 
to (cold) boot up in drive A, | get: 


BOOT ERROR 
BOOT ERROR etc. 


Apparently drive A somehow sets itself to a negative track 
number, and when it can’t read the disk, it subtracts one from 
the track number and looks (without success of course) for an 
even more negative track. 

The solution to the problem is: 


1. Reset. 

2. Boot your CP/M disk in drive B, using SHIFT “ (press 
SHIFT and quote keys). Your 0-1 now thinks that drive B 
is drive A and vice versa. 

3. Put a blank disk in drive A (left). 

4. Format that disk, using the COPY program. Remember to 
specify drive B. You only need format a few tracks, then 
hit the reset button. 


Your machine is now fixed. The track number in drive A is 
now set to a positive integer, and you are ready to roll. 
Keep up the good work. 
Alf Humphries 
Denver, CO 
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Dated February 11, 1985 
The Think Jet Printer 

The Hewlett-Packard Think Jet printer works well with the 
Osborne 1 double density and has been a boon to me in my 
small one-room office where the noise of most other printers 
would be just too much. It makes less noise than the Ozzie and 
less than my typewriter which is a Silver Reed EX-55 that is 
still connected to my RS-232 port for occasional letters. | keep 
two versions of WordStar, set up for either printer. 

The Think Jet costs just under $500, uses an ink jet and 
measures only 14” x 9-3/4” x 4”. The ink cartridges cost 
about $8 each and | replaced my first one after about 200 
sheets. It has graphic capabilities which | haven't the soft- 
ware to try. 

Hewlett-Packard stated that their unit was compatible to an 
Epson MX so when | set it up with WordStar for the IEEE port 
keyed to Centronics, it printed right away. But setting up to 
use the special features was another thing. These include 
compressed, expanded and expanded compressed type faces 
in addition to bold face and underlining single words or lines. 
Lines can be six or eight to the inch and printing, which is nor- 
mally bidirectional, can be shifted to unidirectional. 

To get the most out of the printer | bought The Enhancer put 
out by SUDDEN! Products Group, 3421 M Street, N.W. Suite 
1336, Washington, D.C. 20007 for $38 and | was able to follow 
directions and use the condensed, expanded (double-wide) 
and underlining. 

SPG said to write them with samples of what I’d done plus a 
copy of the printer’s manual and they would provide codes for 
the balance. And that is what they did within just a few weeks. 
I can’t say enough good about those people. They were great. 

The Think Jet has at it’s rear, a series of Mode switches and 
for Ozzie | found that #1, 2, 3, 4, are down; 5 and 6 are up; and 
7 and 8 are down. These are very small, so | found a magnify- 
ing glass helpful to see what | was doing. The printer’s manual 
is one of the clearest and most helpful manuals | have seen. 

| recommend the Think Jet to anyone who wants a quiet 
printer at a reasonable price. 

Dayton Beuelin, IFAS 


Locust, New Jersey 
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Dated December 3, 1984 
Speeding Up WordStar 

Since you have been such a tremendous help in furthering 
my experiences with the 0-1, | wish to take some time to share 
a few of my findings. 

The November, 1984 issue of the Portable Companion on 
page 65 describes Speeding Up WordStar 3.30. After making 
the suggested modifications, | tried the two different versions, 
and the new version was 6-10 seconds faster booting 
WordStar. 

The article mentions, ‘most commands from the main 
menu will execute faster too’. This appears true when | took a 
quick “‘look-see” test. Then, the next day | had a four page 
plain-and-simple document to type. Two common commands | 
use in most documents are ~OC (control OC) to center the 
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heads, and “01 to set tabs. 

Well... the modified WS is so fast that | must VERY quickly 
type the entire command because the ~ processes so fast that 
the main menu wants to display much faster prior to the modi- 
fication. I’m writing this the day after | noticed this change so | 
Can not state what other functions will be affected. 

I was very excited to see the Vixen announcement. The 
Portable Companion did a great job in its articles. Gale Rhoades’ 
article did explain, from her viewpoint, what she thought. She 
even mentioned not only what it had, but certain things it 
lacks. | could not find any mention of an external monitor 
connection. | have nothing against a 7” amber screen, but | 
Certainly enjoy my 12” amber monitor for long-hours of work. 

So | wonder about that feature. How about a close-up pic- 
ture of the keyboard? /it’s there; on the back. David] Gale ex- 
plained arrow keys and by accident (with a magnifying glass), 
| noticed what appeared to be two arrow keys to the left of the 
space bar. Does this mean that to use the arrow key(s) to move 
around a spreadsheet, both hands (without cross-over) must 
be utilized to move around? 

Now for my suggestion. With the vast amount of public do- 
main software, and two good CP/M boards (Southfield, MI and 
Dearborn, Ml) and one super-duper board (Royal Oak, Ml), | 
find it difficult to maintain some orderly method of keeping 
track of what | actually have without a good index. Generally | 
would print out the directory of all my disks (to give me the file 
name and room remaining — XDIR). But when | run across a 
program or LBR that interests me, | would have to fumble 
through many sheets of paper. 

How to rid this? Enter SuperCalc2. | now enter my file 
names and disk number in Column A and hit /A for arrange. 
Result, | now have an alphabetized listing on one sheet that 
with a quick glance lets me know what | have and where it is. 

| feel good just to contribute to organizations that will surely 
continue to be successful; especially since the Vixen has ar- 
rived... long live CP/M! 

Joseph M. Janules 
Sterling Heights, MI 


PS. | later found out that “PS (for underscoring) was worse. 
So, | will try inserting these commands into my SFK’s and if 
the situation continues to worsen, I’ll go back to the unmodi- 
fied version of WordStar. 
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Dated May 9, 1985 
Vendor Tip : 

Computer Parts Mart in Palo Alto, CA, can be expensive to 
deal with. Long distance callers get put on “hold” where they 
can stay for many minutes. 

After my latest five minutes with no one coming on the line, 
| quit the idea of dealing with them except by mail. 

My phone bill to this outfit is over $10 AND | HAVE YET TO 
SPEAK WITH ANYONE BUT A RECEPTIONIST! 

Barry R. Plotnick 
Charlottesville, VA 
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Dated March 23, 1985 
Points on the Vixen 

Just a few days ago | received my Osborne 4 (Vixen). | 
thought some of your readers might be interested in hearing 
from an average computer user about this new offering. | know 
Gale Rhoades gave a very interesting summary on her experi- 
ence with it in the Portable Companion. As a matter of fact her 
comments helped convince me to order the Vixen. 

| must say that the Vixen is even better than | thought it 
would be. Its diminutive size is somewhat startling after using 
the 0-1 and the Executive. But, it’s all there, works well, and is 
a definite improvement over the 0-1, and in my opinion, the 
Executive as well. 

The double sided drives really increase disk storage capac- 
ity, and the TurnKey program makes loading a program so 
easy that I'll probably forget some of the routines I’ve been 
using on the 0-1 and the Executive these past two years. | use 
WordStar a lot and being able to boot it up with drive B — the 
default drive — makes getting into the program quick and 
easy. Now if the revisions given a few months ago in the 
FOGHORN to remove the cumbersome opening and warning 
messages will work on this version of WordStar, getting 
started can be even faster. 

There are only a few things I’d like to be a little different on 
the Vixen and two of these were cited by Gale in her article. | 
miss the disk storage pockets, and could certainly use a sec- 
ond Serial output. And, | have difficulty storing the cord in the 
back of the cabinet. 

But, aside from those things, the Vixen is a real winner. It’s 
an ideal instrument for a writer because it sets up quickly, 
takes very little space, is quiet, and works well. 

! hope these few observations may be useful if you are 
thinking of acquiring a Vixen. 

Robert B. McConnell 
Indianapolis, IN 


[1 don't think | share your enthusiasm for TurnKey, Robert. By 
the time my screen stops flashing, pausing to announce Turn- 
Key (tm), etc., | could easily type WS L B> or B: A:WS. David] 


Dated March 26, 1985 
Disappointing 

| recently (February 15, 1985) ordered a WestWind Com- 
puter TurboPac System comprising hard disk and Drive C:. 
The order was placed by telex from Saudi Arabia and one of 
the conditions of the order was that the System had to be 
delivered to an address in Savannah before March 21, 1985. 

WestWind (Katherine Keine) said that this was possible 
assuming that | was prepared to pay extra on shipping for UPS 
Blue Label Service which guarantees second day air delivery. 
This seemed like a fair deal considering | had left the order a 
little late to meet the above mentioned deadline. 

The reason that the System had to reach the Savannah ad- 
dress by March 21, 1985 was that the unit was to be hand- 
carried back to Saudi by a fellow workmate who was 
departing Savannah March 23. 
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The unit was signed over to UPS on Friday March 15, 1985. 
On the 20th, my workmate went to the UPS office in Savannah 
to try and find out why the package was late. They couldn’t 
tell him anything about the package, not even if it existed — 
never mind where it was. 

He provided UPS with the shipping document number 
(383292064 1) and other number (965346) given to WestWind 
Computer on signover to UPS. Still they could give no informa- 
tion on the package. ; 

The package arrived at the Savannah address yesterday 
(March 25, 1985) with no reason or apology given for failure to 
meet the delivery times specified in the UPS Blue Label Ser- 
vice contract and conditions. Now | have to pay $280 to have 
the unit shipped to Saudi Arabia via SNAS freight where it 
would have cost me nothing. Upon request for refund from 
UPS ($50) and some payment towards the shipping cost to 
Saudi that they created, all they offered was the difference be- 
tween ground and air freight from California to Georgia ($8). 

| wish to have this letter published in the FOGHORN and 
copies sent to the UPS head office in Atlanta and The Con- 
sumer Protection Agency or The Better Business Bureau. This 
will hopefully make UPS realize that they cannot continue to 
fail to meet their deadlines and treat customers with such con- 
tempt. It has also cost me numerous phone calls to the USA 
which would not otherwise have been made. So as you can 
probably gather | am most disappointed by the service pro- 
vided by the ‘Great American United Parcel Service’! 

Mike B. Gibson 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 


P.S. As | am a member of FOG, | hope that you can forward 
copies of this letter on to the right addresses as | do not know 
them. Let me also say that the aforementioned problem can in 
no way be laid at the feet of WestWind Computer. Would just 
like to say thanks to them for being so helpful particularly 


Katherine Keine. 
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Dated January 9, 1985 
Dear David ‘ 

| have been trying unsuccessfully for three or four weeks 
now to get onto the FOG upload RCP/M board. The last couple 
of times | have checked with the handset, there was simply no 
answer. So | am forced to send this letter. 


KAMAS for Osborne Does Not Support Bulletin Board Features 

| recently ordered (and received within a few days) the well- 
reviewed (in /nfoWorld) new CP/M outline processor called 
KAMAS, which is advertised in the FOGHORN and marketed by 
ot Systems, of 2525 SW 224th Ave., Aloha, Oregon 

The ad says the software supports outline processing, in- 
formation retrieval, word processing, telecommunications 
features, and a Forth-like programming environment. So far | 
like the product very much for outline processing (though the 
Software itself takes up so much memory that the large major- 
ity of operations involve disk |/0 and so it is not very swift). 
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But the Osborne 1 and Executive versions do not support 
the bulletin-board features that are supported on Kaypro, 
Epson and some other machines. You are warned of this be- 
fore you open the package containing the program diskette 
and can send the software back for a refund if this is not sat- 
isfactory, but do not order this package if the bulletin board 
and terminal features are a major interest. 

Richard S. Hopkins 
Denver, CO 


[The telecommunications features of the KAMAS program now 
will not work on certain computers. A Kamasoft spokesperson 
said KAMAS doesn't support telecommunications on the 
Osborne 0-1 However Kamasoft has en- 
hanced the outline processing features of the new version so 
that they are easier to do and more comfortable for the user to 
work with. The new version also can be installed on almost 
any CP/M computer: the old version was pre-configured for a 
Specific system. Editor] 
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Dated March 31, 1985 
Dear FOGHORN 
Justa little technical note on hooking up the Panasonic KX- 
P1091 printer to the IEEE-488 port as a Centronics parallel 
printer. | have an Osborne 1, grey case, which was packed 
with an older manual that had the wrong pin settings from 
IEEE-488 to Centronics (page 283, Osborne 1 User Manual). 
The pin settings that are correct are: , 


IEEE-488 port Centronics 
sl cetetatetatetetetetatetenatetatenetel 2 
2 nrre nn nennnnen nnn ee 6 
B te ndenn enna nnn ne n= 3 
A wan no nn annem en nnnne 7 
"Bo wenn aces en nne none 4 
6 wn-n-e ne nnnnn nee ee = 8 
7 wnntnennenseenee-e- 5 
8 nner nee ncannnne---- 9 
10 ----------=-------- 30 
V1 wren neon nn--------- 1 
12-22-72 ---------2--- 19 
15 -------2----------- "1 
18 ------------------- 21 
19 ------------------- 13 
20 ------------------- 20 


| was having a problem though. The printer was double 
Spacing lines whether or not the SW3 dipswitch (that controls 
double Spacing) on the Panasonic was on or not. The way to 
have it space properly is to connect pin 18 on the Centronics 
cable to pin 14, also on the Centronics cable. Pin 18 is = +5 
volts, and pin 14 is expected to always remain high on the 
Panasonic printer, 

I send this to you, to help my fellow Osborne users avoid the 
problems | went through in getting this printer to work. 
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As an aside, | would heartily recommend taking a look at 
this fine printer. It is Epson-compatible, has wonderful near- 
letter quality mode, and can be procured for as low as $289 if 
one shops around. 

Keep up your good work on the FOGHORN | It has made me 
from one terrified to open the case into a Semi-qualified techni- 
cian on my own machine! 

Jerry Salem 


Briarwood, NY 
sees 8938 


Dated February 10, 1985 
Exception 

The February issue of the FOGHORN has an opening article 
by Frank Morton concerning the membership. He states that 
many people in FOG forget how lost and helpless they were 
when they first entered the world of computing. These people 
wanted and were given help. They now, according to Mr. Mor- 
ton, go their own way forgetting to help other newcomers to 
this fascinating world. As a member of the East Bay FOG 
group, | say, NOT SO! At least, not so in our group. 

My first computer was a Radio Shack and | joined a user’s 
group for about nine months. | finally left because a group 
(elitist clique, if you will) took over and drowned out the voices 
of the truly knowledgeable trying to help. This is absolutely 
not so at EBFOG. 

When | first joined in January, 1984, the help offered was 
fantastic. A close friend of mine joined in March with the same 
wonderful help being offered. | see this same thing going on at 
each meeting. Members actually seem to be looking for new- 
comers to assist; to “pass along the aid”, so to speak. 

| have an excellent game on my old Model | Tandy and have 
spent many hours, along with my buddy, trying to modify it for 
Osborne. So far the graphics change has been too much for 
us, but we are still working on it. The point is that we have 
spent many hours trying to make an entertaining program to 
donate to the library. Our attitude is that any effort spent to do 
anything for FOG is only what FOG deserves for all the help it 
has given. And anyone attending the early session of our 
meetings will easily see most of the members making a defi- 
nite effort to help anyone with anything. 

My WordStar wouldn’t work quite right with my Gemini. A 
FOG member showed me how to patch my disk. There is more 
data in the library that | can assimilate. FOG members took 
time to show me certain key programs that are a must. 
(NSWEEP205, EDIT the LIBRARY SWEEP, D). Anyone attend- 
ing a meeting at EBFOG who is reasonably friendly and an- 
nounces his or her problem will find immediate help, probably 
from more people at a time then can be heard. 

Maybe Mr. Morton is right about some of the groups. He is 
most certainly in error about EBFOG — Thank God! 

Richard Nitzberg 
Oakland, CA 
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Dated March 3, 1985 
Unequal Dealings by Manufacturers 

The manufacturers of software make end users swear ter- 
rible oaths regarding the sanctity of the programs, but what 
protection is available from the computer-related companies 
that do business by mail and take the money of the user as 
surely as in an armed robbery? 

For example, | sent a letter to the United States Attorney to- 
day requesting assistance in obtaining the 2.4 upgrade to 
dBASE II because | have yet to receive the upgrade, for which | 
paid Ashton Tate in advance. 

| have had to contact States’ Attorneys General regarding 
the infamous HomeTax package by Learning Shack, and | 
have been in recent correspondence with the New York State 
Department of Law regarding 80 Micro which mysteriously 
lost my subscription when | indicated to them in advance that 
I did not wish to renew my subscription. 

I have been slightly mollified (otherwise I'd mention the 
name) by a program from a software distributor which ad- 
vertises in this magazine, who sold me a package that was to 
include a tutorial disk. That package was delivered in Decem- 
ber, but | have yet to receive the tutorial disk even though such 
has been promised on several occasions. 

And of course there is the painful memory of Osborne Com- 
puter Corporation itself, along with the lost subscription to the 
original Portable Companion and the p-Systems I'll probably 
never see even though OCC is now out of bankruptcy. I’m still 
getting mailings from the attorneys as a result of my letter to 
the Bankruptcy Court, however. 

But write to any computer magazine about end user agree- 
ments or programs that can overcome copy protection and 
then wait for outraged responses from the manufacturers! 
They are certainly right when they say pirated copies of their 
programs cost them money, but those are the same com- 
panies that are likely to deal unfairly with their customers. 

If the end user is supposed to deal fairly with the manufac- 
turer, why not the other way around? 

Bernard E. Jensen 
Bothell, WA 
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Dated April 2, 1985 
Learning from a Rejection 

I read your comments in the April ‘85 FOGHORN article, Why 
Didn’t You Renew?. The effort that you and others have 
poured into FOG clearly shows the importance of FOG to you. 
The rejection embodied in the letter can be a hard pill to swal- 
low. It is obvious that the response of the departing member 
was of some distress to you. 

There is a lesson in all this and | think we can improve FOG 
and the FOGHORN if we learn from the event. The growing or 
dynamic organization is fed by new members whose skill level 
is usually significantly below those who have been in the 
organization a longer period. The long term member tends to 
become less communicative toward the newer member, sim- 
ply because the longer term member has said it all before. 
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Many popular magazines have a clear two-to-three pattern 
of information presentation. They work on the theory that they 
have a new reader group. I think that you grasped the problem 
when you wrote the comments indicating that back copies of 
FOGHORN are available. 

The new member faces specific problems. Perhaps the new 
member doesn’t even know how to frame the statement of the 
problem. Thus, the new member doesn’t know which back 
copies will answer his/her specific questions. To prove cur- 
rent worth you must provide current answers. 

The FOGHORN has an obligation to present fundamental 
knowledge in the current issues. | think that your surveys of 
the membership will show that you need systematic coverage 
of elemental subjects that plagued us all. | think your starter 
disk is just great. | also think TIPS FOR TYROS is an excellent 
vehicle. What | urge is a systematic approach to the coverage 
within these sections of FOGHORN. | am actually urging that 
you repeat information previously printed. 

Please do not read this letter as negative criticism: it is 
positive in nature. Your reaction was sensitive, introspective, 
and objective. It also clearly identified the problem. | am 
merely urging an even more aggressive effort down the course 
you have already set. 

Thanks for a great job. 

Richard P. Runke 
Prince George, Virginia 
eseeeseee 8 


Dated February 10, 1985 
Dear FOGHORN (originally addressed fo Jim Switz) 

Like anyone that believes in Santa Claus, | thought that 
John Taylor was telling the truth when he described the Future 
Systems upgrade as easy-to-install and complete with thor- 
ough documentation. All | can say is, “Yes, Virginia, there isa 
Santa Claus”. 

| purchased my upgrade in January and in February care- 
fully carried it half way around the world to Saudi Arabia, 
where my faithful Osborne Executive waited in anticipation. 
As | unwrapped the drives from their protective wrappings of 
bubble pack, | could almost hear Ozzie sing with joy. ‘No more 
disk full messages in the middle of a session; at last | can sort 
a large data base”. 

Following the instructions to the letter | carefully opened up 
Ozzie and removed the old faithful single sided drives and re- 
placed them with the new Okidata units. Replacing the ROM 
chip and the Disk controller chip was a breeze with the ex- 
Cellent directions and detailed instructions furnished. These 
were both welcome and necessary as | did not have the 
foggiest idea what the chips were supposed to look like. 

Reversing the disassembly procedure, | ended up with a 
whole Ozzie and gleefully plugged in to the power line and 
started it up. Woe was me. A blank orange screen was the re- 
ward of my labors. After disassembly, removal and reinsertion 
of the ROM chip, and reassembly, all was well. 

Today marks the fourth day of the rebirth of Ozzie and after 
some 30 hours of cumulative use the new drives are perform- 
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ing well. | have completed converting the mass of DDSS disks 
over to DDDS and have some interesting news to report. 
NSWP 205 is a great program and does not care if | run double 
sided or single sided disks — it still reports the proper amount 
of disk memory. Personal Pearl is easy when SORT, PRODUCE 
REPORTS, and ENTER DATA are on a single disk. No mes- 
sages to Insert Sort Disk — it just keeps on going. 

The one program that | was a little worried about was Media 
Master, but | need not have troubled myself as it performs like 
a champ. SuperCalc, WordStar and several of the public do- 
main games including Gusher work just fine. While | am on the 
subject of programs; when playing Gusher, keep the CAPS 
LOCK DOWN, and you can pay off loans. 

In summary, while | have not been able to test all of the ap- 
proved Osborne software, the programs that | have tested 
prove that the promises of Future Systems have been kept. | 
would recommend this upgrade to any Executive owner who 
is tired of single sided drives, lack of disk storage and sort 
problems when their data base exceeds 90K. 

Terry A. Zwetzig 


Ras Tanura, Saudi Arabia 
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Dated March 19, 1985 
HELP Somebody! 

Please David or somebody remember what it is to be a tyro. 

Example, March ‘85 FOGHORN (p. 20), /nstant WordStar 
Save & Print : (here are the instructions) “Beckon SETUP and 
program a key as follows .. .”’ Fine. How the hell do you handle 
SETUP? 

I've had my Exec more than a year and | still don’t know 
how to use SETUP or mysterious things like NSWEEP and 
stuff. I'd love to have more SFKs but the documentation is 
written in Greek. Will you please go over the One Keystroke biz 
again and tell us what to do? Beckon SETUP indeed! Migawd! 

Bart Hickman 
Mt. Vernon, NY 
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A Poor Person's Outline Processor 

I’m sure many people who have wished for ThinkTank-type 
outline processing capabilities were pleased to see Richard 
Drakeford’s article in the November 1984, Portable Companion, 

_ Arrange WordStar Text with SORT. 

It is a poor person’s outline processor, but it works, 
rearranging random paragraphs into more logical order — 
and far faster than using block moves within WordStar! 

The article also inspired some derivative ideas, such as 
Barbara Fay’s Master Bibliographical File, described in the 
May 1985 FOGHORN. In the same issue, Ari Feldman suggests 
how to run a non-SpellStar spelling program from WordStar’s 
Opening menu: just rename the other program 
SPELSTAR.COM and run it directly from WordStar’s opening 
menu with the $ option. 
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I have neither SpellStar nor another spelling checker, but | 
wondered, along with Ari Feldman, if a non-spell checking 
program could be called SPELSTAR and invoked with the 
same trick. It can — with SORT.COM! 

Now | have this outline processor integrated with WordStar. 
When | tried it, | had another pleasant surprise. After 
SORT.COM finishes sorting, WS opens the file and shows it in 
its new form. Why this happens, | don’t know. | guess we'll 
have to ask Alan Chattaway. 

One amendment to Feldman’s article was necessary for my 
version of WordStar (3.3). When you press § at the Opening 
Menu, WS looks for a file named SPELSTAR.OVR, not 
SPELSTAR.COM, so SORT should be given the former name. 
After | decided that | wanted to keep this as my main § option, | 
used EDFILE to change the WS message from S Run SpellStar 
to § Sort a File. 

There are two places where this change needs to be made, 
both in the file WSMSGS.OVR. | also changed the follow-up 
prompt from Name of file to check/add to dictionary? to Name of 
file to sort & show in new order?, again using EDFILE, but this 
time in the file WSOVLY 1.0VR. 

Michael Blake 
East Palo Alto, CA 


[Couldn’t you use EDFILE to change WS so that it will look for 
SORT.COM instead of SPELSTAR.OVR? David.] 
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“10MB System 


© Comprehensive Software Included: 
e Enhanced CP/M operating system 


Features with ZCPR3 
@ Ready-to-use professional CP/M @ Word processing, 
computer system relational database, speiling checker, 
© Works with any RS239C ASCII terminal and data encrypt/decrypt 
(not included) (T/MAKER IIt) 
© Network available : Deere OC teriCay SEES Menu, 
© Compact 7.3 x 6.5 x 10.5 inches, mip 
12.5 pounds, all-metal construction ° RPE Mtoe (a nO 
lOppy » 


© Powerful and Versatile: 

@ Based on Littie Board/PLUS single- 
board computer 

© Two RS232 serial ports 

© One Centronics printer port 

@ One or two 400 or 800 KB floppy 
drives 

© 10-Mé Internal hard disk drive option 


OSBORNE, MORROW...) 
© Menu-based system customization 
© Expandabie: 
‘© Floppy expansion to four drives 
@ Hard disk expansion to 60 megabytes 
e SCSI/PLUS™ multi-master /O. 
@pansion 
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F The 
+ NEXT.GENERATION 
7 3 of Products from WestWind Computer is Here! +o 
; Now available for CP/M Systems including Osborne, Kaypro, Morrow, TeleVideo, Xerox and more s 4 


ADVERTISEMENT 


The Revolutionary NEW Drive C2! 


Up to 1 MegaByte of RAM-disk, Print Buffer and giant EXPANDED-MEMORY SuperSize ah ata 


BackPac! 


Battery Backup for Drive C 


NEW! 8- and 16-bit Trantor Hard Disks! 


Use BOTH CP/M and IBM PC-DOS or MS-DOS on the SAME drive. 


NEW! Daisy-chain Trantor Hard Disks! | re 


Now, ADD more capacity as easy as plugging in a cable. 
NEW! 19 Meg Tape System! 
Quick, reliable low-cost Backup capability. 
5 Meg Removable Cartridge System! 
_ Removable Drive flexibility AND Backup capability. Ideal for multiple client businesses. 


TurboPac and Turbolrantor Hard Disk Systems! 


THE most powerful Hard Disk systems available today! Combine the power of Drive C and a Trantor 
Hard Disk separately or in a single Turbolrantor enclosure. Simultaneous RAM-disk, Print Buffer, Super- 
Size SuperCalc2 and the INCREDIBLE speed of Cache-Buffered Hard Disk. 


The Web MultiUser Network! 4 


Up to 4 users, 3 printers, electronic mail. Now with up to | MegaByte of hi-speed Cache for the most 


cost-effective, hi-performance CP/M Network ever. 


i 


West Wind's integrated family of products is designed to grow with your needs. West Wind Products include | 
all necessary hardware, easy-to-read complete documentation and powerful, user-friendly software. H 


Yes! OD Send me the new, FREE WestWind Fall Catalog. 
My computer is a ——__ 

Yes! oO 1 want my very own CP/M LIVES! TShirt! 
Size S M L XL (Circle one) 

Name 

Address 

City State. Zip 


Enclose $9.95 plus $2.00 Shipping and Handling for each 
T-shirt. CA residents add 6.5% Sales Tax. 


Payment: 0 Check D visa LD MasterCard 
Card No. Exp. Date. 
WestWind Computer 1690 65th St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
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om | To learn more about our NEXT GENERATION products and to get all the defails 


of our great DOUBLEUP Sale including complete CP/M and PC-DOS compadtble 
systems, Call or Write NOW for our New FREE Fall Catalog. 


Save! Get your CP/M LIVES! Tshire FREE with any order over $100! OR, orfler 
your T-Shirt now for only $9.95 and we'll give you FULL CREDIT on any future 


purchase of $100 or more. 


For Information or To Order: 


CALL TOLLFREE - 
US 800-526-6500 
CA 800-831-3144 


For Technical Support: 


CALL 415-652-3222 
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WestWi ind 


160 sien Street, i cA 94608, vais 652-3222 
Telex: 756329 (DRIVE C UD), WU EASYLINK 62533500 


«Trademarks: West Vind Computer- BackPac, DriveC, Trantor, Turbol’ac, TurboTrantor, 


Web/Digral Research -CP/M/Computer Associates Sorcim/IUS - SuperCale2/0CC - 
Oshorne/Kaypro Corp- KayPro/Motrow ~ Morrow/TeleVideo ~TeleVideos Xerox Corp. 
-Xerox/Intetnational Busines Machines Corp IBM, PC-DOS/MicroSofe- MS-DOS 
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Words by the Shovelful: 


Expeditious Blocking 
by Richard D. Ezzard 
Copyright © 1985 


The other day while instructing a client on WordStar, | 
found it almost painful to watch him marking blocks. He would 
put the cursor in the middle of a line, move it around, mark the 
block beginning, run to the end of a sentence, fiddle around 
and mark the block end, make a mistake and re-mark. He 
seemed to be doing everything so slo-o-owly. 

So later | marked a few blocks to see how | did it faster. 
Observing closely my own operations, | found out that over the 
past couple of years WordStar itself has trained me. Through 
no organized effort of my own I have learned to use specific 
techniques and working rules which have standardized block 
marking and moving while writing and editing. And this natu- 
rally-developed standardization has resulted in better speed. 

Appropriate tools should be the right size for a job. Con- 
versely, if you have a tool, try to use it for right sized jobs. For 
dainty wordsmithing use a spoon or chopsticks-sized tool. 
WordStar’s block marking facility is more like a shovel and is 
best used for shovel-sized hunks of text. 

- For argument, if you need to move but one letter, block 
marking and moving is obviously more trouble than it’s worth. 
What is the optimum minimum size for bothering with blocks? 

To move a single well known easy-to-type word such as 
“the,” the easiest method is still a quick word delete (“T; con- 
trol T), then type it in anew at the destination. (However, if you 
are dealing with an uncertain spelling such as Bronislaw 
Malinowski by all means preserve the original in a block.) 

When dealing with small groups of words, less than a sen- 
tence, the same idea goes: Delete and reenter. But when you 
get up to a sentence, complete with punctuation, you are get- 
ting towards an appropriate size hunk of text for blocking. 

The ideal minimum block is: one paragraph, delineated by 
double “hard” carriage returns at the end. (The second car- 
riage return shows as a blank line between paragraphs.) 

For efficient block marking, always mark the beginning of a 
block with the cursor in column one (at the first letter or space) 
on the first line of a paragraph. 

Second — reemphasizing — always leave a blank line be- 
tween paragraphs in files in which you will be editing. 

With a blank line between paragraphs, whenever your 
Cursor moves vertically from one paragraph (through) to the 
next, it automatically snaps back to the left hand column. 
Don't fight it, go with the flow. With your file so configured, all 
you need to do to position the cursor for block marking, is run 


it up and run it down to the correct place. No horizontal cursor 
movements required! Try to grab complete thoughts (para- 
graphs) as appropriate-sized blocks and you will find the 
cursor almost automatically goes to the right spots for block 
marking. 

That's what | found to be the main fault of fussy block 
moves that move teeny bits of text and consume a lot of time. 
You have to diddle around moving the cursor this way and that 
way horizontally. The hell with it. Take advantage of the blank 
lines that snap the cursor to a standard horizontal position. 
When doing block marking, avoid horizontal cursor move- 
ment. Better yet, eliminate horizontal cursor movements. 

The third point: consider all main blocks to consist of the 
paragraph PLUS the blank line at the end of it. When marking 
the end of a block, move the cursor down to the end of the 
paragraph and through the blank line. No matter what column 
you started in, the cursor snaps to the left side of the screen 
when it hits that blank line. Mark the block ending when the 
cursor lights in the first position of the line following the blank 
line at the end of the paragraph. 

Make it a habit to include a blank line at the bottom of the 
blocks you move around. It will save you editing and tidying 
up after you have moved some blocks around because stan- 
dardization means that everything will still be in the same for- 
mat after moves. 

So what happens when the stuff you want to block mark 
and move is in the middle of a paragraph? Answer: break it out 
into a paragraph of its own. Before marking the beginning or 
ending of a block which is embedded in text, hit the <RE- 
TURN> key twice. That insures that your block conforms to 
the ‘standard block” specifications outlined above. 

Finally, what about marking blocks of less than a sentence? 
Say you want to swap words around within a sentence. In 
those cases, don’t bother with block marking. It is actually 
quicker to insert the word where you want it by typing it in 
afresh, than to fiddle around positioning the cursor for a word 
size-block move. 

To recapitulate: You can make time by using the block 
marking facility to deal in thought-size chunks of text. Sepa- 
rate paragraphs in manuscript files by double carriage re- 
turns. Position your cursor to mark blocks by using only 
vertical cursor movements. Include the blank line at the end of 
the paragraph as part of the block. 

There is a distinct difference between knowledge and 
know-how, between knowing some facts and having the tech- 
nique to use those facts (in this case block marking) effi- 
ciently. Now that you have read about these ideas, practice 
some fast block marking. While you can learn the principles or 


“knowledge about” from a book or reading these words, only 


practice will groove technique. 

That’s important enough to say again: Whether pitching, 
batting, or reciting Shakespeare, only practice will groove 
technique. It does not matter much if the practice is for drill or 
for real. The most important thing is that practice be recent. 
So if you will want to do fast block moves tomorrow, better 


squeeze in five minutes practice today. 
seee eee 
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Tax Reform, Your 


Computer, and You 
by Jonathan Plutchok, J.D. 


In business, you know that computers can help make you 
and your staff more productive. As a taxpayer, you know that 
Uncle Sam will help foot part of the bill for a new business 
computer through tax breaks. As nobody’s fool, you even 
know that you can claim tax write-offs for a personal computer 
that’s used for business, taxes, and the like. But what you 
don’t know might hit you where it hurts — right in the tax re- 
turn. Congress amended the tax law again last year. 

The Tax Reform Act of 1984 is the third massive tax law in 
as many years. TRA contains several complex provisions that 
tighten up the rules for writing off a personal computer. How- 
ever, Congress recently rewrote the rules again. Before you 
read all about the new rules, however, you might appreciate 
the following information. 


Background 

Like any other piece of business equipment, a computer can 
qualify for two major tax breaks; an investment tax credit and 
depreciation deductions. Peripherals, software, and supplies 
also can be deducted. Tax benefits also can apply when you 
use a computer to manage your investments, for educational 
training in your profession, and even for calculating or reduc- 
ing your taxes. 


Tax Credit 

You can claim an investment tax credit (ITC) equal to a 
percentage of the cost of a new or used ‘“‘capital asset”, i.e., 
virtually any piece of equipment used for business or produc- 
ing income. Under the new Accelerated Cost Recovery System 
(instituted by the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981), a com- 
puter is classified with most other equipment as ‘‘five-year” 
property. Five-year assets are eligible for an ITC of 10 percent 
of their cost. 

The ITC is nothing to sneeze at. A tax credit is far more 
valuable than a deduction, since it cuts your bottom-line tax 
bill dollar-for-dollar. If your marginal tax bracket is 40 per 
cent, for example, $1 of tax credit is worth $2.50 in 
deductions. 


Depreciation 

In addition to the ITC, you can “recover” the cost of busi- 
ness or investment property through tax deductions over a 
number of years. Commonly known as depreciation deduc- 
tions, these write-offs are now called “cost recovery” deduc- 
tions under the ACRS system. Ninety-five percent of a 
computer’s cost can be written off over five years under an 
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“accelerated” depreciation schedule, i.e., bigger deductions 
in the early years, and smaller ones later on. 

You must reduce the computer’s basis (its ‘“‘cost’’ for tax 
purposes) by half the amount of the ITC you claim, hence the 
95 percent cost-recovery basis. Alternatively, you can elect to 
depreciate the entire cost of your computer and reduce your 
ITC to 8 percent instead. Figure your overall tax both ways to 
decide which method is best for you, but remember that tax 
savings now are worth more than the same tax savings in a 
later year. 


Expensing 

If you want a full, immediate deduction, you can throw away 
the ITC and depreciation deductions in exchange for an in- 
stant write-off of up to $5,000 worth of business equipment. 
This current write-off is called “expensing”. The new Tax Re- 
form Act delayed a scheduled rise in the expensing deduction, 
to $7,500, from 1984 to 1988. You still may claim the ITC and 
depreciation for the cost of any capital assets you Cannot or 
choose not to expense. (Note: The dollar ceiling is halved if 
you're Claiming the expensing deduction as a single taxpayer 
or married taxpayer filing separately, instead of as a corpora- 
tion or on a joint return.) 


Software, Peripherals, and Supplies 

The IRS says that software may be either Saaea. or 
depreciated using a straight-line deduction schedule over five 
years instead of an accelerated one. (Some tax authorities as- 
sert that software should be deductible immediately as an or- 
dinary and necessary business. expense.) The IRS also 
considers software to be “intangible” property, ineligible for 
the ITC. However, software that is “bundled” into the pur- 
chase price of a computer is treated like the computer itself, 
and the entire cost is eligible for the ITC and cavnioias 
depreciation. 

Peripherals for your computer, such as printers, mmeidoms, 
and the like, are treated the same way as the computer for tax 
purposes. However, computer supplies, paper, ribbons, disk- 
ettes, and so on, currently are deductible as business ex- 
penses, just like your other office supplies. 

Under the President’s recent tax-reform proposal, the ITC: 
will be eliminated. Depreciation deductions will be pruned a 
little, and will be worth less if your tax rate is lowered. 


Activities That Qualify for Tax Benefits ” 

Your computer will only bring you tax savings when you use 
it in certain ways listed in the law. Key point: Your deductions 
and credits are prorated over the total amount of time you use’ 
your computer. Do you use your computer for deductible pur- 
poses 75 percent of the total time you spend with it? Then only 
75 percent of its cost is eligible for tax benefits, such as 
depreciation deductions and the ITC, subject to this year ’S 
new rules. What are deductible computer uses? 


Business : 

As you know, the tax law allows you to write off the cost of 
buying and maintaining assets used in your trade or business. 
Just about any business use, word processing, database 
management, accounting, spreadsheet modeling, inventory 
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Control, mailing list maintenance, and on and on, qualifies 
your computer for the ITC and depreciation deductions or up- 
front expensing. : 


Investments : 

’ Use of a computer for the production of income from invest- 
ments also is deductible. Anything from tracking a stock 
portfolio to managing an apartment building to cataloging a 


profitable coin collection is included. However, investment use. 


is not eligible for the expensing deduction. 


Education: 

- If your computer helps you improve your professional 
performance through education or training, it’s depreciable as 
a business-related expense (but no ITC is allowed). However, 
the cost of courses to help you meet the minimum educational 
requirements for your present profession, or to qualify for a 
new occupation, is not deductible.  —:- 


Taxes ° Bat 

If your computer helps you with your taxes, financial plan- 
ning, record keeping, return preparation, etc., it's eligible for 
depreciation or expensing as a cost of tax compliance.: 

. These basic rules for claiming tax breaks for a computer 
have not changed. But much else has. And the new, more 
complicated laws can sink your tax refund fast if you're not 
Careful. For the full story, read on. , ae 


Tax Reform Act of 1984 


TRA, as it’s been nicknamed, is the massive revenue-rais- 


ing portion of the larger Deficit Reduction Act of 1984, which 
also-included some spending cuts. Instead of enacting a gen- 
eral overhaul of our Byzantine tax statutes, however, Con- 
gress scrabbled for nickels and dimes all over the code books. 
One area the legislators scratched for spare change was busi- 
ness deductions for personal.computers and other ‘“‘listed” 
assets, (primarily cars and recreational facilities). 

In summary, under TRA you'll lose some tax benefits if you 
don’t use your: new computer primarily for business. And 
you'll lose them all if you can’t prove your business use. Here 
are the details of the new rules. ' 


Be a Fifty-One Percenter : 

That's the key to preserving all the tax breaks for personal 
computers. If your business use is over 50 percent of your to- 
tal computer use, you may still enjoy the ITC and accelerated 
depreciation deductions under the ACRS system, or the 
expensing deduction in the alternative. ; 

If your business use fails to exceed 50 percent, you will lose 
the ITC and up-front expensing completely. And you'll have to 
Stretch your depreciation deductions into equal installments 
(“‘straight-line” method) over 12 years, instead of accelerated 
write-offs over five years. 


Proratlon 


Of course, you still must reduce your deductions by the 
nonqualified portion of your computer use. Computer time 


Spent for the production of income through investments does . 


not count toward business use when you're calculating 
whether you've satisfied the over 50 percent test. Once you 
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have passed that threshold, however, you can tack investment 
use onto qualified business use when figuring your overall 
deductions. 

Warning: If your computer qualifies for full write-offs (on ac- 
count of over 50 percent business use) in the first year, but 
then in a subsequent year your business use falls below 50 
percent, you're in trouble. In the later year, the IRS will require 
you to “recapture” the excess credits and deductions you 
Claimed to which you are no longer entitled. That rule will pre- 
vent you from buying a computer at the end of December, 
using it only for business for a few days to get all the tax 
breaks, and then converting it to nonbusiness use the next 
year. And once your computer fails the over 50 percent test, 
you are required to use straight-line depreciation over 12 
years forever afterward. You cannot go back later to full write- 
offs, even if your business use exceeds 50 percent in a still. 
later year. 


Example 1: Brooke Lynne Bridge owns a prospering struc- 
tural engineering firm. She recently bought a personal com- 
puter for her desk at home, so she could continue working on 
professional problems evenings and weekends. She uses her 
computer about 60 percent of the time for her business. 
Brooke also uses it about 20 percent of the total time to man- 
age her stock portfolio, and another 10-percent goes into 
maintaining tax records and filling out tax returns on a 
spreadsheet. Brooke also keeps her checkbook and her rec- 
ipes on her computer, and likes to relax with an occasional 
computer game. : 

Here’s how Brooke's write-offs shape up: She passes the 
“over 50 percent” business-only use test. That means she 
can add her 20 percent investment use to her 60 percent busi- 
ness use and claim an ITC of 10 percent times 80 percent of 
her computer’s cost. Brooke can add her 10 percent tax-plan- 
ning use to the 80 percent total when figuring her accelerated 
depreciation deductions over five years. Her net depreciation 
deductions therefore, will recover 86 percent of her comput- 
er’s cost: 90 percent minus half the ITC claimed. Alternatively, 
Brooke can expense up to $5,000 of her computer. 

~ Example 2: Sam |. Tation operates a garbage-hauling ser- 
vice. He uses his new home computer to keep his business 
books, a task which occupies nearly 50 percent of the total 
time he uses it. Sam also does his personal taxes on the com- 
puter (10 percent) and manages his real estate investments 
(20 percent of the time). Sam’s kids use the computer the re- 
maining 20 percent of the time for homework and games. 

Sam will find himself with tax problems this year. Because 
his business use does not exceed 50 percent of his total use, 
he cannot claim the ITC or expensing at all. His basis for 
depreciation will include the 50 percent business use, the 10 
percent tax use, and the 20 percent investment use, a total of 
80 percent of the computer’s cost. However, those depreci- 
ation deductions will be spread out evenly over 12 years. 

The real numbers can be depressing. If you bought a 
$5,000 computer last year and used it exclusively for manag- 
ing your investments, you could claim a $500 ITC and a first- 
year depreciation deduction of $713. Your second-year 
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depreciation would amount to $1045. (The first-year deduc- 
tion is’ based on a “half-year convention,” under which you 
are assumed to have bought the machine on July 1 no matter 
when you actually get it, so you're entitled to half a year’s 
depreciation deduction.) 

If you bought the same $5,000 computer for the same pur- 
pose now, you could claim no ITC and only $208 for depreci- 
ation with the half-year convention (just $417 from the second 
through twelfth years). As you can see, it’s especially impor- 
tant to use your computer for business and be able to prove it. 
That’s where TRA’s second major change came in, but not for 
long. 


Record Keeping 

TRAwas tough here, too. For tax years beginning on or after 
January 1, 1985, you had to keep records on business use of 
your personal computer in much the same way you would 
record your business use of a personal car. You would have to 
Certify to the IRS on your tax return that you had kept records 
of the amount of time you used your computer for business 
and for other purposes. 

TRA said your computer log must be ‘‘contemporaneous,” 
i.e., compiled at around the same the time you use the com- 
puter. The log must detail how much time you spend on the 
computer for business, for investment management, for tax 
preparation, and for professional education. It also should 
document the amount of computer time you spend on per- 
sonal, nondeductible pursuits such as games, nobhes,. or 
household management. 

Relax: TRA’s stringent record keeping rules raised such an 
outraged uproar from the business community that Congress 
backed off. The President recently signed into law a new bill 
repealing those rules as if they had never been enacted. Now 
computers are subject to the same record keeping rules as 
any other business property. 

But for 1986 and after, computers will be subject to the 
same rules as business cars. That means that you can 
substantiate your deductions by either a log or diary, or by 
your own word backed up by any other evidence you can 
produce. But Congress also said that oral evidence is the 
worst kind of evidence, and a written contemporaneous log is 
the best. You'd be wise to continue.to maintain a contempora- 
neous diary. 


Leased but Not Last ; 

If you've already started thinking about outflanking the 
Strict new deduction rules by leasing your new computer in- 
stead of buying it, don’t bother. The rules will apply to lessees 
rather than lessors when the lease is 30 days or more. You'll 
be treated as if you own the equipment instead of lease it. 
Deductions for your lease payments will be prorated between 
your qualified business use and nonqualified use, according 
to tables that the IRS will issue. The lessor will be unaffected 
by the new regime. 


Employees’ Deductions 
Under prior law, an employee generally could claim the ITC 
and depreciation deductions for a home computer purchased 
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to aid the performance of his employment duties. TRA tightens 
up the rules here, too. Now an employee may not claim tax 
breaks unless his employer actually requires that he buy the 
computer for the employer’s convenience and as a condition 
of employment. Our legislators are no dummies, either: The 
employer's mere statement to that effect will not be sufficient 
proof that the employee’s computer was a job requirement. 

When an employer provides a computer to an employee for 
business and personal use, the new law draws a distinction 
between an owner of 5 percent or more of the business and an 
employee owning less than 5 percent. If the latter includes the 
value of his personal use of the computer in his income — as if 
it were compensation — the employer can deduct the employ- 
ee’s computer time as a business use, just as it could deduct 
the employee’s compensation. The same result would occur if 
the employee paid the employer for the value of his personal 
use. However, a 5 percent-or-more owner is not treated the 
same. His personal use of the employer’s computer will not be 
deemed deductible business use, even if he includes its value 
in his income or pays it to the employer. 


When and Where TRA Is Effective 

TRA’s new rules apply to computers placed in service after 
June 18, 1984. They apply to rented computers which are 
leased after that date, too. But TRA does not affect tax breaks 
for a computer placed in service after June 18 if it was bought 
or leased under a binding contract signed before that date, 
and was actually placed in service before 1985. 


Off-Premises Only 


TRA’s strict new limits are intended to forestall unjustified - 
tax deductions for home computers that are not actually used - 


primarily for business. Therefore, only computers used off 
your business premises are covered by the law and are in the 


clear. A word to the wise: Keep meticulous records of your - 
business use of your Osborne, Kaypro, or any other portable | 


computer you may own. Even if it’s based in your office, the 
IRS might allege that you carry it home for personal use. 


Home Office 

What about a computer used in the home office of a quali- 
fied sideline or home-based business? Again, careful 
substantiation is a must. But if your home office qualifies for 
deductions because it’s used regularly and exclusively for 
business, then a computer kept there should be exempt from 
TRA’s strict new regime, and treated as if it were located in an 
outside office. 


Comes the Revolution 

There you have it — what the Tax Reform Act has done to 
tax breaks for personal computers. When Congress changes 
the tax laws again, we'll be here to let you know about it. 


How To Assure Your Computer Deductions 

We cannot promise you that the tips below will turn an IRS 
agent away from your door the way lambs’ blood made the An- 
gel of Death pass over the Israelites’ homes in the pharaoh's 
Egypt. But following these hints should help nail down your 
deductions for business use of a home computer: 
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: 1, Prove that you're in business. The first hurdle to over- 
come, if you use a computer for business at home, is to dem- 
onstrate that you're: running a legitimate business. 
Substantiate the number of hours you put in and your expecta- 
tion of profiting from them. Keep your business and personal 
activities separate. If you work at home in the course of job 
duties for your employer, have the employer attest to your 
responsibilities. . 

2. Maintain a home office. To be eligible for deductions, a 
home office must be used regularly and exclusively for busi- 
ness. Set aside a separate room, or at the least a separate sec- 
tion of a larger room, just for your business activities. Then 
keep your computer in the office. 

3. Buy a business computer. The type of computer you keep 
at home may also affect the government's attitude toward 
your deductions. A music-color-and-joystick game machine is 
less likely to withstand scrutiny than a no-nonsense business 
computer. An IRS agent should have no problem believing that 
your Osborne or Kaypro is strictly for business. 

4. Use business software. The IRS will more likely allow 
your deductions if you’re using serious (and probably expen- 
sive) business software, such as a sophisticated word proces- 
sor, an advanced spreadsheet, a full-fledged accounting 
package, etc. The programs that are bundled with your 
Osborne or Kaypro should certainly meet this test. 

5. Substantiate your time. The importance of keeping a 
convincing contemporaneous log of the time you use your 
computer for business cannot be overstressed. It’s the surest 
way to show the IRS that you mean business. 


[Note: The foregoing article was originally written for and is 
reprinted by permission of the now-defunct Business Comput- 
ing magazine. It also appeared in the December, 1984 edition 
of NYOUG/NEWS, the newsletter of the New York Osborne 
Users’ Group. It has been lightly edited to reflect recent law 
changes and to personalize it for the FOGHORN. Copyright © 
1985 by Jonathan Plutchok.] 
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The Problem with 


- Computers Today 
by Robert Bauer — 


Now that the personal computer revolution is over and the 
Office work station is a ubiquitous presence in American busi- 
ness, we are faced with even a bigger problem: how to in- 
tegrate this equipment in a manner which is productive, 
efficient, and cost-effective? 

Towards these goals, we first asked for software which was 
demonstrably adequate for the desired task, and then bundled 
packages of this software, and finally, integrated software 
Such as LOTUS and its derivatives. 

In order to make full use of these programs, with an aim to 
make the best possible business decisions, data from many 
different sources must be readily available for these programs 
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to process. It is this processing of data that gives manage- 
ment the information it needs in the decision-making process. 

The collection of data and the more important activity of 
generating information is not new; it has been the prime con- 
cern.of management for many, many years. Today however, 
the market, technology, and the competition are changing 
faster than ever before and the adept manager must be able to 
compare alternate strategies and tactics quickly and effi- 
ciently if he wants to be in business tomorrow. 

Large companies have been using management informa- 
tion systems (MIS) for almost two decades and have the ca- 
pability to utilize newer technologies without a great impact 
on their current MIS. Small and medium companies do not 
have this luxury: every dollar spent can make or break them. 

For the small to medium business, the concept. of 
interconnected PCs is attractive for several reasons: 


1. Shared information is readily available to all “users”. 

2. Localized computing power of each user. 

3. Reduction in information dissemination delays. 

4. Alternative company strategies and tactics can be 
compared. 

5. Faster response to a changing market and economy. 

6. Ability to ‘‘share” resources such as printers, disks, etc. 


This list is by no means complete but it does specify sev- 
eral key points. 

The interconnection of these PCs and their associated 
peripherals is called a network. When the geographical range 
is not great, the network is referred to as a Local Area Network 
(LAN). The technology and expertise necessary to implement 
the LAN is readily available, however the manager must ask 
the question: “what advantages will be gained and do they fit 
within my overall objective?” 

Other important questions relate to organizational changes, 
displacement of employees, and intangible factors such as 
morale. 

These and other considerations are discussed in a great 
many textbooks dealing with MIS and modern management 
techniques. What is not discussed is the small to medium 
business operating with limited resources and a small share 
of a highly-competitive market which — to make matters 
more complicated — is changing rapidly. 

Whereas, the large organization has the necessary man- 
power, money, and materials to conduct the appropriate fea- 
sibility studies, case histories, and mathematical models, the 
small to medium business can rarely afford this type of re- 
search. They tend to rely heavily upon the advice and sugges- 
tions of vendors, suppliers, salespeople, and other charmers’ 
for decision criteria and other information. This in not the best 
course of action but the alternatives are generally cost-pro- 
hibitive or otherwise unacceptable. 

The software that is commercially available is ill-suited for 
the small business for several reasons: 


1. It requires much effort to learn and to use. 
2. It requires the manager to change the operation of his 


business. 
> 


Page 23 


3. It is prohibitively expensive. 

4. Industry's idea of “user friendly” is either childish, cum- 
bersome and slow, or leaves one to wonder what “friendly” 
means. 

5. It requires one to purchase additional equipment. 


Of course, this is only one side of the coin and each 
commercially-available software package has its fair share of 
good points. However, as a system do they exhibit synergism 
and are they flexible? 

Software such as LOTUS (and its derivatives — SYM- 
PHONY, JAZZ, and the like) work well in the single-station 
environment even if they are somewhat difficult to learn. Al- 
though these software packages are a tremendous improve- 
ment over anything else on the market, they are not suited for 
the small business. 

The net result of all these factors places the small business 
ina very unstable position. On one hand they do not have the 
expertise or money to purchase or develop an efficient system 
solution. On the other hand, current technologies do not allow 
for the ability to configure resources in an optimum manner 
without a great deal of system experience. 

Software developers also find themselves in a similar situ- 
ation. They cannot develop software for an unknown applica- 
tion or for which there is no perceivable market. 

The cause of this state of affairs rests squarely upon the 
shoulders of the smal! to medium business but they are not at 
fault. Generally, without formal education, self-starting in- 

dividuals have filled a need within our society by providing 
services and products. Although the business is rarely run 
efficiently, it does make money. 

In consideration of the previous discussion several ques- 
tions need to be addressed: 


1. When will the introduction of personal computers save 
money and improve efficiency? 

2. What criteria will be used to choose the best personal com- 
puter for the application? 

3. What kinds of configurations will provide for a flexible 
system? 

4. What hardware/software capabilities must exist in the 
system? 

5. What about down equipment, crashed disks, and the inevi- 
table “unforeseen” accident? 


Questions one through four represent the basic areas in 
which | am currently researching. Although, | am doing this 
specifically for a single purpose, (multi-discipline large-scale 
project management), | feel that there are many similarities to 
the small to medium business. The most important similarity 
is the lack of information about the decision-making pro- 
cesses and the nonstandardization of management practices 
within the small business administration. In this regard | have 
been looking at ways to incorporate “‘management’s style” in 
the operating system. 

Developing a similar environment for the small to medium 
business presents unique problems due to the diversity of 
uses that the microprocessor-based system has been applied. 


In order to address the implementation problems and fully 
understand both the long and short term need of the small to 
medium business, a data base of information is neGeesalah 
The three major areas of relevant data are: 


|. Implementation case histories (including cost) 
A) Unsuccessful implementations 
1. complete and total failure 
2. Partial failures, e.g., system performance 
3. Unsatisfactory system design 
B) Successful implementations 
1. Complete success 
2. Relative success 
ll. Total integration needs 
A) Full integration 
1. Closed or tightly-coupled networks 
2. Open or loosely-coupled networks 
B) Applications supported 
1. Point of sale 
2. “What if” analysis 
3. DBMS 
etc. 
Ill. Unaddressed needs 


In order to compile this information and begin to develop 
the appropriate system models, | have developed a question- 
naire which will be sent to anyone who requests it. Alterna- 
tively, a description embodying the above information may be 
sent directly to me. 

All information received will be acknowledged and a sum- 
mary will be provided to each participant. 

Address correspondence to: . 


Robert Bauer 
201A Avian Dr. 
Vallejo, CA 94591 
(707) 557-2949 
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SUPPORTING OSBORNE OWNERS SINCE 1981 
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OSBORNE! 


Call or ae : for ree: 
“| Q my Osborne” Stickers: 
and current price list 


20630 oe Street 
Chatsworth, CA 91313 
(818) 709-6969 
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— SS ae “MAKE YOUR IBM-PC _ 
lomeswmoammn we” OSBORNE COMPATIBLE” 


aa Intersecting Concepts Announces 3 Solutions 
To Solve Your Computer Incompatibility 


Avaur TCLOUDSODD 
Cane FP 1000 (SDD) 
(une MCR ut will it work on my computer? Yes! Finally, there are 
three easy ways to exchange information, transfer files, and 
run CP/M software on MS-DOS machines. 


+ CDOS ISSDDe 
+ CDOS USSSDD 
p w/in Term (DS 


MUSSDDE 
aU (SSDDI 
Davidge (DSDDE 
Ungitog (DSDDE 
Epson Multifont (DSDD» 
Epyon QX- 10 DS0DD1 
Fact DTC OSSDD) 
Fuptmu Micro 168 (SDD) 
Groupil 11 CP/M UDSbDY 
* [Heath w/Magoohe CLM 
Heath/ Zenith Z-DOS Wax DSDDt 
Heath/ Zenith 7-DOS tax SSDD? 
Heath/Zenth Z-DOS ta SDD 
Heath/Zenith Z-DOS (2 a2 SSD) 


[ofe le fel 
Heath/Zenith 7 1 CP/M IDSDIn aa 


—_ rs G 1, MEDIA MASTER is our direct disk-to-disk 

i format conversion program. Already an accepted 
industry standard, this $39.95 program uses 
simple screen prompts that lets you read, write 
and format up to 70 different 514” diskettes from 
— eae CP/M, MS-DOS and PC-DOS operating systems. 

So if you work on a IBM PCompatible at the office, but use a CP/M 

computer at home, now you can easily transfer files that would other- 
wise be “‘foreign” to your computer’s operating system. 


Heatty Zenith 7-100 C1/MISSDDY ofe 2. MEDIA MASTER PLUS goes one step further 
Tea en Ab by converting 8-bit CP/M software to run on 
MEE CV Mae Den! : 16-bit MS-DOS and PC-DOS machines. This newly 
THM PODOS (ax DSDDr OD released $59.95 product combines our IBM-PC 
Se *\e version of Media Master with ZP/EM, a powerful 
TS PE-Os ex SSDI ° : ni new emulation program. The results are amazing: . 
ea uae St “1; .. CP/M programs using 8080 instructions and data can be transfered 
[| from popular computers like Osborne, Kaypro and Zenith to run on 
{| MS-DOS and PC-DOS machines! 
i 
|S ae Persea 8, ACCELER-8/16 is also new and dramatically 
aaa | ' improves the performance of Media Master Plus 
[e| [>| |, SRNR by tailoring the CP/M emulation around a NEC 


Mei {AAMMMLMMAMMUMAMES > ~—-V20 microchip. This chip simply replaces the 8088 
processor in your MS-DOS computer. Once’ 

, installed, it’ll run your CP/M and MS-DOS 
software much faster. (Speed improvements are roughly 15% faster in 
MS-DOS and 350% faster in CP/M!) With ACCELER-8/16 your 
MS-DOS computer is now CP/M compatible for only $99.95! 


The Choice Is Yours 
So if you just need to exchange files between different computers 
using different operating systems, there’s Media Master at $39.95. 


If you’re upgrading to an MS-DOS or PC-DOS machine or already 
have one but don’t want to spend money buying “new’’ software 
programs you already own, there’s Media Master Plus for $59.95. 


NEC PC au A CUSDD. 


ace 


And if the execution speed of your CP/M programs is important, 
there’s ACCELER-8/16 for $99.95, which provides a simple hardware 
and software solution to making your MS-DOS computer CP/M 
compatible. All three solutions save you money by eliminating 
expensive modems and communications software. 


To Order 


To order Media Master, Media Master Plus, or ACCELER-8/16, call 
800-824-7888, and ask for operator 251. For additional product and 
upgrade information contact: 


THS 4) Model WY CIM flue iss 1 
THS 40 Made VY Montesuma Mier iS8pbn 
Teletek 1 ack sspin 

hel track oSSDI 
he Thon eDSpin 


News age ISDN Intersecting Concepts, Inc., ct x 
Nera Iisssin 4573 Heatherglen Ct., Moorpark, CA 93021 “ee tones 
* Requires access to “forvign” computer or call 805-529-5073. 
FOGHORN Vol. V No. 2 November, 1985 Page 25 


Page 26 


[HARDWARE REVIEWS | 


A Review of the Brother 
Correctronic 50 Typewriter 
and IF-50 Interface 
by Burt L. Fielding, 
President, 

Santa Maria Osborne Group 


Most of us make our first peripheral a printer. Many of us 
choose a dot matrix printer such as Epson, C. Itoh, Apple, 
Mannesmann Tally, Okidata, NEC, Juki, etc. With any printer, 
one does not have a true typewriter, and there are many times 
when the need for “real” typing becomes overwhelming. 

On the market is a well-built electronic typewriter whose 
manufacturer had the foresight to design, build and offer a 
most flexible interface. The Brother Correctronic 50 (CE-50 
Model) typewriter is a most pleasant substitute for IBM’s 
Selectric II. Brother built their typewriter to take the rigors of 


computer printing. IBM representatives will advise a Selectric — 


owner, as | was, that their machine will not hold up very long if 
used with a $600 interface and a computer! 

Like the Osborne computer, Brother made their typewriter 
portable, complete with latching dust cover and a handle with 
which to carry it. You are offered three character pitches: 10, 
12 and 15 CPI. The typewriter has full line correction and 
automatic relocation after correction along with a repeat key 
for all functions and characters. 

It offers you decimal tabulation as well as standard tab 
functions and every other function you would expect on a 
topflight machine. Brother put in a half-space key for ll, etc. 
The unit is a mere 17.5 ibs, U.L. Listed, and measures 
17.25°W x 15.5”D x 5.5°H. 

The Brother CE-50 uses daisy wheels enclosed in clear 
plastic cassettes and they are a snap to insert or remove. The 
number of type font styles available for the Brother CE-50 is 
enormous and you can choose from symbols, international 
styles, and just about anything you wish — from Quadro 15 to 
Letter Gothic! 

Each CE-50 has three keyboard settings to offer you a 
choice for the daisy wheel cassette you have chosen. The 
daisy wheels come in American English, King’s English, Ger- 
man, Swiss German, Canadian (bilingual), French, Spanish, 
American Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Dutch, 
Norwegian/Danish, Swedish/Finnish and ASCII. Most of 
these languages are offered in a dozen different type fonts. 
Since this is a product of Japan, they probably have the cas- 
settes in Japanese, Russian, Chinese, Hindu, Arabic and Swa- 
hili, and perhaps many others. 
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The cost of the Brother Correctronic 50 varies from a list of 
about $400-+ to a sale price of $280 at Fedco, $300 at Gemco 
and $328 at Consumer's. The typewriter provides a DIN 
socket for acceptance of the Brother IF-50 Interface. The IF-50 
Interface permits you to use the Correctronic 50 as a letter- 
quality printer with your computer. ; 

The IF-50 is an optional item which sells for $120 up to 
about $150. This interface has been well thought out, for it has 
both parallel and series connectors for use with either type of 
computer output. 

Embodied in this interface is a unique COPY feature. This 
allows one to load the interface’s 2K buffer and press one but- 
ton to keep feeding.and copying as long as you wish to press 


that one key on the interface. That comes in handy, e.g., when - 


sending out invitations or announcements. 

The speed of the Correctronic 50 when used with the IF-50 
Interface is about 80 to 90 WPM. The interface gets its power 
from the typewriter, into which it is connected. The only cable 
needed is one to connect the interface to your computer. There 
exists a slight delay after a key is struck, when typing on the 
Correctronic 50. Within about a week of use you'll forget that it 
is there — then you will have a letter-quality printer and type- 
writer which will become one of your most used peripherals. 

| have been using my CE-50 and IF-50 for letter-quality cor- 
respondence with WordStar and my computers, and as a 
sophisticated typewriter, for more than a year at this writing 


and my satisfaction could not be greater. 
ees8se6838 


Initial Impressions _ 


of the INOVA 500 
by Burt L. Fielding 
President, 
Santa Maria Osborne Group 


Like most computer groups, WestWind’s Drive:C: is being 
used with great satisfaction by several of our SMOG members. 
In fact, | know of no Drive C: owner who is not serenely happy 
with WestWind’s RAM-disk. 

| am however a maverick in certain respects in that | like to 
have the first of a promising new product. | did order a Drive 
C:, then got a call from John Luongo, (one of our members in 
Victorville) to let me know about MicroTech’s ad for INOVA 
500 in the FOGHORN. | tried to “hold” my order with WestWind 
on Monday morning after placing it the preceding Friday after- 
noon. The Drive C: had already been shipped! However, 
WestWind’s Dave Price, being a most understanding and 
helpful CEO, permitted me to refuse the UPS delivery which 
came in some eight days later. 

Meantime, | called Microtech’s Jim Switz (our only hon- 
orary SMOG member and the father of our superb disk library) 
to learn what | could about INOVA 500 and their SKEYS pro- 
gram. Jim explained that the INOVA 500 was a complete mem- 
ory board, was easily installed within an Osborne Executive 
and came with appropriate software. 
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Jim and the advertisement stated that the board has 512Kb 
RAM memory, 128Kb of which is used as the Executive comes 
from the factory, and the remainder (some 380Kb), becomes a 
RAN-disk. This sounds terrific and | believe it will be sensa- 
tional when all unknowns are conquered. 

At this writing — July — | have installed the INOVA 500 
memory board and can, by using an experimental program 
which was furnished by Microtech, get a RAM-disk of 253Kb. 
This cost just $345 and my old memory board! 

However, it’s not what Jim and his ads said it would be, al- 
though the advertisements do state that a buyer will get soft- 
ware upgrades for one year. | know Jim Switz (president of 
Microtech), and I'm completely confident that everything will 
be brought to the standards advertised. 

First, let me go into the installation process which is well 
written by Switz, Joel Guerra and Lowell Streiker. Bud Gunter, 
a friend and member of SMOG, was at my home the day the 
INOVA 500 arrived. 

Bud and | took off all metal items (rings, watches, bracelets, 
buckles, etc.) and our shoes — static electricity can become a 
destroyer of ultra-fine chips. Bud looked over my shoulder, 
supported the logic board and offered some cogent sugges- 
tions. It took me no more than 25 minutes to accomplish the 
exchange of memory boards, (no soldering) including study- 
ing the instructions, carefully disassembling and 
reassembling the Exec, and testing it with a RAMTEST pro- 
gram that was furnished. 

| have no doubt that | could do a second Exec in no more 
than 10 to 15 minutes. The system works perfectly and is SO 
fast that I’m often way behind the computer now, where the 
order of the day before was, enter and wait, enter and wait. 

I’ve used Drive C: as well as INOVA 500 and | can honestly 
tell no difference in their speed — they are each so fast that 
speed measurements are certainly not needed. | do like the 
neatness of the INOVA 500 installation for you can look my 
Exec over from head to toe and you'll never know if | have a 
RAN-disk or not! 

With INOVA 500, I’m able to utilize the pocket below the 
drive B and all connectors are performing their regular func- 
tions without any adaptors or clutter. 

Documentation is lacking for using INOVA as a print buffer, 
but that information (and a bound manual) should be arriving 
at any time now according to a frontispiece. 

All registered owners who bought INOVA 500 prior to July 
31, 1985 will have warranty through July 31, 1986. INOVA 
500s purchased after July 31, 1985 will bear the normal, but 
excellent, one-year warranty. 

When this system and its software are brought up to the 
standards of the claims, I'd like to have the opportunity to re- 
view INOVA 500 and SKEYS. 


eeee eae 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


When it comes 

to Osborne ; 
service and repair 
we have the 

final word... 


experience! 


Mission Peak Systems has serviced, repaired 
and upgraded more Osborne 1’s and 
Executives than anyone in the world. Our 
quality is unsurpassd, our turn-around time is 
the fastest available and our price is the lowest 
possible. Simply stated, we know more about 
Osborne service and products than anyone, 
anywhere! Mission Peak Systems is staffed 
with ex-Osborne employees who have been 
servicing Osborne computers since Osborne 
first introduced them. We have established a 
network of Dealers and service companies 
nationwide that are trained, stocked with 
parts, and have been repairing OCC-1’s and 
Executives since Osborne Computer Corp. 
started selling them. 

So, if you have a problem with your 
Osborne, any problem, we have already 
experienced it. 


Besides Osborne Computer repairs Mission Peak 
offers the following: 
= Upgrades - double density, and 80 column 
= Hard Disks - 10 megabytes 
Extended Warranties - 90 day and 1 year 
Osbornes and Executives - new and used 
Printers, External Monitors and Cables 


Also announcing the new Osborne Vixen for 
only $1285.00 


Call or write us for more information on the 
dealer nearest you. 


MISSION PE/\K SYSTEMS 


3514 Arden Road, Hayward, CA 94545 
415 - 887 - 0756 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Do you use WORDSTAR™? 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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-Then you need THE ENHANCER! 


THE ENHANCER has been getting RAVE reviews . . . Here's why: 
@ Run the Enhancer just once to install WordStar for almost any printer. 


Run it again if you buy a different printer. 


Depending on your printer, you'll get easy access to: 
Pica ¢ elite * condensed « italic « bold doublestrike ¢ enlarged pica 
enlarged elite « enlarged condensed « strikeout continuous underlining 
draft quality + letter quality « 6 lines/inch ¢ 8 lines/inch 
subscripts ¢ superscripis 
Mix and match type styles within a line. 

AND MORE - TO THE LIMITS OF YOUR PRINTER! 


Choose from a menu of popular dot-matrix printers including: 

Epson MX series Epson RX series « Epson FX series ¢ Okidala 82/83 
Okidata 84 + Okidata 92/93 + Star Gemini + MicroGraph series + Microprism 
CITOH * NEC * SCM « Panasonic + Riteman ¢ Call for others 


THE ENHANCER will work with most daisy wheel printers, but is especially 
intended to support modern high quality OOT-MATRIX Printers with all their 
special fealures. A 


WHAT ELSE DOES 


THE ENHANCER vo? 


1. it gives a blinking cursor and automatic log-to-B: drive on ANY version of 
WordStar and ANY Osborne computer. 
. 1 makes WordStar MUCH FASTER to load and MUCH FAS7ER to respond 
when you press a key. 
. It automatically switches the arrow keys to WordStar mode on entry and to 
CP/M mode on exit. 
. It allows you to choose many of the default settings for WordStar in an 
extremely rapid and easy manner, so that everything will be tailored to your 
needs. 


. It modifies WordStar to allow TRUE SIMULTANEOUS printing and editing. 

. One copy of THE ENHANCER will patch WordStar to drive ANY of a long 
list of printers. Virtually every advanced feature of your printer will be 
available to you easily. No need to buy different ENHANCERS for different 
printers - they're all built in! 

. THE ENHANCER does its job QUICKLY and EASILY in less than 45 
seconds! 

. Tums off the sign-on logo and copyright notice. 

. THE ENHANCER comes wilh a two-week money-back trial period. 
How could you ask for more? 


¢ Special WordStar features installed by THE ENHANCER include: 


* Blinking Cursor (on/oH/variable rate) * Log-to-B: Drive (or/ol) 

¢ Superfast Loading and Response = « Simullaneous Printing and 
Time Editing 

¢ Automatic Right Margin Setting ° Insert Mode (on/off) 

¢ Right-justification (onvotf) Page Break display (orvof!) 

¢ "INSERT ON” Prompt visible Hyphen-Help (orv/ott) 
at column 40 Arrow Keys Automatically Set 

* Page Numbering (on/off) and Reset 


Here's what customers are saying about THE ENHANCER: 


“Wow! My printer now does everything the manual said it could do, | wish I'd 
had THE ENHANCER two years ago!" 


*1 love the blinking cursor and the speedup. All the rest Is pure gravy.” 
"I can't believe it was so easy! Thank you!” 
SEE the recent FOGHORN reviews 


Installs ANY version of WORDSTAR in 45 seconds 
Make as many backup copies as you want. 
2-WEEK MONEY-BACK TRIAL PERIOD. 
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oy GRAFGEN $39 
Hare Is a very Inexpensive, very complete graphics system for the Osborne 01, The 
Executive, or the Kaypro (please specify when ordering). You get the ability to design and 
modify charts, graphs and drawings (including text) with full-screen editing using your 
computer's graphics character set. There's a full-scale Graphics Programming Language that 
lats you maka slide shows and animated sequences. There are printer drivers for 
epson-compatible printers. This one even has a pop-up window for command entry! 


Full screen editor 

* Online help screen 

* Animation with timing capabilities 
© GPL programming language 

. input from GPL 

Mixed text and graphics 


* Block move/copy/fill 

* Load & save screens to disk 
© Screen painting feature 

* Automated slide shows 

© Printer output 

© 2-week moneyback trial 


We MIX EDITOR $39 


This fantastic program is a WordStar-compatible. lully-programmable split-screan text 
processor. Although it can be used lor plain old text processing (like WordStar's 
Non-Document mode) it is really designed as a programmer's editor. Here's why: 


You can split the screen vertically or horizontally to give you TWO WINDOWS! This means 
you can work on two different files at once or two parts of the same file. You can copy or 
Move text back and forth between the two windows. 

* You dan define macros to carry out complicated programming:editing commands at the 
touch of a key! . 

* You can creale setup files to tel you customize the same program In many different ways 
(this is really useful if you program in more than one language). 

* H you don’ bke the WordStar key layout you can redefine any command to any keystrokes 
you like, 


Available in Osbome, Kaypro, and IBM format - please specify when ordering. 


es : MEDSTAT $99 


Al last-a statistics package to address the needs of the health sciences and the biosciences! 

This program has been in use at the National Institute of Health and at other government and 

military medical institutions, but now lor the first time i is available to the public. Statistics are 

based upon standard references in the health sciences and biostatistics, and a page- 

bibliography is included. You get: 

CHFSQUARE ANALYSIS/CONTINGENCY TABLES 

Chi square, Yate's continuity corrected chi square, Mantel-Haenszel chi square and likelihood 

ratio chi square (all with degrees of freedom and two-tailed p-values). Correlation coefficients 

include phi, contingency coefficient, and Cramer's V. 

SAMPLE SIZE/POWER % 

Estimates how many prospective or retrospective study subjects (cases and controls) need to 

be entered into a study to have a good chance of correctly testing the statistical hypothesis. 

Also calculates the ‘power’ of a study - the probability that the study will correctly identity & 

true hypothesis given the number of study subjects to be used. 

FISHER'S EXACT TEST 

Fisher's exact one- and two-tailed P-values for a two by two table (zero values OK). 

SENSITIVITY/SPECIFICITY 

Evaluates screening tests to give you the sensitivity, specificity and predictive value of the 

ale My get positive and negative likelinood values as well as the screening probability ratio. 
“TES 

Paired and pooled T-tests on two sets of data (such as BEFORE and AFTER scores) to give 

you a T-score, degrees of Ireedom, and P-value for the comparison. 

REGRESSION ANALYSIS 

Lists the minimum, maximum and mean for X and Y data. Generates the linear regression 

equation, with the standard error of estimate and the 95% confidence level limits. Tests for 

slope not significantly uitferent {rom zero (using T- or Z- score and one-tailed P-value). Gives 

the correlation coefficient and R-squared. 

STRATIFIED ANALYSIS 

Detailed analysis of prospective, retrospective, or matched-pair data stratified to control for 

confounding factors or to look at cause/etfect relationships among various levels of 

Stratification. Gives you crude risks or odds ratios, Mantel-Haenszel risks or odds ratios, Wolf 

test lor homogeneity of strala, Mantel-Haenszel summary test, Mantel-Fleiss test T1 and T2, 

McNemar's test value and the summary risk difference. Test-based confidence intervals at 

the 95% level and two-tailed P-values are used. 

DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS 

Includes minimum, maximum, range, mean, standard deviation, standard error of the mean, 

and conlidence limits about the mean. For proportions you get binomial confidence limits or 

Miettinen quadratic bound confidence limits. 

P-VALUES T AND Z-SCORES 

Cakulate Z-score given a one-tailed P-value or calculate one- and two-tailed P-values from 

Z-score, or chi square value. 
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SUDDEN! 


EERE GROUP 


3421 M Street, NW, Suite 1336 
Washington, DC 20007 
(202) 338-9256 ‘ 


STEM 


: $199 
STATISTICAL & ECONOMETRICS for MICROCOMPUTERS 
STEM is a full-leatured statistical and economenic package that 
was originally developed for use on OEC computers. Now it is 
available for you to run on your Osborne microcomputer under 
CP/M. it is vary complete and very easy to use. 


‘WARNING: 


STEM is 9 professional package designed for those who use and 
understand staustics on a professional level Nis not a Teaching 
pogram’ Nor a toy. In order to make lull use of the power of 
M1 you should be familiar with such concepts as: 

= N-way analysis of variance & covariance 

+ Complex algebraic tanstormation of data 
+ Sub-sampling + Plotting + Data sorting + Projections 

+ Anolysis of statistical distributions 
= Correlation & mutiple regression 
+ Analysis & correction for auto correlation 
= Heteroskedastcity & multicolinearity tesis 
« Two-slage least squares procedure 
* Unequal cell requencies 
«Missing observations & repeated subjects 


STEM is comparable to maintiame packages: selling for much 
more. Go ahead - unleash this powet on your microcomputer 
today! Osborne 01 only. 


H you've been looking for a IInear programming packsge to run 
on the Osborne, here it is. Available for a limited ime FREE with 
the purchase ol the STEM system. 


*** WORD ROOTS °° $30 
This program is designed (0 boos! your vocabulary skills dramati- 
cally tnough learning to break words into thew component parts. 


ACTIVE TRACE 35 
IH weren't for this fantastic program | wouldn't even bother with 
BASIC. a e. This set of tools makes BASIC programming @ 
E TRACE is sometning no MBASIC programmer can 
a ia Sa ono Speeds debugging. boosts productivity. 


CABLES 

We have in stock a varioty of cables at excelent prices. 
In addition to our standard cables, we can provide just about any 
qustom cable you might want. 
* Six-foot keyboard ribbon cable wors on OS-1 & Exec. $20 
* Ten-foot serial cables drive any standard RS232-C equipment $25 
* Six-foot parallel printer (ribbon) cable wil dave slandard 

centronics- ype parallel printer from the Os! ‘Osbome- bt 
* Six-foot EXECUTIVE parallel pnoter cable. 33 
* Six-fool VIXEN parallel printer cabve. SS 


CompuMagic Presents: 


s2a MANYKEY sa 
This fantastic package lets every program automatically set the 
arrow keys & function keys. At last you can go fom WordStar to 
Supercalc to dBase II without st to reboot! Wonderful for 
Gouble-density and ESSENTIAL for any hard disk! Specity hoppy 

of hard disk systom when ordering. 


LOAN AMORTIZATION sso” 
Professions! package dos: 3 simple of complicated loan calculations 
easily and rapidly s FHA245's, vanecla intorest rate & mutti- 
level payment loans, balloon payments. Sond output to screen or 
Printer. 


CMAUTO + saan 
Makes any program ‘Load-N-Run’ from any user area on any disk. 
Croate your own AUTOST or EXECST programs. Other programs 
iin this package tet you: 


+ Use computer as » typewnter 
*Quichty change scraen size 
* Quickly spange Soria! port 
“Convert WS files to Scublespace 


SCREENCOPY ah 
captures evarnhing 

Copies it all Into a disk file foe ter Use, 

aessions for almost any program, allow 

jot capes at sree ctu in MEX + Vlove hI 

‘other programs ove you sorted directory ne poly 
ars han oe a rleane on nee ov ve tou 
temain 


Crna ut? You have 
Ovo soe dest ong ft for al Nes in all 


$24 
cuts comple 
is 
documentation! 


avaliable, and 
user areas atone von ONO 8 sorted 
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SWITCHBOXES 
serial and paralel switchtoxes at an unbeatable 
witch between two or even thre peripherals af the 
; OF CONNEC! {WO of Owes compilers to the! sare 


GAMES PAK 
throe separate packages - now includes nine games. 
simultaneous two-player action games. (Osborne 01) 


MEDIA MASTER 


OSBORNE ¢ IBM 
OSBORNE ¢ OTHER CP/M 
OSBORNE # TAS 60 


pest and best of the jams to vansier Ales 
mie OStSrne {or Exec) an and another aen 
lormat, read, write @ staggering Rey 
Toe doe Yes, this does exactly what you're hoping 
do. You can move programs and data Irom one computer to 
‘another “disk Latah an no restrictions. Datefies and betas 
‘ams 
Move across, perpen] will ee the same 
Operating sysiem (CP/M or MS. 00S). Since TOS “alion’ disk 
formats are doubio density, You will need a Gouble density 
Osbome in order to run this pri a att 
NO CABLES » NO MESS + NO FUSS 
MONEY BACK IF NOT COMPLETELY HAPPY 


dGRAPH $195 
Drolessonl jem automatically creales Gilerent 
yoo oBARE oO 7 readsheet datafiles or from Me oral 
on Supports ‘and many citferent options. Oouble 
density required. 


@UTIL 


The famous utility that elfectively adds macro 
@BASE Il. Boosts your productivity, aids read 


QUICKCODE $195 
Allows you to create dBASE |! applications programs in minutes! 
Easy screen dosign, easy database design, easy report design. 
Rasta generates good sourcecode for 12 citlerent kinds of 
BAS! peek oli al alia el ea 
requir 


PUBLIC DOMAIN PAK $99 


sunah sv paca gl coli Bea oe 


hundreds of disks of junk 


DISKAIDE $45 
tool lets you examine and change any byle in 
ra Because tis record and floid-orie: ponerted itis 
to database debugging. Runs from within 


OSBAUD : $50 
cea like crazy! You™l get & switch-selectable 
oo ey ysnconded baud rates 
baud. besarte requires 


comp 

{should have come with your computer 

aan) ‘With this pirlobdl dasa that in- 
Sp Cert You 


REMBRANDT $79 


fantastic graphics squeezes every last drop of ephics 
ta ot nour Saborte (snecly 6-1 or EXEC). e 
© Full-scroon graphics editor allows you to croale, od&, and seve 


+ Greate bar charts, pla chars, and X-¥ scatt (3 from hand- 
, SuperCalc, 


entered data or from external datafies (Word: 
Mbasic, Dbase Il, etc.) 
* Produce oloctronic sideshows of your pictures and graphs. 


KEYBOARD OVERLAYS $17 ea. 


‘These plastic overlays lve on your OS-1 or Executive keyboard 

80d DIV iCs 8 ANY 16 nS ee ne Ee 

Prdlet ay eorh noed to are available for 
aSiar, SuperCalc’ CBASE Il, and} IC. Blue case only. 


MONITOR ADAPTOR $27 
monitor edaplor allows Old 52-column Osbome to drive 
any Dy anced extornal moniter, Excetient quality, 
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TYPE-RITER 
LEARN TO TYPE! with this fantastic new program that smoothly 


and ft novice to 
feateres Babe use by schon H the Cussroun, ot 


TWO WEEK MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


TURBO PASCAL vers 3.0 $65 
YOUVE HEARD ABOUT IT - NOW TRY IT. | give this mm, 
Perrone Sar corng ‘cause Ks ecsler to use then , and 


TURBO COMBINATION PAK 
Tot oot Sie AP ecal synteny sabe; hes 8 Noobox of 
handy sourcecode for . indexing, 
more. You also get the TUTOR-ON-A- 10 lead you pares 
step through the Turbo Pascal system. 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. 
IBM COMPUTER STUFF 


‘We stock IBM format sofware, i versions of MEDIA 
MASTER, dGRAPH, dUTIL, QUI E, TURBO PASCAL, 
SIDEKICK. and the full series of POP-UPS. 


$130 


DESOLATION $29 
A hotshot gi vapnes game eveunble for the Osbome 01 and Execu- 
tre computers, OESOLATION lets my naneee youn 
7 scrolling gra, screens of threatening 
enemy attacks. Comes wan T keysice edupace, took 


BLOCKADE $20 
esouahon. 


Another I 
conjured up 


creo COMPILER 
This last. efficient C compiler 
wort 8 BEST sotware Dey 
and longs", transcendent: 
Should also order the eptional 6-20 MATHPAK at $2. 


SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG 


ORDER FORM 
hem 


Z 


— MOON BUGGY . 
—— THE ENHANCER ...... 
—— MEDIA MASTER 


SLevseger 


iS 
SSSBBSSB8RsRssggyssssesseeeeesssss EF 


—— ACTIVE TRACE . 

— PUBLIC DOMAIN(pak) 
—— GAMES PAK ‘ 
— REMBRANDT ....... 


— DISKAIDE 
— QUICKCODE 


PURBKEELERMVUABMLEM 


Sno BoSSRBVR 


— EXTRA baie lass 
— PARALLEL PRIN 
— EXEC PARALLEL CABLE. 
— VIXEN PARALLEL CABL 
— SERIAL PRINTER CABLE. 
—— SERIAL MODEM CABLE 
— KEYBOARD OVERLAYS{eech) 
—— CVA-1 MONITOR ADAPTOR 
— OSBAUD E tas 
— TYPE-AITER ....... 
— TURBO PASCAL .. 
— TURBO COMBINATION PAK 
— BM COMPUTER STUFF . 
—— DESOLATION ....... 
— BLOCKADE . 
C80 COMPILER 
SWITCHBOXES {serial 
SWITCHBOXES (serial ABC! 
SWITCHBOXES (paratiel AB) .. 
— SWITCHBOXES percent ABC) 
— MEDSTAT .. 
—— MIX EDITOR... 
— GRarGeN ee 


SUBTOTAL. cia enc 


and handling ($3.00) - 
0.C. Pesicenss 
foray een 


RSSRIALKR 


pe 


eh te eh he enor Ost ee reer r ot cares 
SZ8Z28S5383 


sssgsssses 


SUDDEN PRODUCTS GROUP 
3421-M Sueet, NW, Suite 1308 
0€ 20007 
(202) 336-9256 
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SOFTWARE REVIEWS 


In Praise of VDO12 
by Carl Greene 
P.O. Box 13 
Nixa, MO 65714 


You've heard the line, “‘It’s just as good as a XEROX”, be- 
fore. But, how about this one: “‘It’s just as good as WordStar’”. 
Well, for most purposes it is — and a lot quicker and smaller, 
too. 

I’m talking about VD012. 

If you’ve always dreamed of a compact text editor with none 
of the problems of ED.COM or dBASE II’s MODIFY COMMAND; 
if you’ve longed for the speed of RAM but couldn’t get it with 
WordStar, then you need to know about VD012 and why | think 
it’s worthy of praise. 

First, its small 4K size (as opposed to WordStar’s 60 + K) 
allows me to put it on all my program disks and not take up 
much space. Unlike WordStar, | can access it in a jiffy and it 
works at lightning speed. It'll handle a file up to 50K, all in 
RAM, and uses many commands common to WordStar and 
other programs. 

Among the common commands used by VD012 are: 


“€: (control C), scroll down (like WS) 

“R: — scroll up (like WS) 

“V¥: — set insert on (like dBASE Il and WS) 
“Y: — delete line (like dBASE II and WS) 

“&: delete character (like dBASE Il and WS) 
“W: insert line (like dBASE I! and WS) 


As a text editor for my dBASE II .CMD files, | prefer VD012. 
It doesn’t contaminate files like MODI COMM all too frequently 
does. And, again, it’s much, much quicker than WordStar. 

For general writing VD012 usually gets the nod. | can boot 
up and do all my rough draft text entry in a flash. Then, if | 
want to do some fancy printing, footnoting, etc., | can put in 
WordStar and do the final drafts. (To use the ~B paragraph re- 
forming option with WordStar, simply run the document 
through ENSOFT2.COM beforehand.) 

How fast is VO012? As | mentioned, it operates in RAM 
which makes it fast. But to really gain appreciation of its 
speed try this: run a dBASE II program, QUIT, load WordStar 
(after swapping disks, usually), make a modification toa .CMD 
file then return to dBASE. Now, try the same maneuver using 
VDO. You'll wonder how you got along without it for this long. 

Still not convinced? Try a few string searches. Scroll the 
screen using “R and “C. Now take a file of 2000 or so lines by 
52 columns wide (you can make one easily by replicating 10 
lines of text with VDO’s H option) and go from top to bottom. 
Now, load WordStar and try the same operations with *Q€ and 
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“QR. You'll quickly see the difference between QUICK! AND 
QUIIIUITINTINIICK. 

Now for one of VD012’s best features. Do you ever have to 
contend with this problem? You’re working on something 
slightly confidential. Maybe it’s a new proposal for the boss 
that you don’t want the other guy in the office to see. You're 
Outlining a surprise vacation trip for the family. You’ve just 
written a special sonnet for wifey for Valentine’s Day. It never 
fails. That guy, those kids, that wifey is going to walk up be- 
hind you just when you’ve.got the final draft on the screen and 
you'll look up to see their eyes riveted to the CRT. Now what do 
you do? With WordStar nothing. They’d have the whole 
screen read before you could do anything about it. But with 
VDO you just pop a quick <ESC> and presto, your secret’s 
Safe, covered up by a full screen menu. 

This VDO version is really praiseworthy. Its word wrap is a 
great boon to 52 column Ozzy users and it’s got another sur- 
prise feature that even my WordStar version 2.26 didn’t have 
— a blinking cursor. 

| can’t think of anything better than VD012 for a quick, in- 
expensive (free from FOG’s BBS) text editor. Unless, by chance 
it’s that new version VDE2C. Got to get that one myself and 


check it out! 
eee 888 8 


More Uses For “SORT.COM” 
by John Daggan 


| have been compiling a mailing list for a script develop- 
ment group here in New York. Since I’m very cheap, | didn’t 
get a real data base manager like dBASE II so | could do it 
right. Instead, | use the software that came with Ozzie — 
MBASIC, WordStar and MailMerge. These lists are sequential 
files, created with a BASIC program that | got from a past 
FOGHORN issue (| can’t find it now, or I'd give you the 
reference). 

| use MailMerge to print the lists — which | had sorted al- 
phabetically — and labels for bulk mailings, which had to be 
sorted by zip code. | wrote my own BASIC program to sort the 
list alphabetically and by zip code, and it worked OK for a 
while. However, as the lists grew, so did the time it took to sort 
them — up to an hour-and-a-half for 500 records!. And | soon 
found out that my Ozzie could only handle about 560 records 
while BASIC was loaded. : 

After reading a couple of articles about the program 
SORT.COM in the FOGHORN and Portable Companion, | figured 
that this was just what | needed. 

SORT.COM is a wonderful little utility program that can be 
found on just about any RBBS, including FOG’s. You may also 
find it listed under names like SORTV13.COM or SORTV.COM. 
It sorts ASCII files line by line and puts them in hexadecimal 
order. A line is ended with a carriage return, just like my mail- 
ing list records, so it seemed like a perfect match for me. 

All you do is type “SORT FILENAME” at the CP/M prompt. 
The program will then quickly sort your lines alphabetically. 


cont. on page 32 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER ON 
COMPUPRO 10 PLUS'SYSTEMS 
FOR FOG MEMBERS ONLY. 


Don’t miss the opportunity to purchase this versatile, multi-user computer at an 
outstanding price. For a limited time only, the CompuPro 10 plus with a 10 Mbyte hard 
disk will be available to FOG members only at a special discount. This is the same 
computer that is used in the FOG office. 


The 10 Plus (2 User) Includes: The 10 Plus (4 User) Includes: © 


- * 10 Mbyte hard disk * 10 Mbyte hard disk 
* 2 Z-80 user processors . * 4 Z-80 user processors 
* 768k system RAM ‘* 768k system RAM 
* | 5-1/4" floppy disk drive * 1 5-1/4" floppy disk 


$2995.00 ; $ 3595.00 


Software Package For Each System Includes: 


* Concurrent DOS” * New Media for reading Osborne and 
* SuperCale 2™ other diskettes 
* NewWord”™ * AMCALL® Communications.Software 


Other Options Available: Terminals: 


* Tape back up unit $895.00 * Qume 101 $360.00 
* 40 Mbyte hard disk $1795.00 * Wyse 50 $485.00 
* | Mbyte MDRIVE/H $795.00 * Televideo 955 $520.00 

(includes 10 foot cable) 


1441 Rollins Rd., Burlingame, CA 94010 (415) 340-9363 
Prices shown are for cash with order. COD's and Credit Cards higher. Quantities limited, this is a closcout sale of units prior to minor 
changes of package design. 
To avoid labor charges, any warranty claims must be submitted through Mentzer Computer Systems or factory direct. 
Mentzer Computer Systems is an authorized CompuPro Full Service System Center. 
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cont. from page 30 


And | mean quickly! It sorted a list in 30 seconds that had 
taken my old MBASIC program an hour to do and it could han- 
dle at least 750 records (42K file). Now, the only problem was 
how to get SORT.COM to sort the list by zip code. 

Again, no problem. My records include eight fields, all 
separated by a comma. The last field contains the zip code. To 
get SORT.COM to sort by the eighth field, you tell it to “skip” a 
certain number of commas (or whatever character you use as 
a delimiter). At the CP/M prompt, type: 


SORT FILENAME @....... 
SORT.COM will then “skip” the first seven commas and sort 
by the eighth field. If you want to create another file when you 


sort, just type another filename when you type the command, 
like so: 


SORT FILENAME? FILENAME2 @.,..... 


| hope this will be of use to someone. If you don’t have a real 
data base manager, this method is a good (and cheap) way to 
maintain mailing lists. 


Delivery Problems? 


Please refer to page 2 for the additional postage charges for First 
Class and non-US. delivery of the FOGHORN. FOG cannot be responsi- 


ble for non delivery of copies sent bulk mail. 
eeeoee oe 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Two Column Printing 


With WordStar 2.26 
by Gerald L. Riley 


| found this method to work after trying to move columns in 
WordStar 2.26 without success. Moving columns by block op- 
erations would work — with difficulty — but if | made any 
changes in the text, the columns would become “twisted”’. 
The method which follows, not only accomplishes two column 
printing, but also allows me to make changes in the text with- 
out twisting columns up on the screen. 

Using the .PO (page offset), .PL (page length), “PC (control 
PC; pause while printing) commands, and limiting the width of 
the line to 30 characters, and 55 typing lines, | can reform a 
document to print on my Epson MX-80 which is a 10 char- 
acter-per-inch printer. The commands print two columns in 
two passes including page numbering centered at the bottom. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


DO YOU WANT A POWERFUL 
DATABASE PROGRAM FOR $49.50? 


NOR-BAS IS THE ANSWER! 


NOR-5 lets you create your files in an easy to understand dialogue. 


“NOR-246 provides you with up to 22 fields per record. 


NoR-345 has no limitation on number of records or number of entries if you have the diskspace. 
NORMS can handle letter-files, inventories, accounts receivable and most other filetypes. 
NOR-BS creates cross-reference files at entry-point or whenever you need it. 

NOR provides standard printformats, and you may specify your own. 


NOR: is written in MUMPS*, the system chosen by the VETERANS ADMINISTRATION to handle all administrative and medical 
data in their 170+ hospitals. If you need a simple and powerful database program, write today for your 


NOR-BAS data-base program. 


Available about October 15 for Osborne®-1, Osborne Executive (version 1.20 and up}. For Kaypro 8-bit CP/M models from Nov. 1. 
Mastercard/Visa/Personal Check/Money Order. 
Please add $3.50 for Shipping & Handling. 
Please specify single or double density disk. 


MAIL TO: 


NOC:B46 
P.O. Box 12016 / Reno, NV 89510-2016 
1616 Watt Street / Reno, NV 89509 
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*(The division of Computer Science, University of California, Davis (95616) distributes 
MicroMUMPS as a public domain product, running under CP/M and MSDOS. 
For information write Dr. R.F. Walters UC, Davis at the above address.) 
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It should work on any printer. However, printers using more or 
less than 10 cpi or typing 55 lines per page may have to 
modify the numbers used in this letter. 

Two column printing is accomplished upon opening a docu- 
ment by setting the right column to 30 characters and immedi- 
ately setting the page length to 126 (.PL 126). This figure is: 


# the sum of two sets of columns at 55 typing lines in 
length, 

two printer control lines, 

a default for the top margin of three lines 

a default for the bottom margin of eight lines, 

three blank lines in column two to compensate the top 
margin during printing, : 


making (55 + 55 + 2 +3 +3 + 8 = 126) for 66 lines per 
an 8-1/2” x 11” page. ; 

Here is where the two column idea takes place. | set the 
page offset to eight (.PO 8) and begin typing. When | reach line 
56, | tell the printer to pause (“PC). This makes line 56 a 
printer control line that is blank in all respects to text output. 

Before typing line 57 | set the page offset to 43 (.P0 43) 
which is the eight space offset plus 30 characters for column 
one and five spaces for the separation between column one 
and column two. 3 

| then type three blank lines (“M or >) to offset the top mar- 
gin default of three lines and continue typing as normal on line 
60. When | reach line 125, | set the page offset back to eight 
(.P0 8) and add one blank line (~M) for line 125. This is re- 
quired as to balance the printer control line 56. | then continue 
in this alternating page offset fashion until the document is 
finished. 

I then take note of where | am in the document. If | am on 
line 57 — 126, | make the last line of the document a page 
offset to eight (.PO 8) and | am finished. If am on line 1— 56, | 
move to line 58 of the page that | am on, ignoring a *PC at line 
56, move the cursor to column 24 and place the page number | 
need for that page. If you decide not to do this, your document 
will try to pass to line 126 before it prints the page number. 

When the printer begins and reaches the “PC, it pauses and 
allows me to replace the same page | just printed back into the 
printer. The printer then starts printing the second column 
1/2 inch past the first column on the same page and upon 
reaching the page end, resets the page offset to eight, and 
then prints the page number centered between the two 
columns. 

An example of how the document looks on screen follows: 


-PL 126 NOTES 

.PO8 

text line 1, page 1 
text line 2 

text line 55 

“PC Line 56 

-PO 43 . 
blank line 57 

blank line 58 
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blank line 59 

text line 60 

text line 125 

P08 

blank line 126 

wee we ee ewe ewe -- P 

text line 1, page 2 

text line 2 

text Line 40 

end text line 41 

blanks line 42 thru 57 
2 (at col 24 line 58) 


| hope that anyone using WordStar 2.26 can make use of 
this idea. Users of WordStar 3.0 or greater can use the Block 


Column function unique to that series. 
e@eeessss 


Let WordStar 


Do the Walking 
by Louie Crew 
The Chinese University 
of Hong Kong 


Are you tired of losing your way when you try to create a 
data file in WordStar? Are there times when you can’t remem- 
ber the order of your variables? Do you even forget a variable 
now and then? And what about those pesky stray commas 
and quotation marks that keep disordering your files? 

Even worse, do you sometimes find out about your mistakes 
only after you have already merged your data and printed 
documents? Those mistakes cost time and money. 

It is time for you to make the computer friendlier and let it 
keep up with all these tedious details. You don’t have to go out 
and buy an expensive bit of software. MailMerge alone can do 
the job for you very simply. 

Figure 1 (below) displays a MailMerge file which prompts 
the user from the screen to create a data file about publishers. 
With it, users never lose their way, and the data files created 
are always properly ordered. 

With slight effort, a writer can modify the file in Figure 1 to 
make the computer prompt from the screen to gather any other 
kind of information (to keep up with personal accounts, for 
example). Here are the steps. 


1. Press D(ocument) from the Edit No File menu of WordStar 
and name your document tellingly, e.g., MAKEDF1.PUB for 
“make data file #1, for publishers”. Then type the file in Fig- 
ure 1 exactly as it is shown, hitting a carriage return at the end 
of every line where you see either an M or a flag, < at the 
extreme left or the extreme right of your screen. You do not 
have to type the M or the < as those appear automatically 
when you hit the carriage returns. When you have finished 
typing Figure 1, exit (type “KD) to the Edit No File menu. 


Page 33 


Page 34 


2. From the Edit No File menu, press M(ergeprint). You now 
start the process by which the ‘make data file” will prompt 
you to create your data file. The data file will be figured as a 
non-document file with one line of data about each publisher. 


3. After you press M, follow the screen prompts carefully. 
When asked DISK FILE OUTPUT, answer Y¥(es) because data 
files are compressed documents that only rarely would anyone 
want to print to paper before reformatting. Also, you will want 
to be able to refer to this data file on disk to merge with many 
later documents (See Step 11). 


4. Next, when asked to name the new data file, give the file an 
obviously temporary name, one that will prompt you to 
remember later that you need to manipulate the file, as ex- 
plained in Step 9 below. (I routinely use 1 as a name only for 
files in transit as it reminds me that | must process any file 
which I name 1 as soon as | have created it. Therefore | can 
always be sure that 1 is later a safe file to overwrite.) 


5. Press the carriage return for the default answers to START 
AT PAGE NUMBER and to STOP AFTER PAGE NUMBER. 


6. For NUMBER OF COPIES, always specify the number of line 
entries you will make in your data file. For the file in Figure 1, 
NUMBER OF COPIES would mean the number of publishers 
about whom data is to be entered. 


7. Press the carriage return for default answers to the other 
questions in the mergeprint sequence. 


8. Now the screen will prompt you to supply the data which 
you have specified in your “make data file’’. (The file in Figure 
1 asks for data about publishers.) While you answer the 
screen prompts, you have the same full editing power that you 
have when you enter file names. The computer then organizes 
your answers into the new data file precisely as you told it to 
do when you made the ‘make data file.” The computer will 
prompt you for as many new lines of data (here, as many dif- 
ferent publishers) as you specified in response to the 
mergeprint prompt NUMBER OF COPIES (see Step 6). Then the 
screen will prompt you to press the space bar after you have 
read your last entry. When you do so, you will be back at the 
Edit No File menu. Pi 


9. Open your new data file through the N(on-Document) mode 
of WordStar. Edit it for any irregularities. You can then add the 
file to another file (i.e., either enter the file from the Edit No File 
menu and read this new data file into it by typing “KA and 
naming the file which you want to read in or add other files to 
this new file by entering it and reading (“KR) the older data file 
into it. All files thus combined will share the format exactly if 
you have used the same “‘make data file” to create them. 


10. Now you are free to process this data file in a variety of 
ways. For example, you might want to print mailing labels or 
address envelopes. In these cases you would actually print, 
either to disk or to paper, only the data about the address. 
(Whenever you merge data from a data file into any other file, 
you specify the data file in a .DF line in the document file; and 
in an .RV line you give the names and the order of each bit of 
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data for each line entry.) : 

Other options are to create abbreviated documents which 
merge specialized selections of your new data file, (e.9., you 
could print out a checklist of just the publishers’ names and 
the codes for the type of material which they seek — see Fig- 
ure 2); print a list with deadlines in one column and the pub- 
lishers in another column; or access the data file for a form 
letter, e.g., one to go as a cover to your submissions, etc. The 
uses are limited only by your need and imagination. 


11. With additional ‘‘make data files” you can access earlier 
data and add to it. For example, MAKEDF2.PUB (Figure 3) 
prompts the user from the screen to add two new bits of data 
about publishers currently considering work to the original 
data — WHAT MATERIALS? and DATE SENT? 

Note that “MAKEDF2.PUB” should be used only with the 
publishers pulled out of the original data file who will receive 
manuscripts. When you enter a data file to remove material, be 
especially careful not to change anything else. 

Instead, specify your right margin at the maximum (“OR 
240), go to the beginning of each data line that you wish to 
remove and press “KB, then “B to go to the end of that data 
entry, then “KK"QC“KV*QV to move the entry to the end and 
return to the point where you found it. Continue until you have 
put at the end of the file all of the data lines which you wish to 
reprocess. Then block those off as a group just as you did the 
individual ones and press “KW to write them to a temporary 
file (again, 1 is a convenient name). ; 

Now you can exit (KD) the revised first data file of publish- 


ers to be considered later. Next you mergeprint MAKEDF2.PUB © 


to the disk just as you did MAKEDF1.PUB except that when 
you mergeprint MAKEDF2.PUB you should specify a second 
temporary disk file name (2 is the most logical) and you should 
NOT specify any NUMBER OF COPIES, because MAKEDF2.PUB 
automatically processes all of the items in the file that you 
merge to. _ 


12, MAKEDF2.PUB serves as a model for anyone who wants to 
keep updating, e.g., new data about publishers queried (Date 
queried?), new data for publishers. who have accepted 
(Date?), and new data for those-who have rejected (Date? 
Reason specified?). The format in Figures 1 and 3 will adapt 
as you Create these subsequent files. - ot 


WordStar users do not need to learn assembly language, 
BASIC, Pascal or other complex languages to manipulate 
data. MailMerge is far easier, and is a highly sophisticated 
programmer language available to anyone with a bit of 
patience. 


*** End of Text. See Figure 1, 2 and 3, Which Follow *** 


Figure 1: The File — MAKEDF1.PUB 
This file will prompt you to create a data file using screen 
prompts. This example focuses on publishers and their manu- 
script interests. 
The material after double dots (..) is nonprinting com- 
mentary, but is useful to include for any later references to the 
file. 
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Under this heading you will find the listing of activities and events of Affiliated Member Organizations. Listings are the responsibility of the groups’ 
officers. Officers must have corrections into FOG office by the first of the month prior to publication (December 1% for the January issue). For a list of 
other groups, see “CONTACTS*‘in back issues starting January, 1983, or send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the FOG offices. Please include 
a note with your geographical area. To verify the meeting date, time, or location, call the number in the right hand column. 


Date City A.M.0. “Day ‘Time Meeting Address Contact No. 
Nov 18 Soldotna, AK 18-PenFOG 3M 7:00pm Totem Realty, 44669 Sterling Highway 907-262-5801 
Nov 18 Anchorage, AK 63-GLOB * 3M 7:00pm Wendler Jr. High School,Room 133, 2905 Lake Otis Parkway 907-276-6484 
Dec 12 Sitka, AK 83-BUG 2°¢Th 7:30pm Human Services Center, 207 Moller Dr. 907-747-8615 
Dec 10 Ketchikan, AK 89-KCPM 2¢Tu 7:00pm 1182 Black Bear Road 907-225-9249 
Nov 30 Homewood, AL 49-FAQUG lastSa 1:00pm Homewood Public Library, 1755 Oxmoor Road 205-669-4396 
Dec 5 Huntsville, AL 125-NAOUG 18 Th 7:00pm Madison County Court House, Jury Venire Rm 205-881-0377 
Dec 12 Ft. Smith, AR 23-AFOG 2¢Th 7:00pm Lewis Paint and Supply, 4900 Wheeler Avenue 501-785-0820 
Dec 3 Tempe, AZ 100-TOG 4s Tu 6:30pm Tempe Public Library, Pyle Adult Center, Southern Ave at Rural Rd 602-438-2731 
Dec 4 Stockton, CA 11-SOG : 1st W 7:00pm Allen's Computerland 4343 Pacific Ave. 209-951-4701 
Dec 9 Fresno, CA ° 35-FROG 2nd M 7:00pm 1434 West Shaw, Suite A 209-683-2252 
Nov 26 Porterville, CA 66-SVFOG 4% Tu 6:00pm 1502 North Lowery 209-781-4123 
Dec 10 Porterville, CA 66-SVFOG _ 2-4Tu 6:00pm 1502 North Lowery 209-781-4123 
Nov 20 Long Beach, CA 130-OPEN 3 W 6:30pm _ C.S.U., Learning Assistance Center 213-498-4186 x 5350 
Dec 5 Palo Alto, CA 1-1 FOG SV 1% Th 7:30pm Ford Aerospace Cafeteria, 3939 Fabian Way 408-371-8699 
Dec 13 Castroville, CA 5-MBAOCUG 2dF . 7:00pm Castroville Fire Station, Rec Room, Speegle & Pomber 408-449-4021 
Nov 28 San Francisco, CA 2-SFCS 4% Th 7:00pm _ St. Aidan’s Church, Goldmine & Diamond Hgts. 415-239-1399 
Dec 11 Oakland, CA 3-East Bay FOG 92 W 6:00pm B &B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 415-272-9099 
Dec 10 San Rafael, CA 31-M0G 2.¢Ty 7:00pm San Rafael High School, 2nd Street 415-897-0629 
Nov 20 Walnut Creek, CA 60-MTDOG 3oW 7:00pm Thurman Casey Memorial Library, 2661 Oak Grove Road 415-933-2665 
Nov 18 Menlo Park, CA 68-SMOG? 3M 7:30pm Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-325-2442 
Dec 2 Menlo Park, CA 68-SM0G° 1M 7:30pm Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-325-2442 
Dec 9 29 Palms, CA 114-HOG 2nd M 6:00pm CONFIRM 619-367-9783 
Nov 20 Arcata, CA 29-HOG 3 W 7:15pm Humbold State Univ., Science Bldg., Rm 126 707-445-2074 
Dec 5 Santa Rosa, CA 56-No.BayFOG 18 Th 7:30pm Valley Oak Park Rec Hall, 2600 Northcoast St. 707-546-0145 
Osc 3 Santa Maria, CA 42-SMOG 18 Tu 7:00pm Sears Savings Bank, 401 South Broadway 805-937-1128 
Dec 12 San Luls Obispo, CA 47-CC0G 2-3Th 7:00pm _~—_TRW, 1050 Southwood Drive 805-544-4267 
Nov 26 Santa Barbara, CA 69-OSBUG last Tu 7:30pm SB Planning Rm, 105 E. Anapamu St 805-687-8541 
Dec 13 Chatsworth, CA 86-ONUG and F 7:00pm 20630 Lassen Street 818-709-6202 
Nov 25 Sherman Oaks, CA 106-TUG-NET 40M 7:00pm Central Savings, 4464 Van Nuys Blvd. 818-994-6567 
Dec 5 NorthHollywood,CA  106-TUG-NET Th 7:00pm _ Valley Plaza Park Community Center, 12240 Archwood 818-994-6567 
Nov 20 El Monte, CA 113-El Monte eachW 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Nov 27 El Monte, CA 113-El Monte each W 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Dec 4 ElMonte, CA 113-El Monte each W 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Dec 11 El! Monte, CA 113-El Monte eachW 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
Dec 12 Davis, CA 6-MUGSY 2.°Th 7:00pm CONFIRM 916-756-2967 
Dec 4 Sacramento, CA 61-SOG 1stW 7:00pm SMUD Utility Bldg, 1708 59" St 916-456-4139 
Dec 5 Denver, CO 4-D0G 4Th 7:00pm Clements Comm. Center 2" Floor 1580 Yarrow 303-690-6301 
Nov 27 Boulder, CO 65-BUG 4 Ww 7:00pm Colorado Univ. Business School, Rm 101 303-494-8741 
Dec 11 Boulder, CO 65-BUG 2ndW 7:00pm Colorado Univ. Business School, Rm 101 303-494-8741 
Dec 4 Thornton, CO . 85-MIST sw 7:00pm 12599 North Colorado Blvd 303-451-0456 
Nov 20 Ft. Collins, CO 115-FTCOG 3d Ww 7:30pm C.S.U.Ind. Sciences Computer Lab, 200 W. Laurel, Rm 200 303-226-4156 
Continued next page Es 
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Date — City A.M.O. Day Time ~ — Meating Address ; Contact No. 


Nov 20 Colorado Springs,CO 133-CSOG eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Nov 27 Colorado Springs,CO 133-CSOG eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Dec 4 ColoradoSprings,CO 133-CSOG eachW 7:00pm Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 
Dec 11 Colorado Springs,CO 133-CSOG each W 7:00pm _ Hewlett Packard, Garden of the Gods, Spruce Rm 303-473-7647 ¢ 
Dec 14 Colorado Springs,CO —133-CSOG 2™Sa —-1:00pm__ Pikes Peak Community College Cafeteria 303-473-7647 
Nov 27 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 4nw 7:00pm QUALCORP Conference Roon, Shelter Rock Road 203-775-1102 
Dec 11 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 2ndW = 7:00pm ~=QUALCORP Conference Room, Shelter Rock Road 203-775-1102 
Nov 21 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG .~ eachTh 7:30pm _ Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Nov 28 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Dec 5 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Road 305-847-7031 
Dec 12 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG each Th 7:30pm Gard Micro Systems, 7525 Currency Drive 305-847-7031 
Nov 21 Maitland, FL 20-CFLOG 3° Th 7:30pm Lake Faith Villas Club Room, Maitland Blvd 305-298-8576 
Dec 5 Maitland, FL 20-CFLOG 4%Th 7:30pm _Lake Faith Villas Club Room, Maitland Blvd 305-298-8576 
Dec 8 Miami, FL 26-GCOUG 2%Su = 1:30pm_—-F..U Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 305-233-1779 
Dec 12 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 91-FLOG 2°¢Th 7:00pm Harris Computer Sys, 2101 W. Cypress Creek 305-748-7237 
Dec 10 Tallahassee, FL 77-TCPMUG 2Tu 7:30pm _—_ Episcopal Church of the Advent, 815 Piedmont Drive 904-878-4592 
Dec 11 Jacksonville, FL 98-JOUG 20 Ww 7:00pm JEA Bldg, 233 W. Duval Street 904-633-4920 
Dec 2 Athens, GA 81-CP/MAthens 1%M 7:00pm _. Athens Microcomputer Center, W. Broad Street 404-353-2127 
Dec 9 Atlanta, GA 93-TOGA 20M 7:00pm Emory University, Chemistry Bldg. Ampitheater, Decatur Road 404-636-1480 
Call Hilo, HI 124-HIFOG 2222 Shayne Enterprises, 180 Kinoole Street 808-935-8678 — 
Nov 25 Davenport, IA 102-QC0G 4% M 7:00pm CONFIRM 319-386-3484" 
Dec 11 Davenport, IA 102-QC0G and W 7:00pm CONFIRM - 319-386-3484 
Nov 12 Des Moines, IA 12-Midwest FOG 2™Tu 7:00pm (odd months) Yonker's Computer Depot, 100 Merle Hay Plaza §15-270-3573 
Dec 10 Ames, 1A 12-Midwest FOG 92 Tu 7:00pm. (even months) IA State Univ. 200 Engineering Annex 515-270-3573 
Dec 12 Sioux City, IA 38-S0G 2>Th 7:30pm Western lowa Tech., Room 508 712-252-2182 
Nov 24 River Grove, IL 80-CFOG lastSu 1:00pm College Center Bldg, Triton College, 2000 Fifth Ave 312-654-0986 
Dec 14 River Grove, IL 80-CFOG 2™Sa 1:00pm College Center Bldg, Triton College, 2000 Fifth Ave 312-654-0986 : ' 
Call Rockford, IL 84-GROG 229? CONFIRM : 815-874-7146 fs 
Dec 5 W. Lafayette, IN 34-HOG 1*Th 7:00pm CONFIRM : 317-474-0253 .._. 
Dec 9 Evansville, IN 46-E-OSBUG and M 6:30pm Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oakhills & Lynch 812-479-5108 
Dec 2 Bloomington, IN 87-10U 1M 7:30pm __ Indiana Univ, Cyclotron Facility, 2401 M. B. Sampson Lane 812-334-3234 - 
Nov 26 Wichita, KS 21-OPEK 4% Tu 7:30pm __ St. Paul’s Methodist Church, 1356 Broadway 316-832-0447 
Dec 3 Hutchinson, KS 137-HUTCH 1st Tu 7:30 Hutchinson Public Library 316-663-7678 
Dec 14 Louisville, KY 64-PCCL 2Sa 1:00pm _—_Univ. of Louisvile, Burhans Hall Rm 202, Shelbyville Road 502-451-0508 
Nov 16 Lexington, KY 32-KOG 3Sa_ 12:00n + — 213 Funkhouser Building, University of Kentucky 606-269-1684 ; 
Dec 9 Baton Rouge, LA 103-FLOG and M 7:00pm Johnson Equipment Co., 4264 Perkins Road Co. 504-923-0888 ! 
Nov 26 Bedford, MA 122-B0G last Tu 7:30pm. Mitre Corp., Route 62 . 617-484-1863 
Dec 6 Lexington, MA 122-B0G 1S F 7:30pm Honeywell Electro Optical Div, Route 2A 617-484-1863 
Call Sliver Spring, MD 96-ERC-OUG 222? CONFIRM 301-622-4400x5331 
Nov 18 Portland, ME 136-SMOG 3oM 7:00pm Portland Jetport Conference Room 207-772-1616 
Nov 18 Dearborn, Ml 14-DeFOG 3oM 7:30pm Ford Tech Center Cafeteria, 1700 Rotunda Dr 313-626-6641 
Nov 21 Ann Arbor, MI 37-T0GA? 3'Th 7:00pm _ Neuro Science Bldg. Unlv. of Mi, 1103 East Huron St 313-665-5753 
Dec 10 Duluth, MN 118-DSO 2% Tu 7:00pm 1440 90th Avenue West _ 218-626-3344 
Dec 12 St. Paul, MN 111-TCOG 2.4Th 7:00pm Univ. of MN,St. Paul Campus Rm B-45 Classrm Off Bldg 612-698-0225 
Nov 26 St. Louis, MO 55-SLOG 4"Tu 7:00pm Thornhill Library, 12863 Willowyck 314-991-4399 
Nov 26 Kansas City, MO 97-MIZOG Last Tu 7:00pm TWA Bldg, 13" & Baltimore 913-686-2853 
Dec 3 Jackson, MS 58-MCPM 1*Tu 7:00pm _ Entre Computer Center, Capitol Street 601-981-2811 
Dec 9 Charlotte, NC 71-LOGIC 2M 7:30pm . Home Federal Savings and Loan, Carmel Road » 704-377-1154 
Nov 11 High Point, NC 107-TROGIC and 7:30pm (Odd Months) High Point College, Science Building, Basement 919-766-5530 
Dec 12 High Point, NC 107-TROGIC 2™Th 7:30pm (Even Months) High Point College, Science Building, Basement 919-766-5530 __ 
Nov 18 Raleigh, NC 8-ROCC 3M 7:30pm CONFIRM — Dreyfus Aud., Research Triangle Inst. _ 919-782-9576 i. 
Nov 21 Fargo, ND 117-0/KUG 3%Th 7:00pm NDSU, Civil Engineering, Room 216 701-280-1700 
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Date City AMO. Day _—Time Meeting Address Contact No. 


Dec 10 Lincoln, NE 39-LincoinLOG 2%Tu 7:30pm 5530 0 Street 402-761-3393 
Nov 20 Woodbridge, NJ 138-JOG 3°W 7:30pm _ St. James School, Main Street 201-352-8000 
Nov 28 Albuquerque, NM 127-A0G lastTh 7:00pm CONFIRM 505-268-3606 
@ Dec 10 Albuquerque, NM 127-A0G ~  26Ty = 7:00pm CONFIRM ~ 505-268-3606 
Nov 20 Las Vegas, NV 25-V0G 3° W = 7:00pm: CONFIRM 702-452-2544 
Dec 10 New York, NY 135-NYOUG 296 Tu 7:00pm = 73 Franklin Street 212-594-5976 
Dec 1 Syracuse, NY 82-SOUP 1st Su 1:00pm Location Varies — Confirm 315-471-1405 
Dec 11 W. Hempstead, NY 88-LION 24W = 7:30pm _— Adelphi Univ Cont Ed Ctr, Room 110, Eagle Ave 516-481-0129 
Dec 11 Ithaca, NY 101-FLOG 2dW = 7:30pm Cornell Univ, G-94 Uris Hall 607-257-2030 
Dec 10 Rochester, NY 132-FROG 2 Ty 7:30pm = Monroe County Cooperative Ext. Center, 249 Highland Avenue 716-385-3456 
Nov 20 Rye, NY 104-W0G 3a W 7:15pm Westchester Federal Savings Bank, 67 Purchase Street 914-725-1098 
Dec 2 Oberlin, OH 9-“0b“ 0s 1M 7:30pm Oberlin College, Rice Faculty Lounge, W. College Street 216-775-8706 
- Dec 9 Unlontown, OH 44-AKCAN a-dM 6:30pm 13100 Cleveland Avenue NW 216-837-8926 
Dec 11 Cleveland, OH * 75-COG ~ a¢W = 7:00pm United Way, 3100 Euclid Avenue 216-888-2078 
Nov 19 Cincinnati, OH 27-C0G 36 Tu 7:00pm Central Trust Center 6th floor, 5th & Main Streets 513-232-4076 
Dec 3 Dayton, OH 79-DOUG - 1%Tu 7:30pm St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 33 Dixon Drive 513-837-5651 
Dec 11 Oklahoma City,0K  —_-67-OKLOG 2%6W 7:00pm Southwestern Bell, 111 Dean A McGee, Blue & Gold Rm 405-360-2141 
Nov 28 Tulsa, OK 51-0UT 4% Th 8:00pm Sheridan Library, 62 North Sheridan Road : 918-587-3918 
Call Medford, OR 54-RVOG 2222, CONFIRM * 503-773-1222 
Nov 27 Portland, OR 57-PMS 4nw 7:30pm Bonneville Power Admin. Aud., 1002 NE Holladay St. 503-642-9692 
Dec 1 Eugene, OR 128-LOCUG 1*Su — 7:00pm Farwest Federal Bidg., 96 E. Broadway 503-747-8242 
Dec 14 Philadelphia, PA 121-PhROG 2-4Sa 9:30am = Merck, Sharp & Dome, Sumneytown Pike 215-648-5862 
Nov 24 Pittsburgh, PA 50-TROG 4%Su 2:30pm Mellon Science Bullding, Duquesne Univ. 412-456-3946 
Nov 28 Lancaster, PA 74-LOG last Th 7:30pm 3426 Horizon Drive, 717-285-4940 
Nov 21 Lemoyne, PA 92-MIDPOG 3Th.. 7:30pm One Stop Computer, 65 N. 5% St . . 717-243-7858 
Nov 26 Greenville, SC 41-POGO 4h Tu 6:30pm __C. Douglas Wilson, 201 E. North Street 803-233-3434 
i) Nov 20 Knoxville, TN 13-SMOG 3rd W 7:30pm (even months) 11505 Kingston Pike 615-483-6857 
Dec 18 Oak Ridge, TN 13-SMOG ao W 7:30pm (odd months) ECS 136 Fairbanks 615-483-6857 
Nov 21 Nashville, TN 119-MidTOG 3° Th 7:00pm Cumberland Museum, 800 ridley bivd. 615-244-5343, 
Dec 10 Memphis, TN 15-M0G 2.3Tu 7:00pm = Memphis State University, Math Building 901-452-0952 
Nov 21 College Station, TX 43-AGGNOG 3 Th 5:30pm A & A Building, Texas A & M Univ. Room 503 409-845-7770 
Nov 20 Austin, TX 7-AEIOU dW 6:30pm Old Quarry Library off Far West Blvd. 7051 Village Center 512-836-3010 
Nov 15 Houston, TX 76-0UCH 3rd F 7:30pm Univ. Houston, 101 Farish Hall, KIVA Rm. (Use lot 1341 off Cullen)7 13-93 1-1096 
Dec 14 Houston, TX 108-CLOG 24Sa -9:00am_Gillruth Rec. Center, Johnson Space Center 713-554-4304 
Nov 24 Amarillo, TX 28-P0G 4 Su 2:30pm Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Dec 8 Amarillo, TX 28-P0G 2% Su 2:30pm ~— Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Dec 9 Lubbock, TX 134-LOG and M 7:30pm Texas Tech Univ. Law Bldg., 19th & Hartford Room 202 806-742-3920 
Nov 20 Provo, UT 30-KAOS | 3a WwW 7:00pm Wiltec Research Co, 488 South 500 West 801-225-8293 ' 
Nov 21 Salt Lake City, UT 105-SMO0G 3°Th 6:00pm Master Mind Computers, 448 S. 400 E 801-268-2831 
Nov 21 Richmond, VA 52-CVOG 3%Th 7:00pm Red Cross Bldg, 4" and Main 804-270-4936 
Nov 16 Norfolk, VA 78-T0G 3%Sa 9:00am ECPI, 3661 East Virginia Beach Blvd. 804-495-1596 
Nov 21 St. Croix, VI 70-StCOUG 3%Th  6:30pm__ St. Croix Country Day School Library 809-773-7551 
Dec 2 Tacoma, WA 72-T0G 18M 7:00pm Parkland Library (Basement Mtg Rm) 404 Garfleld So. 206-752-5582 
Nov 20 Federal Way, WA 99-SKOG oo W 7:30pm Highline Comm. Coll, Gold Rm — Bldg 4 206-643-3521 
Nov 18 East Wenatchee, WA 10-W0G 3M 7:00pm 211 Ridgemont Drive 509-884-3279 
Dec 12 Richland, WA 19-TROG 2% Th 7:00pm _ Richland Public Library, Swift & Northgate 509-967-2430 
Dec 11 Spokane, WA 123-SMUG and W 7:00pm Komputer Korner, N. 2001 Monroe 509-482-7989 
Dec 2 Milwaukee, WI 22-MilwOG 1M 7:00pm Math Bldg. Rm 495, Univ. of W. M. 414-255-0440 
Dec 3 Madison, WI 129-M00 1% Tu 7:00pm Univ of WI., 1210 West Dayton Street, Rm B-214 414-887-2036 
Nov 20 St. Albans, WV 59-Valley FOG sow 6:30pm Public Library, 6th Ave. and 4th Street 304-727-8716 
1 Nov 24 Ashburton; Aust 131-VOUG 4 Su 2:00am (odd months) Ashburton Public Library, 152 High Street 03-459-8934 
Call Melbourne, Aust 131-VOUG 4h w 6:00pm (even months) RMIT, Swanson St., Floor 9, Bldg. 12, Rm 908 03-459-8934 
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Date City A.N.0. Day Time 


Meeting Address Contact No. 
Dec 9 Edmonton, Alta 45-KOG 20M 7:30pm Alberta Vocational College, 10215 - 108 Street 403-464-5088 


Nov 18 Calgary, Alta 94-COUG 30M 7:30pm 616 Macleod Trail S, Seminar room 3, 403-239-5685 

Dec 11 Vancouver, B.C. 17-VPCC 2nd W 7:30pm Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 604-298-6990 

Dec 10 Victoria, B.C. 48-VI0G 2 Tu 7:30pm University of Victoria, Clearihue Bldg. 604-383-1512 ¢ 
Nov 25 Toronto, Ont 120-OUCT lastM 7:00pm Parkdale Public Library, 1303 Queen St. W. 416-533-1531 

Dec 10 London, Ont 95-LOG 2.9 Tu = 7:30pm _—_—‘Univ. of W. Ont., Elborn College, Room 2130 519-438-7224 x267 


Dec 5 Montreal, P.Q. 73-Microcozm 1° Th 6:30pm Hillside Armoury, 3 Hillside Lane 514-932-4164 
Call Charlottentund, Denmark 126-FORMICRO 2222 5:00pm CONFIRM 45-1-631760 
Dec 9 Paris, France 110-OUF 2nd M 6:30pm Centre Andre Malraux, 78 Bd Raspail 1-544-6216 
Call Hong Kong 116-HONG KOG 2222 CONFIRM 852-5-8171714 
Dec 10 Auckland, New Zealand 53-NZ0G 2% Tu 8:00pm _=— Auckland University, Human Sciences Building, Rm 336 275-4310 
Dec 4 Wellington, New Zealand 109-CROG 1istw 7:30pm Cafeteria of Trade Span (N Z), 300 Tranaki St. 0064-4-791-172 
Dec 5 Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 33-DPo0G 1% Th 10:00am ARAMCO Mgmt Training Center 874-4798 
Nov 20 Johannesburg, So Africa 90-JOG 30W 6:30pm New Library Hotel, CNR Fraser, Function Rm, 2nd Floor 011-51-6304 
Dec 14 Bangkok, Thailand 36-CP/M BUG 24Sa - 1:00pm__ Action Compters 5126 Saladaeng Road, Silom 391-0963 x 86 
Nov 20 Kaiserslautern, W.Ger. 62-FROG 3 W 7:00pm Ramstein Air Base, Ramstein Rec. Center 49-6371-13117 
Call Schweinfurt, W.Ger.  112-SWOG 2222 CONFIRM ‘ 09721-68064 
Dec 2 Wiesbaden, W. Ger. 24-AGOG 1M 7:00pm Lindsey Air Station, Bld. A-24 Rm. 301 069-69-3218 
System 1D Phone number Location Size Baud rate When in operation Notes 
FOG office (415) 755-2000 Daly City, CA voice only 10am - 5:30pm/M-F voice calls only please 
FOG #1 (415) 755-2030 FOG Office 47Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #2 (604) 941-2972 Vancouver, BC 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days ; C 
FOG #3 (415) 992-8542 Daly City, CA 47Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #4 (415) 591-6259 Belmont, CA 10Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days technical notes 
FOG #5 (415) 424-1482 Palo Alto, CA 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days Pres. Council 
FOG #6 (Library) (415) 755-8315 FOG Office 10Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days Uploads Onty 
FOG #10 (717) 657-8699 Harrisburg, PA 20Mb 3/12/24 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #11 (KAY*FOG) (415) 285-2687 San Francisco, CA 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days message system 
FOG #12 (916) 283 3048 _ Woodside, CA 40Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days new number 
FOG #13 (Constitutional ete 
Pathway Thirteen) (405) 848-5317 Oklahoma City, OK 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #14 (217) 344-4032 Urbana, IL 10Mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days 
FOG #18 (707) 557-4403 Vallejo, CA 46mb 300/1200 24 hrs/seven days Long Range Planning 
FOG #21 0908-614469 Milton Keynes, England 10Mb 300/multi 24 hrs/seven days new number 
FOG #22 (817) 662-2487 Waco, TX 10Mb 300 6pm - 6am/M-F; 24hrs/S-S 
FOG #23 (615) 321-0669 Nashville, TN 11Mb 300/1200  § 24hrs/seven days Epson PX-8 SIG 
FOG #24 (SoftStone) (502) 241-4109 Louisville, KY 760K 300/1200 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #25 (319) 326-3904 Davenport, IA 360K 300/1200  § 2dhrs/seven days 
FOG #26 (313) 792-7169 Mt. Clemens, Ml 360K 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 
FOG #27 (404) 354-0662 Athens, GA 10Mb 300/1200 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #29 (617) 288-4667 Boston, MA 11Mb 300 5pm - 9am/M-F; 24hrs/S-S 
FOG #30 (714) 962-9999 Huntington Beach, CA 44Mb 300/1200 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #31 (415) 692-1406 Burlingame, CA 780K 300/1200 24hrs/seven days 
FOG #32 (FOG*Light) (408) 287-7108 San Jose, CA 22Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days disk crashed 
FOG #33 (415) 655-1206 Oakland, CA 10Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days : Co 
FOG #38 (415) 792-3481 Fremont, CA 23Mb 300/1200  24hrs/seven days 
FOG #40 (415) 323-4579 Menlo Park, CA 22Mb 300/1200 24hrs/seven days 
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-PFON This command lets the machine obey the other 
formatting .. commands. 


-RM240 This sets the maximum number of characters for your 
data entry in any one.‘ *Line.’’ (Warning: Version 3.3. 
» does not. With 3.3 you may WINSTALL to install a spe- 
Clal version of the WS.COM with 240 as the new default 
. fight margin. 
-MT 0 These next three assure proper format for top margin, 
.MB 0 richie margin, and : 
-PL 4 **page’" or entry length. 


-PO00 This assures that your data file will be flush left. 


The OM’s below are data messages that flash before you 
on the screen when you run the file. Those without — 
messages supply blank line on the screen. 


CS 


(.CS clears the screen before each new series. ) 
-DM You are entering MAKEDF1.PUB 
OM 
.DM © , This file organizes your data about publishers who 
DM want manuscripts: : 
DM 
-DM Warning: You should already have pressed M for 
DM Mergeprint, named a disk file to which you will print 
-DM your response, and specified for NUMBER OF COPIES 
OM the number of publishers you will enter. If you did 
-DM not do so, make note now of this sequence and abort 
-DM this try by pressing P after the first series. Then 
-DM start again M.0M properly. 
-DM 


" The .av commands below prompt you to give information 
from the keyboard and then assign to your answers the 
variable names after.each final comma. The first .av 
makes the screen stop scrolling until you have 
supplied the data requested. Each .av follows in turn. 
The-spacing and dots here cause your entries to share 
a left margin. The numbers at the right, limit your 
entries to the specified number of characters. 
preventing oversized labels, on envelopes and the 
like. 


AV “EDITOR'S NAME, OR JUST “EDITOR'?...°' EDITOR, 30 
-AV “NAME OF THE PUBLICATION?........... ** PUBLICATION. 30 


.AV “STREET ADDRESS OR POST OFFICE BOX?.**, STREET, 30 

LAV *TONN-STATE-ZIP?. oo. ss ca caceeeeee ees ‘+ TOWN, 30 

.AV ** SOURCE OF THE ADDRESS?..........006 "+ SOURCE 

.AV "TYPE OF MATERIAL WANTED?........ pea TYPE 

“AV "DEADLINES? baseman atthe Sy toatanccis "* DEAD 
**BEDITOR&**,***YgPUBLICATIONS“Y'*. "'8STREET&"", *“&TOWN8” 
‘*8SOURCER’*,* “8TYPER’' ,*8DEAD&** . 


Notes to Figure 1 
The last line of the file is the one line which will format the 
data file for each series you type to the prompts on the screen. 


The quotation marks around each variable allow you to use 
commas in your responses. Those commas will not disor- 
ganize the file. Also, you can put in any print symbols you 
want, like the “Y...”Y (actually typed “PY...“PY) here to italicize 
the name of the publications. 

The spacing given here formats messages properly for an 
80 column setup of WordStar. For other screen widths, you will 
want to adjust your messages accordingly. Remember that if 
you can see the material without horizontal scroiling when you 
write the file, you will be able to see without scrolling when 
you mergeprint it to disk, because you will not even need the 
three spaces used in the nonprinting command signals (.AV, 
.DM, etc.). 

You may want to turn off the File Directory (Press F on the 
Edit No File Menu) before you press M(erge Print) in Step 3. You 
will have less clutter on the screen as you respond to the 
prompts. 

Be sure not to touch a key or a carriage return after the car- 
riage return that ends the last line (after “&DEAD&‘‘). 


Figure 2: The File “SEE1.PUB” — 

This file merges with your new data file created by the file in 
Figure 1. This file sorts out only two items for each of the en- 
tries. You can easily mergeprint the result to a new file on the 
disk to check it first, or you can mergeprint directly to paper. 
Steps 3-7 in the main text explain how to mergeprint to Disk 
Files. 


OF 1 


In the first line above, be sure to give the same name 
that you gave to the new file in Step 4. 


-RV EDITOR ,PUBLICATION. STREET. TOWN. SOURCE. TYPE ,DEAD 
&PUBLICATION& 
Types of material wanted: 
&TYPE& 


Figure 3: The File “MAKEDF2.PUB™ 


.PFON This commands lets the machine obey the other 
formatting commands. 
.RM 240 This sets the maximum number of characters for your 


ve data entry. 

MT O This prevents lots of extra carriage returns.. 
MB O This prevents lots of extra carriage returns. 
-PL 1 This prevents lots of extra carriage returns. 


-PO0 This assures that your data file will be flush left. 
DF 4 
RV EDITOR PUBLICATION. STREET. TOWN, SOURCE, TYPE .DEAD 
CS 
The CS command clears the screen. 


OM The name of this file is MAKEDF2.PUB 


DM 

.OM For future reference, the .RV line for the file 
OM generated is: 

0M 


-DM EDITOR, PUBLICATION, STREET. TOWN, SOURCE . 


= 
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DM TYPE, DEAD MATS, DATESENT 


DM 
-DM This file updates the record of publishers from 
.DM the file created by MAKEDF1.PUB 


DM 
OM It adds information about what you circulated and 
-DM when. . 

DM Edit the new file you generate here and read it into 
OM your fuller file of other publications now 

0M considering manuscripts. 


.DM Enter the data and then press — (carriage return) 
-DM for both prompts below: 


DM You are sending manuscripts to &PUBLICATION& in 
DM STOWNE . 


-DM 

.AV ‘What materials?..*" MATS 

-DM 

a **Date sent?....... ** DATESENT 


**BEDITOR&’",**SPUBLICATION&’*, * *&STREET&’”, **&TOWNS"*, 


“*@SOURCE&"",‘*&TYPE&’’,**&DEAD&"*, *‘&MATS&*” , **8DATESENT&** 
eeesese 


More “Blinking” 


Blinking Cursor 
by Phil Pflager 


An article | submitted in the June 1984 issue of FOGHORN 
Suggested a patch to correct an off-screen cursor problem 
when using WSPATCH to make the cursor blink. The patch 
was a Call to a screen-positioning routine located at E7F6H. 
The fix worked fine on my Osborne but when | tried it on an 0-1 
with the 80 column upgrade, the program crashed. | found 
that the routine | wanted to call was located at E807 instead of 
E7F6H. If you have had trouble making the patch work you 
might try E807H. It is still possible that there are variations of 
the BIOS where neither of the above locations would be 
correct. 

Now that | have given you the address of a direct BIOS call 
to put into your programs, | would like to comment on the arti- 
cle by Claude Ostyn in the June 1985 FOGHORN calling for soft- 
ware standards. | agree with his goals 100 per cent. However 
programs like WordStar which are used on one computer with 
one printer aren’t hurt by a direct BIOS call. This is true for 
programs like WSPATCH which are great on the Osborne but 
would be of little value for other computers which have a 
blinking cursor as standard equipment. As Claude pointed 
out, the documentation file for these programs should indicate 
for which machines they were intended. 


Pitfalls of BIOS Calls 


The heading, “‘Listing 1.” in Claude's article is a routine to 
echo the screen to the printer from inside a BASIC program. | 
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have been using this routine for some time and used it in some 
BASIC programs which | put on Bulletin Boards. Since it cal- 
Culates the BIOS at run time it should work on any CP/M 2.2 
system. | have since found out that it doesn’t work on a Mor- 
row or a Kaypro belonging to a friend of mine. His version of 
MBASIC is 5.21, the same as mine, but is dated July instead of 
May. His version sets up it’s own jump table and does not use 
the table provided in the BIOS! If you have a Morrow and 
MBASIC dated July '81, the following routines will toggle the 
printer on and off from within BASIC: 


100 REM PRINTER ECHO ON SUBROUTINE 

200 POKE( 16826), 195 

300 POKE( 16827) .60 

400 POKE( 16828) .65 

500 RETURN 

600 REM PRINTER ECHO OFF SUBROUTINE 

700 POKE( 16826) .225 

800 POKE( 16827) .209 

900 POKE( 16828) . 193 j 


This routine is very handy and | will continue to use it in 
programs written for my own use. In the future, anything | put 


on the Bulletin Boards will echo the screen some other way. 
eeseeeess 


File Tranfers Between 


Osborne and Geneva PX-8 
by Treve Johnson 


In the March 1985 FOGHORN, Jeff Tilton and John Gladfelter 
discussed methods for file transfer between the Osborne and 
the Geneva PX-8 lap computer. | would like to provide an up- 
date to those articles. | have used two programs for transfer- 
ring files. One is Geneva Connection, which Epson supplies on 
a ROM. The second is a public domain file, EPOSLK.COM, 
which | downloaded from CompuServe. 

| am fond of both programs for different reasons. 
EPOSLK.COM is run on the Osborne. It is compatible with 
FILINK.COM on the Epson. In use, FILINK and EPOSLK look 
identical. EPOSLK takes only 2K of space on an Osborne disk- 
ette and it makes transferring files a cinch. If enough Osborne 
users have an interest in the program, perhaps it can be 
placed in the FOG library. 

| used Geneva Connection for file transfer for several 
months before finding EPOSLK. Geneva Connection is a pow- 
erful communications program, intended primarily for use in 
on-line communications. It has it’s own command language 
which allows one to build a file which automatically can calla 
number, test for a log-on prompt, pass a user’s number, pass- 
word, etc. | wrote a little command file which would automati- 
cally set the Geneva's serial port and prompt me for what to do 
with MODEN7 on the Osborne. 

Using Geneva Connection for file transfer is like cracking 
walnuts with a five pound sledge hammer. It will do a good job, 
but it is overkill. Also, | had the annoyance of having to 
change ROMs every time | wanted to transfer files and of keep- 
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ing a 1K command file, SCRIPT.TXT, on the limited RAM disk 
on the Geneva, 

In addition to file transfer, Geneva users also might want to 
obtain the files, BATTERY, (a program that displays the bat- 
tery voltage in graphic form), WSDIR, (which loads WS and 
gives it the capacity to do a file directory), and some tape utili- 
ties — MTREMV and MTINIT — which allow you to do tape 
INIT and REMOVE from the CP/M prompt or in a SUBMIT file. 

Other interested Geneva owners can leave messages for me 
on FOG#1. 


eeeoeoees 


How to Use 


" DU-V86 and a Bug! 
by Bill Staley 


A good disk utility program can be a real lifesaver. It will 
allow you to read and write to any byte on the disk. You ask: 
“Why is that so great?” Mostly because it will save you a lot of 
time and frustration. You can unerase accidently erased files, 
(which is the only way | know how to do it with an Exec), alter 
wording in a purchased program like WordStar, reconstruct a 
damaged directory, and save programs from a disk that has a 
damaged directory or damaged individual sectors. This is a 
very powerful program and well worth learning to use. 

The very first thing to do is to get a print out of the docu- 
ment file, DU-V86.D0C. This gives a summary of the com- 
mands available and some helpful hints. 

The first command to learn to use is the L. This will Log in 
which disk drive you want to examine. You type: 


LB (where © is carriage return) 


to log in drive B. 

The next command is the M command. This will attempt to 
give you a map of your diskette. This map tells you in what 
groups your files are in and in what order. To use this com- 
mand type: 


MoO 
at the : prompt. A Map of one of my diskettes is shown below. 


02-02 00 PREFACE .MAK 00 : 03-03 00 DU-ARTM .IST 00 
04-13 00 BSLNDATA.NFE 00 : 14-1B 00 BSLNDATA.NFE 01 
1C-1D €5 PRYLTTR .BAK 00 : 1E-20 O00 PRYLTTR .JUN 00 
21-21 00 DU-ARTM .IST 00 : 22-22 E5 PRYLTTR .BAK 00 


23-23 00 DU-ARTM .IST 00 : 24-B8 ++FREE++ 
group | i-file spec-! 


1 
t 
number | H 

H H 
ES = erased file 
00 = active file 
other numbers ie 04 = user number 4 


To use this Map you have to know how to read it. The 
leftmost column is the group number. These “group” numbers 
are in hex. The first one reads 02-02 the one below it is 04-13. 
This tells you how many contiguous groups there are for that 


Catala! y= Extent number 


file. Any time CP/M has stored a file in noncontiguous groups, 
DU will show this as a separate entry. 

The next column tells whether the file is active or erased. If 
it is active it gives a user number. The column after that is the 
file spec and the last column (on the left half) gives the extent 
number. The second line in the Map | gave is read like this: 


The file BSLNDATA.NFE is active in User group 0. It is found in 
groups 04-13(hex) and 14-1B which comprise 2 extents (0 & 
1). 

This isn’t so hard once you know how to read it. 

Before we go on to how to move around the disk, let's exam- 
ine what to do if CP/M is unable to read the directory. If this 
happens, no map will be displayed and you will have to take 
the long way round. This involves attempting to read the 
directory sector by sector to glean what information is still 
readable. To do this type: 


602 


at the : prompt. 

This command positions the head at the first allocation 
group after the system tracks. It also reads the first sector into 
memory. To display this memory you can use four different 
commands: : 


A,D, H, or V 


* Adumps (displays) the sector in ASCII, D in Hex and ASCII, 
H dumps in Hex, and V allows you to View the ASCII. Since we 


eS 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Monitor you, Health « Fitness 
with 
Healthtrac’s 


‘SAVE YOUR LIFE’’ 


Computer Software 
A New Comprehensive 


PERSONALIZED 
Health Management System 


e Reduce Risk of Heart Disease, High Blood 
Pressure, Obesity & Cancer 

e Risk Factor Analysis 

e Complete Nutritional Analysis 

e Monitor Cholesterol Intake 

» Weight Control System 

¢ Shows Calories Burned by 20 Aerobic Ac- 
tivities 

« Runs on Most MS-DOS, CP/M 

Developed by HEALTHTRAC, a non-profit, 


medical research educational company. 


$69 95 plus tax 


Call or Write Today: 


= — 
ey =724 Fickle Hill Road, Arcata, CA 95521 
(707) 822-5716 » (415) S-HEALTH 


FOGHORN Vol. V No, 2 November, 1985 Page 41 


Page 42 


are interested in finding out directory information and this is 
most readable in both ASCII and Hex, enter: -° 


DO 


- If the computer can’t read this particular sector it will tell 
you and you can advance and try again. Use the + command 
to advance and read one sector with the D command to dis- 
play. With a double density machine, advancing 16 times will 
read the whole directory. Below is an example of a ag08 
directory. 


00 00505245 46414345 204D414B-00000003 *. PREFACE MAK... 
10 02000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 *....../......... 
20 0042534C 46444154 41464645 00000080 *.BSLNDATANFE.... 
30 04050607 O80S0A0B OCODOEOF 10111213 *...........2.... 
40 0042534C 46444154 -414E4645 01000040 '*.BSLNDATANFE. ..@* 


50 14151617 18191A1B 00000000 00000000 *..... Speen ee ba 
60 €5505259 4C545452 20424148 00000017 *.PRYLTTR BAK... .* 
70 1C1D2200 00000000 00000000 00000000 *..''............ - 


There is a lot of information in this directory, but again you 
have to know how to read it. Each directory entry is actually 
composed of two lines. These two lines give all the informa- 
tion about an extent. Let's take each type of line individually. 

The first line is the File Name line. It looks like this. -., ..-- 


0 00505245 46414345 204D414B 00000003 *.PREFACE MAK... ..* 
‘ 
1 
1 


+53 ae Ww 1 t 


mut J! 1 


File Name in ASCII 


iA 


in} im} 
1 “File Name & type in Hex Hoh 
| **-00=File Active “tt **-file size in sectors 
{ -E5=File Erased ““-extent number 
“-Initial address in this line of this directory-sector -- 


The second line is the Disk Address line it looks like this: 
10 oz000000 000000 ooo0ed00 coo00000 * * 


-- -- ---- oOo 


? 


i) 
i il : 7 
1} “-allocation group numbers. These |  “-ASCII display! 
1} are 2 digit hex. numbers--------~ “of hex, ignore” 
““-Initial address in this line of this directory sector 


All the information displayed in the hex portion of the 
screen is composed of two digit hexadecimal numbers. 

Using the allocation: group numbers you can find your file 
no matter where it is spread over the whole disk. Not only will 
this version of DU let you find it but you can save it to memory 
and write It to a disk. This lets you save data that is on a disk 
which CP/M won't read the directory for. To do this we need to 
learn some more commands: 6, V, ¥, +, /, and K. 

The first two we have already talked about. The G command 
moves the head to and reads the first sector (there are eight 
sectors to a group on a double density machine). The second 
command Is V and this displays the sector in ASCII. This is 
handy to check and make sure you really want this particular 
sector. You can tell DU to display this and fhe next nn sectors 
by adding a one or two digit (decimal?) number after the V. 

The Y command Is used to “‘yank’’ the sector into memory 
to be later written to a disk file: The + is used to move forward 
and read one sector. It can also be followed by a 1-2 digit num- 
ber. The./ tells DU to repeat the commands preceding it on. 
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this line. Normally you.would follow this with a 1-2 digit num- 
ber since, if no number is entered, the default is infinity. The 
repeat commands can be terminated by a “C (control C) but it 
can take some time for the computer to register your request 
in the infinity repeat mode. Now that we have these com- 
mands, let's add the command delimiter; the :. This tells DUa a 
new command is coming. 
- Let’s practice on my example above in the directory. Let's 

make a copy of the file PREFACE.MAK. We find it on line 00. 


00 00505245 46414345 20404148 00000003 *.PREFACE MAK....* 
10 02000000 00000000 00000000 a0D00000 * * 


Remember what we found out about reading the directory? 
The last two digits on the file name line tell how many sectors 
the file takes up. In this case it is three. The sets of digits in 
line 10 tells us in what allocation groups the file is found. In 
this case there is only one allocation group, 02. The procedure 
to save this is: (At the end of each command fbi enter e: 


Enter ~~" Comments 
:2 One digit group numbers can be entered this 
‘sway DU will respond by giving the group track 
~~ and sector plus some thing called PS. 


Vv -: +, Will display sector skip if you want. ; 


¥;+:/3 This will yank the current sector move ahead 
one sector and repeat three times. If you use this 
form of yank, then move always give the number 
of sectors you want varie as the digit for me / 
command. 


The next step is to save the file toa disk. This next step is 
very important. If you deviate from the procedure | lay out 
here, you may overwrite your whole directory! Once you de- 
cide which disk drive you want write to then log to that. drive. I 
usually write on drive A: so 


cLA (changes log drive) 


Next you want to use the K command. This consists of K 
followed by drive designation and optional user number A: the 
filename.typ. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO WRITE TO THE 
NONLOGGED DRIVE! Your entry would look like this: 


KA:FILENAME.EXT pict: ty 
| usually shorten the whole procedure like this: 
LA;KA:FILENAME.EXT:LB 


This is all well and good you say, but you attempted to read 
the directory and either the whole directory is unreadable or 
the file you need is not contained in the sectors you can read. 
There is a way round this, too, though it is a bit tedious. 

It involves reading the whole disk until you find all the 
pieces you need and then putting them in memory and writing 
them to a disk. To do this use the & command to position the 
head at Group 2. The following set of commands will advance 
one group at a time and display what it found. Enter: 


:V:+8:Z10;/88 * 
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This command should take you half way through the disk- 
ette, pausing about a second before advancing to give you the 
chance to decide if you are interested in this group. Before the 


display of the ASCII, you will see the address. It will be some- 
thing like: 


602:00, T=3, S=17, PS=2 


If you are interested in saving the material then note down 
the address following the &. If you are trying to find multiple 
files it probably would help to have separate places to write 
down the addresses for each file. Once you have done this 
procedure twice, you should have all the information you need 
to piece together your files. 

If the files went by too fast, increase the number following 
the Z in the command lines. This is the sleep command and 
the larger the number the longer the pause. The documenta- 
tion says to use DDT or SID to set the byte at 103H to adjust 
the clock speed. | haven’t bothered and it works fine but the 
numbers do not correspond directly with the same number of 
1/10ths of a second. 

Now that you know where your files are located examine 
each group more closely. You need to decide which group 
comes before which other groups and which groups make up 


.your file and not your backup file. To do this use the G to posi- 


tion to the appropriate group and the V8 to view all eight sec- 
tors in that group. If there is more than a screenful of 
information you might want to break the view command up to 
smaller sizes like V4 and then advance and view again. Once 
you have your paper directory you can yank all the sectors 
into memory and save them to a good disk. This may sound 
like a lot of work but it beats retyping a long file. 

Before | quit for now | do want to mention how to unerase an 
accidently erased file. AS soon as you realize you have erased 
a file you want do not write anything else to the disk or you 
may overwrite all or part of the file you want. Load DU and log 
on to the drive with the lost file in it. Type: 


G0;D (advance with the + until you find the sector with the file 
you accidently erased.) 


Or use the = command. This will search for an ASCII 
string. To use it enter: 


:=filenameO 


| would not recommend adding file type, but if you want to add 
enough spaces between the end of the file name and the start 
Of the file type to make up a total of 11 characters. 


20 €544552D 41525440 20495354 00000014 *.DU-ARTM IST....* 
30 03212300 00000000 00000000 00000000 *.!¥..........44- i 


_ Notice in line 20 the first two digits are E5. That means the 
file DU-ARTM.IST is erased. To unerase the file type: 


CH20.00.5 changes the address 20 to 00h in memory 
writes the change to the disk 
. dumps changes 


It should now look like this: 
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20 0044552D 41525440 20495354 00000014 *.DU-ARTM IST... .* 
30 03212300 00000000 00000000 O0000000 *.!#............. eS 


| will tell more about how to change files next time, but this 


is long enough now. 
eeeo2e e828 


A Few TLC Tips For 


Your Precious Disks 
by Rick Pederson 


Here are some Disk Handling Tips. 

Like everybody else, I’ve had my share of ‘‘Bad Sector” 
disks and lost data. This is especially frustrating when a lot of 
time is lost due to these bad disks. Here’s a couple of things | 
learned to minimize this problem. 


1. Buy only good disks. While | can’t endorse certain 
brands, | have found that some disks are very good, while 
other, just as expensive disks aren’t worth taking home. The . 
best source of information on the brand of disk to use is from 
either your local user group, or some experienced hacker. 
Benefit from their experience, as in all things relating to your 
computer. 


2. Keep your disk drives clean, especially the read/write 
heads. I’m careful not to set Ozzie by an open window (dust in 
the air) nor do | allow smoking around her. | also periodically 
use a drive cleaner. My favorite looks like an ordinary disk but 
is made of fiber which is soaked with a cleaning solution. 
Whatever you use to clean your drives, just do it on a regular 
basis. 


3. When | wired electricity into my home office, | ran a sepa- 
rate power line from the main power box to the outlet where 
Ozzie is plugged in. Since nothing else is on this breaker, elec- 
trical noise, voltage flutters, and the dreaded power outage are 
a thing of the past. Total cost was about $25.00 — cheap 
insurance. 


4. | learned not to power down the computer when disks are 
still in the drives. Most of the time, nothing happens. However, 
once in a while, some sort of strange voltage surge passes 
through the disk when the computer is powered down, which 
fries your precious disk. | never power up or down with disks 
in the drives. 


5. During an extended work session, when I take a break 
from the computer, | also remove the disks and let them cool 
down on a sheet of clean paper. When | come back, | simply 
put the disks back into the correct drives and resume work 
where | left off. Before | started doing this, | would crash a disk 
during too many of my extended hacking sessions. Since | 
Started to pull the disks out when taking a breather, | have yet 
to lose any data due to a bad disk. The disks must become 
overheated during extended operation and allowing them to 
occasionally cool down keeps your data intact. Yes, a cooling 
fan is on my list of future computer enhancements. 


| hope these tips prove valuable to you. 
eeeseeseoeesd 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


~ REPORTMAKER | 


THE KING OF GRAPHICS SOFTWARE FOR OSBORNE COMPUTERS. 


® 


There's not a graphics package SURVEY OF PRINTERS OWNED BY CLUB MEMBERS . 
for your computer that can produce a saga 
graphics like the ones you see on TDN - rm BS teas 
this page. Except REPORTMAKER. nN eek tana 

The key to fine charts is attention to detail. BS . *a.00 1 tout 
Examine REPORTMAKER's work. The roundness of ey 70.00 Battt 
the pie chart. The variety and sharpness of the | RRA RH ; 1200 (4AM 
shadings. The "exploded" slice cleanly offset with . NG BY . i 21,00 (Bt 
its legend set in bold type (you can explode up to abs ; +, 10H ProeiTees v.00 (18.40 
nine slices in the same chart). REPORTMAKER'S - A - over ; 18.00 | 5.51 


TOTAL: «= -247.00 (1000) 


detail is exquisite. 


Besides pie-charts REPORTMAKER produces 
seven kinds of graphs. Bar, stacked bar, line, 
stacked line, cumulative line, bar-line combination, 
and percent graphs. And REPORTMAKER can rotate 
any chart or graph 90 degrees to produce a full 
page size. . > 

But there's more. REPORTMAKER lets 
you integrate charts and graphs with 
WordStar text! Text, charts, and graphs, all flow 
out of your printer in a smooth, continous operation. 6 
The result is a presentation with visual impact, more 

_ persuasive than words alone. The quality graphics 
show you are serious about your work. ; 

’ There's even. an "extra" for Osborne I 
owners - the ability to design and print high 
resolution logos for your own letterhead. (See note 
1, below for Execs and Vixens). 

You've read the reviews of REPORTMAKER 
(Foghorn, August 1985, p. 45) and. seen the 
comments (Foghorn, September 1985, p. 24, middle 
right column). Now it's time to order your copy. 


_ The King of Osborne Graphics 
Software is yours for only $130.00 
plus $2.50 shipping and handling. 


Order Toll Free 8:30am to 5 pm EST weekdays 1-800-237-3444 operator 19 
(National) or 1-800-422-5151 operator 19 (Florida). After hours (24 hrs, 7 days) call 1-800-835-2246 ext 114. 
Mastercard or Visa accepted. Or send check for $132.50 to RUFF SOFTWARE, INC., Box 98, Plant City, 
Florida, 33566. : i 

Supported printers (specify) are Epson, Gemini, Okidata 92 and 93, C-Itoh 8510. REPORTMAKER Runs 
on Osborne I (specify density), Executive (see note 2, below), or Vixen. : 

Note 1. Executives and Vixens mun Reportmaker just fine but do not support the logo desien process. However, logos designed < on 
Osborne I's can be saved as files for repeated use on Executives and Vixens and the resulting logos print perfectly. In fact the examples shown on this 
page were al printed using REPORTMAKER on an Executive with an Epson FX-80. 


Note 2. Executives should have the ROM Version 1.21 from Osborne. See your Executive sign-on screen to check for Ver 1.21. 
Trademarks — WordStar, MicroPro Intemational; Osborne, Osbome Computer Corp.; Foghorn, First Osborne Group. Reportmaker, Krepec Software, Inc. 
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How to Repeat 


Headings with SuperCalc2 
by Steve Colby 


One of the “MISSING” features of SuperCalc2 is the repeat 
heading function. Having used Lotus 1-2-3, | find this feature 
very useful for multipaged reports. By utilizing the eXecute 
function of SuperCalc2 you can work around this limitation. 

Here's how to do it. First, if you are not familiar with the eX- 
ecute function you should take a little time to understand its 
usefulness. Set up your XQT file using the following 
assumptions: 


(1) Your heading is located in rows 1-12, columns A-G. 

~ (2) Your document is 203 rows long including the heading. 

(3) Your page length is set to 60 using the setup selection “L” 

— this can be adjusted which will Kequice changing the 

dimensions in the table below. 

(4) Set the automatic top of the page fonction to “ON” in the 
setup selections — IMPORTANT. 


CELL TEXT 
Al ~ + */0DA4:642, SAP 
“he . ** /0DA13:G60, SAP 
wR **/0DA1:G12, SAP 
Ad ** /0DA61:6108, SAP 
AS **/0DA1:612, SAP 
AG- ‘* /0DA109: 6156, SAP 
a7 "* /0DA1:G12, SAP 
AB ** /0DA157 6203, SAP 


Be sure to make column A as wide or wider than the longest 
sequence of characters in the text entries and REMOVE the 
border using /GB. Now load your file to print, issue the setup 
selections mentioned in the first paragraph, issue the execute 
slash command and file /X(filename) and you're all set. In- 
cidentally, this sequence is even handier for those of you who 
use SuperCalc3 Version 1 or 2 which can house some rather 


large files. Good Luck! 
eeeeests 


Page Break Handling in 
File Transfer, Between 


Personal Pearl and WordStar 
by Donald Wechsler 


Introduction 

WordStar is a useful adjunct to Personal Pearl’s report 
production capability. You can pass Personal Pearl's output to 
WordStar, to fine-tune the cosmetics of a specific report, prior 
to printing. 

But, if you define a Personal Pearl report to an external file, 
with intent to modify that file in WordStar, you may encounter 
page break difficulties. 
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Condition #1 

A Personal Pearl, list type report will assign page breaks in 
addition to, and often in conflict with, those of WordStar. 
Worse, as part of WordStar’s text, these page breaks move up 
and down with your “Y’s (the symbol ~ means the control key), 
and “N’s creating variable page lengths, and playing havoc 
with your printed output. 

You can prevent Personal Pearl from inserting page breaks, 
by defining a report destination filename having a .DAT suffix. 

But you're not out of the woods yet. 


Condition #2 

Relying on WordStar's page breaks i imposes a new caution: 
if the length of any line in your report file, plus eight char- 
acters, exceeds the width of your printer (on the Epson FX-80, 
for example), the printer will place the remainder on a new 
line, and then immediately line-feed. Since WordStar doesn’t 
anticipate this printer treatment of line overruns in locating its 
page breaks, your printed page will become one line longer 
than your displayed page, for each occurrence. An accumula- 
tion of such cases could neatly place your bottom line strad- 
dling a page perforation. 

There are two direct solutions: You can restrict your defined 
report width (PEARLDR; STEP 1: Report Layout) to (72) char- 
acters maximum (for a printer having a total of (80) characters 
per line). 

Perhaps better, you can reset to 0, WordStar’s page offset 
default value. Eight characters is WordStar’s left side, page 
Offset default setting for printing. (Use WINSTALL; Menu of 
WordStar Features; Feature N). This approach can be applied 
to WordStar input files from systems other than Personal 
Pearl. But in no case can your line length exceed your printer’s 
width. 


CAVEAT EMPTOR! 


FOG does not endorse any of the products advertised in 
this publication. FOG does not verify the accuracy of the 
claims in any of the ads. You should thoroughly investigate 
any offers before buying. 

Please let FOG know of any difficulties encountered. Send 
all details, In writing, to the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly 
City, CA, 94015-0474, U.S.A.. We can't promise a solution, but 
we will try to help. 

All articles contained in these pages are the views of the 
authors. Publication does not necessarily indicate endorse- 
ment by FOG, the FOGHORN, or any of the officers. 


ee eee eosd 


_ Page 45 


———EEEEEE 


Page 46 


“SKEYS” Software from INOVA resides in the computer's 
memory and gives you instant access to over a dozen 
computer-expanding features. Simply touch two or three keys, 
and you can use the full power of CP/M 3.0. “SKEYS” delivers 
more functions than any other similar program available today. 


Here’s some of the great features “SKEYS” puts at your 
command: 


* Change your Arrow keys from CP/M to WordStar® or 
back again in an instant. 
* Add 4 additional sets of function keys. 
* Create 22 more redefinable programmable function 
keys. Each may have up to 255 characters. PLUS 
commenting capabilities. You can call other function keys in 
turn. Streamline your computing/printing and modeming 
tasks and let your computer hum. You can even program 
Trig functions. 
* Set your cursor to blink, underline, solid block, or 
blinking solid block with a couple of key strokes! 
* Tum your keyclicks on or off instantly! 
* Has your screen become messy? Clean it with a’simple 
Control shift-Z. ; ; 
* Set the system date and/or time anytime within any 
program. 
* For programmers or installing a new program, complete 
ASCII chart can be displayed at any time. 
* “SKEYS” comes with 2 calculators, a programmer's 
hex/decimal/binary/octal mode. And a_ standard 
“ousiness” calculator with 2 memories and a “paper tape” 
display. 
Need to calculate a list of items while in WordStar@? With 
the touch of a few keys, you have a business calculator with 
2 memories at your finger tips. By redefining keys, you can 
emulate any calculator you have ever owned. And the 
results can be output at the cursor position...at anytime .. 
. in any program in decimal, hex, binary or octal. Great for 
programming, spreadsheets and word processing! 
* With “SKEYS” you can print any screen display. Print 
WordStar® Instruction sets. Make hard copy of your 
programs while you're in MBASIC or CBASIC. What's on your 
screen, you can print out with the touch of a few keys. 
* Need to type envelopes or quick notes? “SKEYS” 
converts your EXEC keyboard into a typewriter keyooard 
with direct access to your printer without exiting your 
current program. 
* “SKEYS” includes a real-time memory editor in decimal, 
hex, octal or ASCII, including all the banks of CP/M 3.0; the 
ROM (Read only), the ROM’s RAM and the video RAM! Great 
for hacking and debugging software. 
One of the best features of “SKEYS” is that it is EASY and FUN 
to learn. Any time you need help, regardless of what program 
you are in, you can bring up the “SKEYS” help screen. 
Now the best part. “SKEYS” Is only $89.95 and is FREE with 
the purchase of the INOVA 500. 


Ga SYSTEMS DESIGN 


EXCITING PRODUCTS 
that will make your Executive soar 
to new performance heights! a 


FOR EXECUTIVE OWNERS The Lightning Fast RAMdisk. 


ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 
Move over 7 
SMARTKEY® & PRESTO®..... £ Microtech 
— COMPUTER SERVICES 


Designed specifically for the Executive, the INOVA 500 has 
512K of total memory capacity. The INOVA 500 fits entirely 
inside your Executive. There are no unsightly cables nor 
connectors to clutter the front of your computer (plus you do 
not lose the use of the disk pocket). 


The INOVA 500 Ramdisk/Memory Card plugs in and replaces 
and enhances your present memory board. No soldering is 
required and installation takes about 10 minutes. 


All required software and complete, easy to follow 
instructions are included with each INOVA 500. 


The INOVA 500 uses the additional expansion banks of 
memory for which CP/M 3.0 is designed. It is completely 
transparent to your system and faster than any port- 
connected design. For example: Executive floppy disks load in 
a lightning fast 18 seconds; and WordStar® in 3 seconds! 


You will also receive FREE, “SKEYS” Software and 1 year of free 
software updates. And here’s the best part. The INOVA 500 
costs only $395.00. 


Compare the price to ahard disc and you will order the INOVA 
500 today. 


Shipping and handling 6 
$5.00 per item 


Send $2.00 for 
demo diskette 


ary. PRICE 
SKEYS Software 
INOVA 500 
SHIP TO: SUBTOTAL: 
Name: ———— TAX: 
SHIPPING: 
& HANDLING: 
Address; ——____ TOTAL: 
City: 
State, Zip: 


CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS ADD APPLICABLE SALES TAX. 
Sorry, no credit cards purchases. We accept personal checks upon clearance. 
We are happy to ship COD via UPS. 


a EET 


MICROTECH COMPUTER SERVICES G* SYSTEMS DESIGN 
1633 Old Bayshore, Suite 265 P.O. Box 19733 
TRADEMARKS: WordStar - Micro-Pro International; Smartkey - Software Burlingame, CA 94010 Greensboro, NC 27419 
Research Technologies, Inc.; Presto - Spectre Technologies, Inc. Telephone: (415) 692-1404 Telephone: (919) 855-3887 
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Project Management 


with SuperCalc. 
by Bary Patterson 


The May 1985 issue of PERSONAL COMPUTING contained an 
article on several project management software packages. 
These packages looked like they could be helpful to anyone 
who has to plan and follow the progress of projects taking 
weeks to several months to complete. However, like most new 
software these days, these programs are designed to run only 
on MS-DOS machines. 

In reading the article and looking at the example reports 
produced by the different project management programs, it 


occurred to me that much the same type of planning and in-. 


formation could be developed using that wiz at column manip- 
ulation — SuperCalc2. While | am sure the project 
management programs commercially available are menu 
driven with fill-in-the-blank questions which the program then 
uses to produce its pretty report or Gantt chart, it is possible 
to accomplish much the same thing with SuperCaic2. 

Once set up, the SuperCalc template is faster to change and 
update than I believe a menu driven program would be. How- 
ever, for those who like to write execute files for SuperCalc, the 
Gantt chart schedule shown with this article could probably 
be developed from an execute file of questions and prompts. 

The scheduler shown below (Figure 1) looks virtually identi- 
Cal to a report produced by one of the packaged software 
products, but was produced and is updated using 
SuperCalc2. | used the text entry mode to set up the titles and 
legend for the scheduler just as you would for a spreadsheet. 
Then you simply set up columns for the steps in your project 
which need to be tracked, to whom the task is assigned, the 
Status of the task, and a calendar to show the timeline for each 
task and certain critical dates. | used a # sign for each day. | 
had first thought | would make each day of the calendar a 
Separate column. This turned out not to be practical. | set the 
columns of the calendar to a width of seven and use spaces 
and # signs to show the day of the month. 

SuperCalc2's arrange row capability could probably be used 
to sort on a date field. | have not tried to make use of arrange 
but it could have some function in setting up your project 
planner. 

| print the scheduler in compressed print and have found it 
a handy tool to track even my bureaucratic paper shuffling 
and for those assigned a specific task on a project, it would be 
useful to see their deadlines and with whom they need to co- 
Ordinate in carrying out their assignment. 
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PROJECT SOMLOULER = BIVIGTON OF AGRICULTURAL § DRVIRCMMENTM, SERVICES 


PROJECT BAFEL. peosserssererevene. PROPOSED RULE BS-4 © PESTICIDE CONTROL ACT 
ua MAT 20, 1995, 


sarresarrecaseensonsarcecansusscaseesensenancesdnesseesoecsesecuarsenscgnaneuaecusacansanateeess 
(UH § EARLE Out DAT) 

> EES DIRECTOR'S WrracveG, 

P+ rmie c= OTIC ‘A= HAS DIRECTOR'S APPROVAL 

Le Ute We LEO > + COMLICT 


T= FLIED BATE 


Heqeat parutsulon for Rerleg 
Macestion vite ladeitey vy, 
Palen notice lor bearieg “ 
Prepare Gocceests for Brarkag BP 
Peblic bearing wu 
Provare anseript at nearing dk 
Float Goccacat to WS 

Final action By Bourd of Regents 
Hilective date ad repatation 


‘ : ‘ iuneisanin L : 
foteate Sodas Gh ree 
Figure 1 
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SuperCalc Grade Template 
by Harry M. Hawkins 


Kaaging grade records and computing final grades is one of 
those chores all teachers must regularly face. Several years 
ago, Dr. Kolan Bisbee, a colleague with whom | teach, devel- 
oped a VisiCalc grade template for his Microcomputing 
course. | decided to adapt his program to SuperCalc and run it 
on my Osborne Executive. This template has proven to be a 
great time-saver as well as providing my students with a 
professional assessment of their progress and final grade. 


The Template ° 
Figure 1 shows the template as it would appear on the 
Executive screen. 


= 


ADVERTISEMENT 


1+ WO+ 100+ 250+ 60+ 1000+ 
Se ee 


1.28 1.200110 (1.08 
240° 238 219 268 
1.5" 10 (For ‘Maa) 2.70 
3.8° 20 (For HP) 3.60 


* QUALITY MEDIA 

« LIFETIME 
REPLACEMENT 
GUARANTEE 

* HUB RINGS 

* TYVEC EPS. 

«WRITE PROTECTS 


. Add $3.00 shipping and handling per 
100 Diskettes. COD add $1.95. 
(CA residents add 6.5% sales tax) 
VISA/MC/COD 


ah '> BLACKSHI 


COMPUTER SUPPLY 


Ox 883362 
ear Paces CA 94188 
In California 415-550-0512 
USA orders 800-431-6249 
In Canada 403-426-6229 
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Figure 1 
Pah poi oc Ho op H € Ho oF oH G6 oH Hf 
u STUDENT EVALUATION RECORD 
2 
SiINDUSTRIAL ARTS ELECTRICITY : I.A. LAB 240 SECTION XX ~ XXXXX 198K 


a 


§ | ee eewnsnneseeensenseereezeenen euneneeesn: 20 ee seEeeee ees seeeReR eee on 


“ under FINAL GRADE COMPUTATION. 
ra ‘STUDENT: ‘< _ 
8! It is easy to adapt this template to nearly any other class 
Qi sennnennanensnusnnnsannsnnsnennenneusersenensnesessneemencenen eeeeeeeese since the editing function in SuperCalc is so easy to use. 
10: . . . 
i BRIBES ates ae ee When assigning letter grades and entering student names and 
2! sections, the editing function is used. 
13! NO. PT. SCORE NO. PT. SCORE NAME PT. SCORE 
MiG 9S NA 1 1A Mid-Term °60 Coll Contents ae 
1518 *5 2 10 Final 400 The cell contents are shown in figure 2. 
i 9 85 3° ~2«*S$ Term Proj 70 
vi 95 4S Perform 60 Figure 2 
wi 8S “Ss -§ Othe 00 N/A 
Heton sb — SuperCalc Ver. 1.12 
20:23 «5 7 5 TOTALS : 290 WA M = 
at aS 8 5 C1 . STUDENT EVALUATION RECORD 
22:30 5 9 5 Gi . 
231345 0 0 Hi iz 
24! 2 A2 . 
25! 50 N/A 50 N/A Be = 
26! ce 7 
eri b2 © 
28! PROJECTS FINAL GRADE COMPUTATION ee S 
29! Name Pt. = Score Fe . 
30! 4 20.0 OWA NAME POINTS SCORE G2 . 
32 WA He = ' 
32! Experiments 50 ix r¥) = “*INOUSTRIAL ARTS ELECTRICITY : I.A. LAB 240 SECTION XX 
33! «TOTAL: 20 N/A Projects 20 N/A XXXXX 198K 
34! Quizzes 50 N/A AM = 
35! Exams & Other 290 N/A B4 2 
36} 2 C4 . 
37) Widterm Estisate based Total Points 410 N/A D4 = 
381 on items marked * . E4 = 
39! Final Percent Average: N/A F4 = 
40! nig N/A/125 = N/A G4 . 
at Final Letter Grade : H4 * 
a2} “ AS = **eeeenee: 2 eeeee seen eese seme Sere rrnny oe sense eee 
43} AB . 
44 B6 - 
4S SHER eee EE OSD cé ) 
461 + + 06 Ls 
47 + + €6 . 
481 + MID TERM + F6 " 
49} . EST: + 6S 2 
50: + + H6 . 
Si + FINAL COURSE GRADE + ay . 
521 * + 87 . 
531 + A= 89.5% N/A + c7 - STUDENT: 
54} + B= 79.5 - 89.4 N/A + G7 ° 
55) . C = 69.5 - 79.4 N/A ‘ H7 . 
561 + D = 59.5 - 69.4 N/A + ag ian iene eal Phen ebaeiaeaiceiaeiaca: eenaimemaiaee ranan 
571 * E = 59.5 - N/A + 10 a 
58! . + B10 . 
59: SOHO Hee eH eeeeeene C10 . 
60: p10 . 
61! £10 . 
J ; F10 . 

My class was a basic electricity laboratory and the evalu- G10 7 
ations consisted of Quizzes, Experiments, Projects, Perfor- = oa adrian 
mance and Examinations. Each category is listed as to the | cu - quizzes 
number of items (e.g, 10 quizzes), the number of points asso- | —1 = = 
ciated with the specific item and a place (cell) for the score. A ae EXAMS AND. OTHER 
summary and percent average is calculated at the lower-right Bie a 
under FINAL GRADE COMPUTATION. C12 . 

It is easy to adapt this template to nearly any other class | Pv 
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My class was a basic electricity laboratory and the evalu- 
ations consisted of Quizzes, Experiments, Projects, Perfor- 
mance and Examinations. Each category is listed as to the 
number of items (e.g, 10 quizzes), the number of points asso- 
ciated with the specific item and a place (cell) for the score. A 
summary and percent average is calculated at the lower-right 


tC 


nee 


“e 


Ft2 - 

Gre . 

H12 . 

A13, RTL) = '* NO. PT SCORE 
c13 ah NO. PT. SCORE 
F13 ae NAME PT. SCORE 
A14 =" 6 95 

B14 = NA 

C14 ees “1 «10 
E14 = NA 

F14 =" Mid-Term *60 
Hi4 R - 

A1S . 8 5 

C15 . 2 10 
F15S = Final 100 
H18 & . 

AE . 9 45 

C16 = 3 5 
F146 = Term Proj 70 
H16 R . 

Ai7 e' 10 5 

C7 = *4 5 
F17 - Perform 60 
H17 8 = 

At8 = 15 

C18 ar 5 5 
F18 = °° Other 00 
H1i8 R = NA 

A139 ="" 21 °S 

c19 . 6 § 
G19 . 

A20 =" 23 5 

C20 ete 7 5 
F20 = ** TOTALS : 

G20 = 290 

Heo & = SUM(H14:H18) 

A21 =" 29 § 

C21 ete 8 5 
A22 =''30 5 

c22 att 9 5 
A23 =''34 5 

C23 ae 10 0 
A24 . 

C24 eo ‘ 
Aes R = 50 

B25 RG == ‘SUM(B14:B23) 

025 = 50 

E25 L = SUM(E14:E23) 

A2B Le PROJECTS 
E28 * FINAL GRADE COMPUTATION 
A29 = ** Name Pt. Score 
A30 = ‘ 

B30 TL == ** 20 

C30 L = NA 

E30 = NAME POINTS SCORE 
A31 . 2 

B31 TL = N/A 

B32 Ts 

C32 ee 

E32 = "Experiments 

G32 L = 50 

H32 TR = B25 

A33 = °° TOTAL 

B33 LIL = 20 

C33 L = SuM(C30:C31) 

E33 = **Projects 

G33 L = 20 

H33 TR = C33 

E34 = "Quizzes 

G34L = 50 

H34 TR = E25 

E35 = ‘Exams & Other 

635 L = 290 

H35 TR = H20 

*A37 = ‘' Midterm Estimate based 
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£37 = "Total Points 

G37 L = SUM(G32:G35) 

H37 RTR == SUM(H32-:H35) 

438 = '* on items marked *. 

£39 = *'Final Percent Average: 

439 TR = (H37/G37)*100 

440 TR ec T= 

B40 * (H14*B25+E25) 

C40 = 77/125 = 

040 L = ((H14*B14*B15+B16+B17+B18+B19+B204E 14+E 15 +E 16+£ 17+£ 18)/ 125 )* 100 
**Final Letter Grade : ‘ 
cf erage 


beet etree tere ree eee 


* "FINAL COURSE GRADE 
bad + 

* 

* 
* 
A= 89.5% 

IF(H39)=89.50,4.00,NA) 
es + 


+ 
B = 79.5 - 89.49 

IF (AND(H39)=79. 50,H39(89. 49).3.00,NA) 

ax + 


+ 
C = 69.5 - 79.49 
IF(AND(H39)=69.50,H39(79. 49) 2.00,NA) 
F55 te + 

D = 59.5 - 69.49 
IF(AND(H39)=59, 50,H39(69. 49). 1.00.NA) 
pe * 


# 
E = 59.5 - 

IF (AND(H39)=0 ,H39¢59.50) ,.0.00,NA) 

a + 


C57 

E57 RSTR 
F57 

BS8 TL 
FS8 

B59 TL 
C59 

H66 


+ 


++ 


FS3 = 

Most of the formulas are straight forward and consist of 
sums and averages. The mid-term grade is computed by the 
formula in cell D40. This is the average from all items marked 
(*) which would consist of a total of 125 points. Based on the 
results of this calculation, cell D40 is edited to indicate the let- 
ter grade. 

The final grade block at the bottom of the record page will 
calculate the average and if it falls within the range of an A, B, 
C, D or E, automatically enter a 4.00, 3.00, 2.00, 1.00 or 0.00 
in the correct grade column and row. Based on this, and cell 
H39 (the final average), cell E41 is edited to reflect the appro- 
priate letter grade. 

The number of points assigned to most of the various tests, 
projects and other activities can be adjusted by the user at 
any time and the results will continue to be calculated as a 


rs 
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percent of the total points assigned. 


Using the Template 

As soon as the template has been typed in (according to fig- 
ure 2 or a modification of that figure), it should be saved with a 
name such as MASTER or GRADES. The template is now 
loaded and edited to enter the first student’s name and any 
other information required, as well as any current grades. 
Save the template with an ascending number name. Usually, 
you will have the data disk in drive B and the SuperCalc disk in 
drive A. Save the first student's grade sheet with the name 
B:1, the second B:2, etc., until all are saved. 

The reason for saving them with a number rather than the 
student's name is that you can easily use batch printing to 
automatically print the entire class rather than one student 
record at a time. The batch file can be more easily generated 
and modified if the file names are by number in ascending 
order. 

Each time you accumulate a few grades (or as mid-term or 
final grade periods approach), you can load each student’s 
template and add the latest grades. 


Batch Processing 

SuperCalc allows you to batch process so that you do not 
need to load and print each grade sheet individually with key- 
board commands. In order to do this, you should use WordStar 
(or NewWord) to open a non-document file (use N from the 
opening menu). Name the document B:PRINTALL.PRN. You 
can name it whatever you like so long as the .PRN extension is 
attached. 

Figure 3 shows what the B:PRINTALL file should look like. 


Figure 3 


72Y/LB:1,A/GB/ODALL ,P 
/ZY/LB:2,A/GB/ODALL .P 
/2N/LB:3,A/GB/ODALL .P 
/2N/LB: 4, A/GB/ODALL ,P 
/2N/LB:5, A/GB/ODALL ,P 
/2Y/LB:6, A/GB/ODALL .P 
/ZN/LB:7 ,A/GB/ODALL ,P 
/ZN/LB:8,A/GB/ODALL .P 
/2Y/LB:9,A/GB/ODALL .P 
/ZY/LB: 10, A/GB/ODALL ,P 
/2Y/LB: 11, A/GB/ODALL .P 
/2N/LB: 12,A/GB/ODALL .P 
/2Y/LB: 13.A/GB/ODALL .P 
/ZY/LB: 14, A/GB/ODALL ,P 


Notice that each line is ssecily the same’ except for the 
number after B:. Each line starts with a /Z which will Zap or 
clear the previous spreadsheet from the screen. It then loads 
the next template (student’s record) with /LB:1,A. The ,A will 
load all of the template. The next command, /GB will remove 
the border so that it will not print. The /OALL,P selects OUT- 
PUT and includes all of the template. The ,P directs the output 
to the PRINTER. 

Ail you need do to start the batch process is to have the 
printer on, (SuperCalc disk in drive A and data disk in drive B),’ 
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boot the system so that a SuperCalc page is on the screen 
then select /X (execute). When asked for the file to execute, 
type: 

B:PRINTALL.PAN 


This file will then take over and proceed to print individual 
grade records (either mid-term or final) automatically for the 
entire class. 

Since the batch process file calls each student record by 
number, it is easy to edit the file to the exact number of stu- 
dents in any given class. If you have NewWord (it has an Undo 
function) you can use ~Y (control Y) to erase the first line then 
“U to make as many duplicates as you desire. Of course, the 
WordStar *KB*KK*KC (block, copy block) can also be used to 
duplicate these lines. You will need to edit each line to give it 
the correct student number. 


Conclusion 

This record system works well for classes of 15 or more 
students. Smaller classes can be done as quickly by using 
more traditional means. However, the record generated by the 
computer appears more official, has more detail and seems to 
satisfy students more than hand-written reports. Additionally, 
any Calc program which operates in a fashion similar to 
SuperCalc (such as VisiCalc) should be able to run this pro- 
gram with no trouble. 

| usually make a Xerox copy of each student’s record and 
also file the original for at least one year (I also have a copy on 
disk). Since | have been using this system, | have not had any 
computation errors and there is no mistake as to the assigned 
grade when the time comes to transfer it to permanent records 
or registrar grade sheets. 


[With SuperCalc2, the letter grades could be automated by 
inputting them as “textual values”, such as (“A”), using 
LOOKUP or nested IF...AND logic and formatting the des- 


ignated cells so that zeros don’t show. David] 
seeseoesee sts. 
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Searches 
Exact File Name 
Partial File Name 


By File Name 


By Disk(s) 
By File Type 


By File Name and Type 
By Disk Number Strings in File Name By Library Group 
By Library Group Strings in File Comments}! {To Printer or Screen 


Use the SRH Catalog System to catalog your own library!! 
The SH Catalog aR) Mith Fog-hleg 
Send $69.95 + $5.00 shipping Delphi Data Systems 
(Cal, Res. add 7.0% sales tax) per P.0. Box 391567 
copy, indicate computer type Mountain Yiew, CA. 
Check or Money order only Please! 94039-1567 
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Using dBASE II 
by Gary McFarlen 


Like the ostrich, | finally pulled my head from the sand to 
write my first helpful (| hope) piece for the FOGHORN. | have 
been studying Mastering dBASE the Easy Way, and dBASE In 
English [to try to become an “expert” dBASE programmer! 

Needless to say the best method is to jump in feet first and 
immerse yourself in your old issues of the FOGHORN. The levels 
of help in this publication are great, for as you grow in your 
abilities to use your machine, the more help you can derive 

- from the old issues. 

| have recently put together my first dBASE routine that 
uses a couple of subroutines previously published in the 
FOGHORN. Specitically these are the 6/83 article by Milt 
Shanklin, On Using dBASE If and the 11/84 article by Schuy- 
ler Quackenbush called Mice Date From dBASE Il. The only 

. Change | made to IT It was to remove the SET DEFAULT TO B 
Statement as | have all of my command files and report forms 
on my dBASE program diskette. 

As aresult my DISKMENU command file is also on drive A. | 
modified the DISKMENU file to include the NICEDATE routine as 

' follows: 


* * DISKMENU. CMD 
* * NICEDATE.CMD 
ERASE 
SET TALK OFF 
STORE *19’ + $(date().7.2) TO year 
STORE $(date().4.2) TO date 
IF $(date,1,1) = ‘0° 
STORE $(date.2.1) TO date 
ENDIF 
STORE $(date().1,2) TO begin 
STORE STR(VAL(begin)+1.2) TO end 
IF $(end,1,1) = °° 
STORE ‘0' + $(end.2.1) TO end 
ENDIF 
STORE ‘O‘1January02Februar yO3NarchO4April0SMayO6June" TO N41 
STORE ‘O7JulyO8AugustO9September 100ctober 11Novenber 
. 12@December 13" TO N2 
STORE $(N1+N2, @(BEGIN,N1+N2)+2, @(END,N1+N2) 
@(BEGIN,N1+N2) - 2) TO month 
STORE month+' ‘+date+', ‘+ year TO nicedate 
RELEASE year - 
RELEASE date 
RELEASE begin 
RELEASE end 
RELEASE N1 
RELEASE N2 
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RELEASE month 

SAVE TO memfile 

SET COLON OFF 

@2,0 SAY * * GET nicedate 
SET COLON ON 


* Menu of Master Command Programs: 


0 - Exit to dBASE’ 


1- Do Jobfile’ (The program of your choice) 


Enter Choice’ 


yn vnvnnv vv Vvn 


WAIT TO Choice 

DO CASE 
CASE choice = ‘0° 
SET TALK ON 
RELEASE ALL 
RETURN 
CASE choice = "1° 
00 job 
OTHERWISE 
?" Invalid Entry. If you wish to try again, type 00 DISKMENU. ’ 
ENDCASE 

RELEASE ALL 

RETURN 


It does not matter what function your DISKMENU routine fi- 
nally addresses, you will get a ‘‘nicedate” at the top of your 
DISKMENU. If you decide to preface a printed report with a 
nicedate, instead of the bland dBASE configuration, you need 
to do three things. First create a file called DATEFILE. It has one 
field, called RPTDATE, which is character in type and uses 18 
spaces. 

Secondly, set up a report form using the WordStar non-doc- 
ument mode. Be sure to name the file DATER.FRM and enter ex- 
actly as below: 


M=3,L=10,W=49 NY N 22,APTDATE 


Finally, add the following section of commands to the top of 
your command file which generates your printed reports: 


SET TALK OFF 

ERASE RESTORE FROM memfile 

USE datefile 

GO TOP 

DELETE 

PACK 

APPEND BLANK 

REPLACE rptdate WITH nicedate 
RELEASE ALL 

REPORT FORM dater PLAIN TO PRINT 


(Follow with the balance of your report command file.) 

These routines presume that all command files and report 
forms reside on the drive A and the data base (dbf) and (ndx) 
files are on the drive B. If your programs are set differently, 


cont. on page 54 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


$69.95 INCLUDES 


SOFTWARE / MODEM / CABLE 
READY TO PLUG AND PLAY! 


COMM—PAC. 


300 BAUD MODEM FROM 0.C.C. 


THIS AD WAS PRODUCED ON A TELEVIDEO TPCI WITH MOUSE ! $995.00 


OTHER ITEMS IN STOCK: KYBD,MONITORS,COVERS,EXMONS,MONTOPS,EXT CABL 

ALL OCC1&EXEC PARTS,START—PAC,AFFORDABLE REPAIRS,USED OCC1S AS IS. 

TPCI,OCC1,VIXEN,OCC FAN,80 COL,DD KIT,C.ITOH PRINTERS,KLEERTEX,CALL! 
Bolingbrook, IL 60439 


oe Se 
me OOO Ie | SOO 


TECHNICAL AND ILL RES. (312) 759 5780 9:3 


WITT SERVICES” 


494 Boughton Rd. St.4 


———— eo 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


, ADVERTISEMENT 


WHAT IS THE MOST. A REPAIR ON AN O01 OR EXEC on” COST ? 


17 Q. 


ONLY AT WITT SERVICES! 


** We have a min. charge of 67.50 and a max. charge of 179.95. This has 
. made Ozzy repairs guaranteed affordable! If you have any questions 
about the details of this offer please don't ‘hesitate to call! 


Q: 
WHAT EXACTLY IS COVERED FOR 179.95? 
ALL REQUIRED PARTS AND LABOR FOR ANY 


O0C1 OR EXEC THAT DIED OF NATURAL 
~ CAUSES! GOT MORE QUESTIONS? — CALL: 


m 800 334 7506 Bz s87s65 


e 
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adjust the command files accordingly. The principles will be 
unchanged and should still work. If someone knows of a more 
efficient way to accomplish this, write the FOGHORN, so we can 
all share in it. Look elsewhere in this issue as | discuss getting 
dBASE to send compressed print commands to an Epson 
printer. By the way | am using version 2.3b. 


PS. | submitted this article several months ago via modem to 
board #6. It was entitled FOGHORN.ONE and probably got lost 
within the myriad submittals with the same name. So if you are 
going to submit something for us all to share, be sure to use a 
unique filename such as your name, e.g., MCFARLEN.ONE). 


Looking for a Local Group? 


For the name(s) of Affiliated Member Organization(s) or 
other group(s) nearest you, send a stamped, self-addressed 


envelope to: 
FOG 


P. 0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn More!! 
eeeessesese 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TeleVideo Portable 


Purchase the Televideo TPC], a full- 
featured portable computer, now and 
save more than $800.00. The TPC1. 
comes standard with software that 
includes CP/M 2.2 as the operating 
system, (upgradable to CP/M+), plus 
TeleWrite (executive word processor), 
TeleCalc (spreadsheet), TeleChart 
(business graphics), and Uniform (a 
diskette compatibility program). The 
TPC also features a nine inch screen, 
two double sided double density slim- 


much more to give you 
a complete business and 
word processing system. 
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A $1,600 value for only $795 : 


line disk drives providing 737K 1 Miri 5 ep ME ABEL AS) RIOD 
bytes of storage capacity, eK 42 gt 2 Ff ry ¥ 7] 

of user memory (expandable oy rt CUM ee, 
to 128K), printer ports(cen- / “g a’ Ne Eat cat all ad 
tronics and RS232C), a, oad ‘iG Se 
modem port, RJIIC / Peoodve ‘ 

SuperMousc port and — (gnesepesnenenst runt 
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Trailing Edge 
213 Kenroy Lane pane plate CA 95678 


November, 1985 


xe) 


REX 


fan ned on One 


Library Notes 
by Jack Brown 


These are the first disks to be released under the new li- 
brary format as described in the October FOGHORN. All are in 
double density format, and contain similar types of programs. 


OCTOBER, 1985 release date: 


-FOG/CPM.001: TURBO Pascal programming examples 
//CPMO01 .DOC: 


/0CT/85 : 

CAL2-EX .COM: Appointment calendar for Executive 
CAL2-EX .PAS: (Source can be changed for 0-1 or Vixen 
CALENDAR .DOC: Just set screentop to $F000) 

EDIT INC: 


FILTER .INC: 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Computer Specia 


Because itis a CP/M based system, 
there are hundreds of application pro- 
grams and language compilers avail- 
able to run on this system. In addition, 
Trailing Edge has made available 
Uniform, a program that allows you to 
use the TPC] witha variety of personal 
computer formats (including IBM PC 
and MSDOS) and be free toexchange 
data and program disks with other 

computers without compatibility 

“meet problems. 

Roca enn The TPC1 is sold complete with a 

. 90 day parts and labor warranty 
and is fully supported by 

\'\, Trailing Edge’s Technical 

: A Support division. Socon- 

\. tact us today to learn 

more about the power 

Jeeta Geen en, Nd Capabilities of the 

TPCI, at $795.00, the 

supply won't last long. 


FINANCES 
FINANCES 
FINANCES . 


: Loan amortization program 


SMALL 
STAR 
TITLE 


.GRF : 
.GRF 
.GRF 


LETTERS 


LISTER 


PRTPRO 


VIXENMM . 
VIXENMM 
-PAS: 


-FOG/CPM.002: C. Itoh 8510 printer graphics program written 


VIXENMM 


LISTER21 
LISTER22 . 
LISTER22 


: Lists and cross references source files 


: Proportional printing program 
: Mastermind game for 0-1 or Vixen 


TURBO Pascal source 


in Pascal 


//CPMOO2 .DOC: Source code comments are in German, .DOC is 


/0CT/85 
BLOCK 
BLOCK 

* BLOCK--- 
DOUBLE 
DOUBLE 
FINE 
FINE 
GRAPHICS 
GRAPHICS 
HEADING- 
LIST 
MEDIUM 
MEDIUM 
MODIF INE 
MODIF INE 
SCRIPT 
SCRIPT 
SCRIPT-- 


//CPMO03 .DOC: 
: demo 
: GRF files are saved graphics files for demo 


/O0CT/85 
BAR1 
BAR2 
CIRCLE 
DEMO 
DEMO 
GRAF 
GRAF 


GRAF 


GRAFCIRC . 
GRAFFILE . 
GRAFINVT . 
GRAFLINE . 
GRAFPLOT . 
GRAFUTIL . 


HUGH 
LINE 
MEDIUM 
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: English 
COM: 
PAS: 
WSN; 
COM: 
PAS: 
COM: 
PAS: 
COM: 
DOC: 
WSN: 
COM: 
COM: 
PAS: 
COM: 
PAS: 
COM: 
PAS: 
WSN: 


-FOG/CPM.003: Printer graphics program in Aztec c for 


C. Itoh 8510 printer graphics program 
All files on this disk are part of the 
program and demo 


MX/FX Epson 
All files on this disk are for this program and 


: Epson MX/FX printer program written in Aztec c 


II 


: Explains relationship of files 


+ SUB1 


-FOG/CPM.004: WordStar patches and added features 
//CPM004 .DOC: 
/0CT/85 
OIFF .COM: Compares text files -very simple and easy to 
use- 
DIFF 
FINREP 
FINREP21 .COM: 
INDEX ak 3 
INDEX 2 
INDEX 3 
INDEX 
INDEX11 . 
INDEX11 
INDEX11 . 
OUTLINE . 
OUTLINE . 
WS3330 : Patch points for WordStar 3.0/3.3 
WSBIBLE .00C: WordStar patch points for 2.26, 3.0, 3.3 
WSEXPAT4 .ASM: Memory mapped patches for Osborne Executive 


-FOG/CPM.005: Osborne Executive and CP/M+ programs 
//CPMOOS .DOC: 

/0CT/85 
CPM3LIB 
CPM3LIB 
EPOXLINK . 
EPOXLINK . 
KEY2SCRN . 
KEY2SCRN . 
LBRDISK . 
LBRDISK . 
MAKEST2O . 
MAKEST20 . 
MAKEST20 . 
MKWAIT2O . 
MKWAIT20 . 
MKWAIT20 . 
Qs -COM: 
Qs -DOC: 
SCDATE 
SCDATE 
SCDATE 
SERIF 
SERIF 
SHOW1 
SHOW 


Find & replace with extensive features 


: Index program for WordStar 


: Outline processor for WordStar 


: M80 library of standard CP/M+ functions 
: Epson PX8 FILINK compatible comm. prgm. 


: Prints Exec. function key settings on screen 


: Library directory program 


: Make or edit EXECST.COM files 


: Wait for input from program error msg. 


Attribute Quick Set program 


: Sets Supercalc date from Exec clock on boot 
: Serif character set for Exec 
: Demo program for Makewait 


: For WAIT demo 
.SUB: ** 


U3#102 
U3#102 
ULTIMATE .CHR: 
ULTIMATE .D0C: 


: Unerase program restores erased files 


Alternate character set for Exec. 
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WAITO = .COM:_-File for SHOW1 demo 


WAIT’ COM: 
WAIT2 = .COM: 
WAIT3 =. COM: 
WAIT4 = COM: 
WAITS = .COM: 
WAIT6 = =.COM: S** 


-F0G/CPM.006: dBASE II utility programs and hints 

//CPMOO6 .DOC: 

/OCT/85 

CALC -CMD: Calculator program module 

OB2&3MAX .INF: Article on maximizing your dBASE code 

DB2BAKUP .CMD: A quick file backup utility 

DBPRETTY .COM: Indent and make dBASE source more readable 

DBPRETTY .DOC: 

ENCODE .COM: Shrink & tokenize your source files 

ENCODE DOC: 

LOAD-HEX .DOC: How to use .HEX files from dBASE 

MATHLIB .CWD: Mathematical functions for dBASE 

NEWBAS11 .ASM: Custom patches for all dBASE versions 

VDBTYPE .ASM: Use the CP/M TYPE Command on normal & squeezed 
files 


-FOG/CPM.007: Games for any CP/M computer 
//CPMO07 .DOC: 

/0CT/85 

DEEPSPCE .BAS: Adventure-like game 

DOGSTAR .BAS: Adventure-type game 

FIGHTER .BAS: Target game 

GUSHER .COM: Strategy game 

LOSTGOLD .BAS: Adventure-type game 

MONOP =.BAS: ~Single-player Monopoly game 
MONOP =. DOC: 

MONOPD .DAT: Monopoly data file 

SPACEADV .BAS: (like Startrek) 

SURVIVAL .BAS: Adventure-type game 

ZCHESS .COM: 280 chess game 


-FOG/CPM.008: Osborne 1 Source code for BIOS and ROM 

//CPMO08 .DOC: These files released by OCC for the exclusive 
use by FOG members. See RELEASE .TXT for de- 
tails. You need ACT80 compiler from Sorcim to 


/0CT/85 : compile these files! 
BI10S141 .GEN: Instructions for assembling the Osborne 1 BIOS 
with ACT80 


OCCBIOOS .ASM: Include file for BIOS 
OCCBI01S .ASM: °° 
OCCBIO2S . ASM: 
OCCBIO35 . ASM: 
OCCBIO45 . ASM: 
OCCBIOSS . ASM: 
OCCBIOGS . ASM: 
OCCBIO7S . ASM: 
OCCBIO8S . ASM: 
OCCBIO9S .ASM: '* 
OCCRAM15 .ASM: = ** 
OCCRAM2S .ASM: '' 


November, 1985 


OCCTXT6 .AST: Messages and constants for this BIOS version 

RELEASE .TXT: Release from Osborne Computer Corp 

ROM144 ASM: Source code for 1.44 ROM 

TRAN .TXT: Instructions for assembling the 1.44 ROM 
version 


eee eens 


Want to Advertise? 


Advertising rates, effective March 1, 1985 are: 


full page 7.5"x9.5" $550.00 
half page 3.25” x 9.5" $300.00 

7.5" x 4" $325.00 
quarter page 3.25" x 4” $150.00 
eighth page 3.25" x 2” $ 75.00 
For Sale* 3.25” x 1” $ 25.00 


* Limit one For Sale per month 


Space reservation is made by payment for space and must 
be done at least two months prior to desired cover month. Art 
work must be received at the FOG office at least one month 
prior to desired cover month. For further information, call 
(415) 755-2000. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


AUTUMN SALE 


LAP Portable Computer. 
The Ultra® Osborne® 3. 
RUNS: Lotus® dBase® MS-Dos® V2.11. 


512K RAM 
$8 94 

2 X360 DSDD Drives.f 
80x 16 LCD = 
Screen. 
Full Movement 
Keyboard, Optional. 
25 x 80 Monitor Driver $ 100-00 

Osbome® Vixen. $894.00 

Printer 100 c.p.s. $199.00. 


Cail “COMPUTERS” — 
212-732-2258 


PUBLIC DOMAIN SOFTWARE COPYING CO. 
33 Gold Street, New York, N.Y. 10038 
Brief Catalogue & sample Disk (2 sided) $12. 
MS Dos CP/M C-64 Appie Il. Major Charge Cards. 
Call us about rentals, Telex/Twix and bulk disks. 


Call us for current computer prices. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


PRESTO! : 


Add the power and convenience of 
four useful desktop functions to just 
about any software you use. How? 
Let's say you're using your word 
processor and need to do a few quick 
calculations. You don't have to exit 
the program or reach for your pocket 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Adds new 
features to 


Multi-Function 


Software any software 
Supercharger package 


*Notepad: A screen-oriented text editor that uses Wordstar commands and 
can be used within most existing CP/M software. The notepad can read and 
search disk files and save data to disk. Sample applications provide index card 
(Rolodex™-type) functions, an ASCII chart and an appointment book. 


*Timepad: On clock-equipped machines, displays current time and date, and a 
calendar for any month and year. The stop watch function allows event timing, 


and an alarm clock is available to ring the bell at a preassigned time no matter 
what other computing you're doing. PRESTO! supports many third-party clock 
boards as well as Kaypro and Osborne Exec factory built-in clocks, 


calculator — just press a key and 
without leaving your word 
processor... PRESTO! ...a window 
opens on-screen and a calculator 
appears! When you're finished 
crunching numbers, just hit a key and 
you're back to your word processor. 
PRESTO! will bring added power and 
productivity to virtually any software. 
Order PRESTO! now and add 
the features you want to the 
software you use! 


eCalculator: Two major sets of functions are provided by PRESTO's 
calculator. It operates as a standard four function, three memory floating point 
calculator with a seven digit display and it's a programmers calculator featuring a 
number of special functions like negate, compliment, and logical operations as 
well as binary, decimal, octal, hexidecimal and character modes. 


Screen Dump: Send anything you see on the screen to your printer or to a 
disk file. Print screen images of your favorite software packages for later 
reference or patch software screens directly into Wordstar™ files. 


PRESTO! is just $39.95 and is available for all Kaypro and Osborne CP/M computers 


™ Disk Format Conversion Utility 


Now your computer can read, write and format 
disks from other computers for less than $40 


te ) NEW VERSIONS! MORE FORMATS! MORE FEATURES! 
With MEDIA MASTER your computer can exchange programs (CP/M-to-CP/M) or data files with most popular computers 


including the IBM-PC. New versions support hard disks, RAM disks, user areas and more. Now available for Kaypro Il, 
2, 2X, IV, 4 & 10, Osborne 1 and Executive, Zenith Z100, and IBM-PC and -IBM compatibles (like the 
Kaypro 16). Coming soon for Sanyo 555. Single-sided versions support 40 disk formats and double-sided versions 
support more than 70 formats. All versions of MEDIA MASTER are $39.95. Call or write for full compatibility information. 
Complete Business Graphics Toolkit 
New version 3.00 adds word processor 
Cin ran integration, box, line and circle drawing 
.modes and much more! Still just $79.95 
REMBRANDT gives you three powerful and easy-to-use tools which unleash the graphics power built into your computer. 
BOARD is a full-screen graphics editor which lets you create free hand drawings on-screen. GRAPH builds bar charts, 
pie charts and xy plots from hand-entered data or directly from data files generated by MBASIC, dBase Il, spreadsheets 
and most other programs. BRIEF creates slide shows on-screen using “cinematic” special effects with absolutely no 
programming required. REMBRANDT is complete with printer routines that allow. graphics to be printed out on virtually any 
dot-matrix or daisy wheel printer. The REMBRANDT Business Graphics Toolkit is available for all Osborne CP/M 
computers and for Kaypro CP/M computers with factory graphics (i.e. Kaypro 2-84, 2X, 4-84, 4E, 10, 12X, and Robie). 
ORDERING INFORMATION: include $3 per order for postage/handling. Overseas airmail add $10. US funds only. 


California residents add 6% tax [LA County, add 6.5%). 
For further information, technical questions or 


to place COD or credit card orders, call 818-716-1655 


FOR ORDERS ONLY CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS: 800-824-7888 (Ask for Operator 407) 
Alaska, Hawall: 800-824-7919 (Ask for Operator 407) 
For more information, a free brochure (including sample printouts, and REMBRANDT reviews by Peter McWilllams and others], or to order, contact: 
SS — a — a — 


22458 Ventura Bivd., Suite E 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 


Dealer inquines invited 
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OSBORNE 1 


Media Master Patch 


for DSDD Nuevo Upgrade 
by Jack Kryst 


I have the highest regard for the two-sided, double density 
upgrade from Nuevo Electronics. The 780K divided between 
the two new drives has made my life easier. The only regret 
was that | lost the use of Media Master. My computing work 
and play requires the transfer of disks between several IBM 
(actually COMPAQ) machines and my O-1. Nuevo advised that 
they are working on the capability to read MS-DOS formats but 
it is not ready yet. 

To the rescue came the following patch for Media Master. It 
came to me by way of Shar Feldheim from the Twin City 
Osborne Group and it appears to work. It still requires the use 
of single-sided formats for both the 0-1 and the other format. | 
have tested it on MS-DOS.2 running on a COMPAQ portable 
and not found any problem. | have not tested it on any other 
Media Master formats. 

DG/Systems sends Media Master to you in two versions; 
MM.COM, which is the complete program; and 
MM2.COM/MMFMT.COM, which is a split program for CP/M 
systems that might have memory space problems. The patch 
below is for MM.COM. | have not looked at modifying the other 
programs. 

Begin by making a copy of your Media Master COM file, 
MM.COM. Put it and a copy of DDT.COM on a bootable disk. 
The description below assumes that both DDT and MM (and 
eventually the modified MM.COM program) are on drive A. If 
you are doing this differently then you will need to use the cor- 
rect drive designators before any of the filenames. In any 
Case, you will need a spare 37K to put the modified program 
after the patch is installed. 

After you boot-up, the session should look like this: 


A> DDT MM.COM > 
DDT VERS 2.2 

NEXT PC 

9300 0100 

- $8295 5 

-8295 80 88.2 
-8296 CD. 

- $82FED 

-82FE AO ABD 
-82FF CD. 


- November, 1985 


A) SAVE 146 MMTEST.COM O 
Ay 


(Boldface is what you enter. © = carriage return.) 


Run MMTEST.COM. If you're satisfied with it then rename it 
to whatever pleases you. 

The licensing agreement that came with my copy of Media 
Master has no restrictions on modifying the program. You may 


wish to check yours. 
eee e8 888 


ADVERTISEMENT 


FRIENDLY and Fas ¥ 

+ @re you sick of studying programs. 

and tired of fighting the machine? 

Then try these casy-to-oporste programe. 
which I wrote in anger eix yeare ago -- angry 
that the machine wouldn't keep ite promise. 
Now you can knock out a letter quickly, or 
keep your list, or track your expenses. 


For beginner ... cspecially if you are not 
the world’s fastest typiet. For home usc. 


WREDIT writes/edite clean text ........ s79 
MAILIT keeps your list, does labele ... S49 
BANKIT tracke income/outgo, makes bille S49 
Other variatione also available on request. 
Package of all three programe for $149.95. 
(California residents add 7% sales tax) 


Send check or money order, and toll me your 
computer and printer brande and modols. 

Ben Gardiner, 159-A Noe St... San Francisco 
94114. (415) 626-1245 v.. 626-1246 modem. 


MOVING? 


Please help the FOGHORN move with you. 
Send your membership number and new address to: 


P.0. “Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Membership number: 
Name: 


New address: 


a dk 9 et a 


Please write clearly and give FOG 4 weeks notice to ensure un- 
interrupted delivery. FOG cannot be responsible for 
undelivered FOGHORNS. 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 


EDUCATE YOUR OSBORNE! 


e - Subscribe Now to 
THE PORTABLE Companion! 


FOR OSBORNE COMPUTER USERS 


Can you teach an Osborne new tricks? You can get the most from your invest- 
ment in your Osborne computer by subscribing to THE portasLE Companion. 
This magazine is distributed by subscription only, so order today! 


: ° : : NED”) PE 
purtable fed Ase Portshie 
‘Companion f Ce re 


Send me six issues of The Portable Companion for $25, payment enclosed, 


OR & Bill me $28 for six Issues of The Portable Companion. 
C Foreign (prepaid US $$): Canada & Mexico $35/six issues, overseas $50/six issues (airmail). 


Payment by charge card: O Visa O Mastercard Exp. date 


Cad# stern # 


Signature required: TOTAL ORDER: $ 


Name 

Company 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

1 Check if you do not want promotional mailings. 


, Make checks payable to Portable Companion. Otter expires 12/31/85 
®@ Subscription Dept.: 42680 Christy St., Fremont, CA 94538. 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for processing. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


WordStar Printer Problems Solved 


Were you influenced in choice of printers because the dealer 


SETDEF: A Disk could make it produce lovely designs? Does your printer have built- 

in math symbols which you have never been able to use? Does the 

Search Order Prog ram printer manual list five type styles but you have only been able to 
patch WordStar to use only three or four of them? To quote Alan 

‘by Peter Cole Chattaway in his review (July, 1985 FOGHORN): “If you need 


: fd any kind of enhancement to WordStar, this is the one.” He also said 
Have you ever tried to run a program only to have CP/M say but the ads don’t do [FLASHPRINT!] justice.” 


? when that °#&%%* # program was already on the other (non- 


default) drive? Then maybe SETDEF is for you. Here are a few special characters 
SETDEF is a 4K-long program that is part of the software which have been designed for the 

package that came with your Executive. It is used to do sev- Epson and several other printers: 

eral things but | would like to talk only about its ability to set at ee eB oe 


the search order of finding files. Sty Ey, ts @, @ 


Let's say you want your Executive to look on the default 


eae ae bie : Y int sed ti 1 
drive first and if it doesn’t find it there then look on drive A and Sey en Oe ee ee 


lastly look on drive.B. To do this run SETDEF with a command = os sepa brie : etek ane = x peed 
tail as shown below: printer allows. With FLASHPRINT!! 
SETDEF *.A:.B: . you will also have full control 
over Suveecece4Pt= and suvecript= aS 

There are some inconveniences that you must consider be- well as true underline and control 
fore using this scheme however. If you specify the drive in the of color ribbons! 
file name (ie. A:XXXX) or if the file name is part of a command : o 
tail (i.e. WS XXXX) then the search order is not used. If there is With FLASHPRINT!! you can print anything your printer is 


no disk in one of the drives checked then you will get a CP/M .capable of producing. Enter four characters into the beginning of 
error message asking if you want to check the disk drive your file and produce a letterhead created from graphic characters. 
again. If you answer no then that ends the search. SETDEF | Emphasize your thoughts by mixing bold, elite, condensed, ex- 
only changes the operating system in RAM and not on the boot panded, and proportional characters in a single sentence. Under- 


¢ 4 ‘4 score (including the blanks between words) or underline your text 
disk. This means that you must run SETDEF every time you while inserting boats, cars, and Greek symbols into your letter. 


boot. F : FLASHPRINT!! makes it possible to do all of the characters and 
The rest is for hackers only. | found the search order in RAM | symbols shown above with only one or two keystrokes. 
Starting at address F8E8h and in CPM3.SYS at address There’s more. With FLASHPRINT!! you can design virtually 


O668h. The first byte is the first drive checked, the second unlimited special function keys. FLASHPRINT!! is supplied with 
byte is the next drive checked, and so on until FFh is found or complete instructions on how to design your own characters and in- 
until a maximum of 4 bytes have been checked. Initially the 4 stall them into you customized WordStar — for any printer. 


bytes are 00h, FFh, FFh, FFh. The byte values used are: FLASHPRINT!! requires no modification to WordStar. Simply 
4 copy the FLASHPRINT!! file to your WordStar-disk and run it. It 
00h = Default Drive 


comes installed for the most popular dot matrix printers. 


Oth = Drive A Any special requirements? Not really. You need a printer and 
02h = Drive B WordStar (versions 2.26, 3.0, or 3.3). FLASHPRINT!! is available 
etc. in all of the popular disk formats including the 8” SSSD IBM for- 
FFh = End Search mat. Please be sure to specify required disk format and operating 
nee ystem. G dt k back. 
If you are writing programs then the search order can be sale icine ai adel aa Raat Lule 
read or set using BDOS function 49 (31h) using an offset of CP/M version: $49.95 
4Ch to 4Fh. 
eeeesese MS-DOS version: $69.% 
; For either version, add $5.00 shipping and handling 
California residents MUST add 6.5% sales tax Cc 
FLASHLITE SOFTWARE 
P. O. Box 2179 * Daly City, CA 94017 * (415) 994-8282 | 
i 
a a a ee i 
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Improving the Osborne 


Executive Hardware 
by Larry Crooks 


| have recently been delving into the hardware of the 
Osborne Executive and would like to pass on the results of my 
experience. 

The dimming of the Executive's power-on light during disk 
accesses always annoyed me since this implied that the 
power supply to the disk is not well regulated. 


C3, C4. Cap-Ceramic 4700pF +-20% 400VAC 


C5, C7, Cap-Electrolytic 100s4F +-20% 250V 


C6, C8 Cap-Electrolytic 47424F +—10% 250V 
C9___CCap—Ellectrolytic 220s2F +-20% 10V 
C10. Cap-Ceramic 0,01j2F +-20% 100V Z5U 
CH Cap-Ceramic 470pF +-20% 3KV Z5P 
C12 Cap-Ceramic O01F +-20% 1KV Z5U 
Cl4, C16. Cap-P 0.22F +-10% 100V 

CHS. Cap-P 0,022p4F +-20% 100V 

C17, C18. Cap-Electrolytic 1000:4F +-20% 16V 
C19, C20. Cap-Electrolytic 2200iF +-25% 10V 


Ci, C25. Cap-Electrolytic 100jzF +-20% 25V. 
C22, C23, C24_Cap-Blectrolytic 2200s4F +-20% 16V SM 


When | purchased the technical manual | looked over the 3, C12 Covers made of Shrink Tube ID-13MM Thick = 03MM 

power supply schematic diagram only to find that the voltage be —— stg 

. . . . 2C' 
regulation portion of the supply could not possibly work as in- | p3 “Rect RGPIOM 
dicated. The connections of resistors 24-28 made no sense. D4 Rect RGP15B 

entually took out the power supply and compared i DS, D10, Dil___Diode-SI_ 1N4606 
h ! ch iy Th p b sa y d pie a re D6, D7 Rect-SCK CTB-24 
the schematic. There are a num er of wire crossings t atare | pe Diode-SCK SI0SC3M 
actually connections and two wires that are missed com- | D12, Dis____Rect IN4001GP 
pletely. Once | had corrected the schematic | also found errors | 7°'———Briee, Sake 
in the parts list and have corrected it too. See Figure 1. ic 12 Regulator MC7912C 

I will send copies of these to anyone interested who sendsa | 11, L2_____Toroid 
self-addressed stamped 4” x 9” envelope to this address: E6______=-= Biss Choke 22}0H 
‘ L4 Choke 15mH 
5439 Sacramento Avenue » am, ner 7 
. uber joke Coil Assy 
Richmond, CA 94804 Ql TRS-NPN 2SD467 
Qe TRS-NPN 2SCI325A 
COMPONENT VALUES ON POWER SUPPLY BOARD 3 TRS-PNP 2SR56! 
Q4 IC TL431CLP Programmable Precision Reference 
a 7 Ri, R2 Res-Thermistor 4KQ +-20% 

Gireuib Codes Description R3. R4 Res~MOF 100KQ +-5% IW 
Ct, C13 Cap-MPR 0.01j4F +-20% 250VAC R5_____—sRes-MOF 330 +-5% 2W red 
C2. Gap-MPR 0.1pF +-20% 250VAC R6. __Res-CF 8200 +-5% 1/4W 


Figure 1 


94,7,4 & tes 


Osborne Executive Pawer 


1935 


Tune 
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R7, RY, Ri2__Res-CF 5.60 +-5% 1/4W 


R8. Res-OF 47Q +-5% 1/4W 
R10. Res-CF 100 +-5% 1/4W 
Rit, Res-MF 0.470 +-5% 1W 
Ris. Res-MOF 1200 +-5% IW 
Ri4 Res-MF 10 5W 

RIS, Res-CF 270 +-5% 1/4W 
R16, R17 Res-CF 2700 +-5% 1/2W 
Rig. Res-CF 8.20 +-5% 1/4W 
Rig. Res-CF 3302 +-5% 1/4W 
R20, R21 Res-CF 560 +-5% 1/4W 
R22 Res-CF 12KQ +-5% 1/4W 
R23 Res-CF 4700 +-5% 1/4W 
R24. Res-MF 4.7KQ +-2% 1/4W 
R25, Res-MF 22K0 +-2% 1/4W 
R26. Res-MF 4.7KQ +-1% 1/4W 
RQ, RW. Res-CF 68KQ +-5% 1/4W 
R29. Res-CF 120 +-5% 1/4W 
SCR Silicon Contro] Rectifier C122U 
Ti______—_ Common Mode Tif Assy 
T2_.—s——C «Power Trf Assy 

TS. Control Ti! Assy (J/V) 
TBi___Wafer SCCT 
TB2___. __— Wafer 2630-13 

21 Diode-Zener 5.6y +~5% .040mA 


Please let me know if any mistakes are found in the correc- 
tions. The supply regulates output voltage V2 while the disks 
are connected to V3 so the voltage drop is not surprising. 

l also recently experienced a problem with the video mon- 
itor. The horizontal output would fail (display collapses to a 
vertical line and fades away) but would return when it cooled 
off. This seemed to be a repeat of the poorly-soidered termi- 
nals on the horizontal output transistor which | fixed once be- 
fore as suggested by Jim Switz in the FOGHORN (Vol. Ill #8 
page 44-45). 

A quick inspection revealed nothing, so | reheated the sol- 
der joints and tried again. The problem returned the next day. | 
decided to get a spare horizontal output transistor for the next 
repair attempt. The numbers on the transistor were not listed 
in the Sylvania ECG replacement cross reference guide (available 
at television repair parts suppliers). | looked through the avail- 
able horizontal output transistors and chose the ECG379 as 
having the same case, a reasonable current gain and peak op- 
erating voltage. This transistor worked fine but the problem 
was still present. 

A careful inspection of the entire printed circuit board re- 
vealed that the terminals on the input to the horizontal driver 
transformer (TX101 next to the output transistor) had poor 
solder connections. Resoldering these terminals cured the 
problem. This transformer is driven by a 20 volt 15750 Hz 
square wave and runs very hot, so the solder on these termi- 
nals may tend to soften. 

Note these repairs should be done only by technically- 
experienced people as high voltage is present on the CRT. The 
metal cover over the monitor can be removed by loosening the 
screw on the left side and removing the screw on the top and 
the two on the back. Full access to the monitor PC board re- 
quires discharging the high voltage and removal of the CRT 
(four screws around its face). Once it is loose, its socket and 
HV connector are removed. Next the two plugs connecting the 
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deflection yoke to the PC board are removed, releasing the 
CRT. The PC connection to the flyback transformer can now 
be removed. Four plastic expansion posts hold the board in 


place (the bottom back post is tough to release). Once re-. 


leased, the PC board can be folded back for access to the sol- 
der side while still connected to the remaining bundle of wires. 
Success feels good, the monitor is working fine as | com- 


pose this article. 2 . 
eoeoeeees eo 6 


An Index to the Third =: 
Year of the FOGHORN 

The following is a listing of all the articles and and most of 

the letters in Volume Four of the FOGHORN. See the FOG MEM- 


BER MERCHANDISE for information on ordering any of these 
issues. ; bitin 
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DISKS 5 1/2 " -- Sold by the Box 


(ae Side Daubie Density 
axel] 15/box 22.00 _ 
2. Memorex 10/box 16.00 
3. Verbatim 10/box 18.00 
Datalife 7 
Double Side Double Density 
4. Maxell . £5/box 27.00 _ 
5. Memorex. {0/box 21.00 
6. Verbatim 10/box 22.00 


Datalite 
100 % GUARANTEE ON DISK QUALITY 
NO QUESTIONS ASKED 
To exchange-return disk & invoice 


PAPER -- Sold by the Box 


9 1/2 x 11 White 
7. Invisible Perf 27.00 


20 4 2500 sheets 
@ ~ 8. apie g Perf 22.00 
# 2500 sheets 


14 7/8 : 11 Green Bar 
9. Standard Perf 33.00 
{8 # 2800 sheets 


TOTAL PRODUCT AMOUNT ....cceeeue 
Calif residents add 6% Tax sscee 


SHIPPING: , 
First disk box ....., 3:00 
Each added disk box ie 


Paper per box 00 — 
IF you order COD add 2. 00 Ties 
TOTAL AMGUNT DUE .. ccc. cece ee aee 


Send check and order: to: 


Ha ee aces SERVICES 
BONITA, cA 92002-0673 


Customer Service: 

(619) 479-6131 
M-Th épm to 9pm Pacific Time 
Sat Bam to 10am Pacific Time 


ORDERS ONLY ANY TIME: 
CONT. USA (800) 622-6789 EXT. 123 
IN CALIF. (800) 354- 6900 EXT, 123 
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WHAT DO YOU DO IF 
YOUR KEYBOARD 
DIES? 

1. Spend $150 to have it fixed. 

2. Work around it. 

3. Spend $35 with me and have 

a spare in your closet. 
FITS EITHER OCC-1's OR EXEC 


didHO J1NLS GOOD 


2440 16th Street #136 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
(416)431-8373 dam—Sam 

(other times catch as can) 

Includea UPS, shipping & handling 
Cal Residents add 6 1/2% tax 
ALL ITEMS-90 day WARRANTY 
NO C.0.D."’s or CREDIT CARDS 
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FOR SALE 


BUY OSDEX NOW — SAVE $4.00 


Osdex, Comprehensive Index. Key to the blue Osborne | 
User's Reference Guide. Over 2,000 entries. Cross- 


referenced. 64 pp. 


ONLY $4.95 plus $1.00 
postage and handling per 
book. (regular $8.95) 


Periscope Press 
P.O. Box 6926 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 


BREAKTHROUGH IM LEARNING TURDO PASCAL! Borland’e Turbo Paccel has taken the 
coftvare {nduatry by atorm with ita epeed, epecial featurea, and low price. It 
fa light-yeara ahead of any BASIC. EXPLORING PASCAL(te) now opena up thie 
vonderful world to {ndividuele of Mnlted programming experfence. In six 
coherent, davn-to-earth leagona, EXPLORIKG PASCAL {introduces all the 
fundanentela of acreen dioplay, keyboard input, loope, tests, procedures, 
functiona, earraya, files, and more. Each concept {a explained in simple teraa 
and then demonstrated through a cerlea of entertetning, Interactive routines. 
There fa even a quiz at the end of each leasaon to help you gauge your 
progrena. All of thia comes on diak, ready to run. Ko prior programaing 
experience necded. Availoble in CP/K and MS-DOS, Only $49.95. Congentel 
Softvere, 203 Weat 16th Street, Lumberton, HC 28358. Phone (919) 739-3793, 


daneck: CP/R Software 

Two Column Formattor $48, ANOVA Package $200, Goif 
Game( rea. MBASIC ) $40, 1/0 8@82a Assembly Lan- 
gQuape Package $75. Send Check or Money Grder to 
P.O. Box 303, Racine,WI 53401 & Specify Computer 
Disk Format. 


TEACH YOUR COMPUTER HOW TO PROGRAM YOU 
For Greater Success, Health, Happiness, and Prosperity using 
the powerful, proven technique of affirmations! Order your 
copy of AFFIRM! today, for only $49.95, or write for further 
information. California residents add 6 '/2% sales tax. Available 
for most popular CP/M, Z80 systems, including Osborne 1. 
A life enhancement program from SINGULAR SOFTWARE 
4163 Jackson Avenue, Culver City, CA 90232 


Osborne 1 For Sale 
Tan case with printer cable, telephone modem, Nuevo Elec- 
tronic’s double density upgrade and software which includes 
financial fastrax, SuperCalc2 and GLAS — general ledger and 
payroll. $500. Call (818) 280-8971, ask for John or Lynda 
Tapp. 


For Sale 
We bought a quantity of Vixens and Osborne 3s, intending 
to sell them at special prices. Dealers are also invited. | will 
not be undersold! Please call us if you can use one or more of 
these fine machines. Mr. D. B. Johnson, (212) 732-2258. 
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Osborne Software For Sale 


dBASE II Version 2.3b with tutorial $195 
Fancy Fonts Version 1.7 $125 
Personal Pear! Version 1.02 $79 
Amcall Version 2.06 with Osborne Modem $69 
Money Maestro Version 1.64 $39 
Milestone Version 1.08 $39 


Call Marvin at (408) 251-1249 
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Osborne 1 For Sale 
Single density, 52 column, with original software. First 
class shape. Built in December 1982. Selling because | now 
have a double density and don’t need two. Money back guar- 
antee. Contact Douglas Presley, 4827 Bucknell, San Antonio, 
TX 78249, (512) 690-9227. 
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Osborne Executive For Sale 
Exec with all original software plus updated version of Per- 
sonal Pearl (Ver. 1.10), updated version of dBASE II (Ver. 2.43 
and Tutor), Docket from Microcraft, SmartKey-SmartPrint, 
Checks and Balances and Matthew Bender's Probate System, 
and more. $900. Call Marty (8 18) 793-6774, days; (818) ia 


1426 evenings and weekends. 
e@essens8 


Personal Pearl For Sale 
Unregistered, never touched, make offer. A. Dover, 887 
Smith Rd., Watsonville, CA 95076. (408) 728-2817. 


COMPUTER SYSTEM FOR SALE 
VUCUOTCEECRDES RET ECOHO RAPER e SESE ETUC SEAT OR TAU A STOR DER O Re AH HEP LEED 


Oshocne 1 ccs) Computer Systes - original owner, many improvements 


Drtzina: features: G4k ARAM, Internal S$" nonitor, two double density 
S" drives. serail port, modem port. parable! port 


Bardwere added fueva double density card. Osborne 80 column card 
UST Li" amber monitor, Osborne modem and Tandon 
(Shugart-compatibie) drives in place of original ones 
Cor greater reliability, 


inciuies ariainit sattwere CP/if operating system, Supercalc, Word- 
Star. Marimerse and soma ganes 


Sattwice uparades: VordstarsMailmerge upgraded to version 3.3 


NOTE 1EM PC compatibility ts achievable by purchase ef Uniform tor 
the IBM and compatiblas (rom Micro Solutions at a cost of #78.00 


Prices $800.00 firm 


Tt interested, contact: David Aukamp 813~733-7178¢ or 7474 
Dunedin 


© Business line with ansvering machine 
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Electronic Thesaurus Now Compatible 
With More Word Processing Packages 

Word Finder (previously Synonym Finder), a 90,000 word 
electronic thesaurus from Writing Consultants is now avail- 
able for MS/PC-DOS computers and WordStar versions 3.0 to 
3.3 on CP/M. It now works inside a range of word processing 
packages, including Microsoft Word, Word Perfect, WordStar 
2000, Pfs-Write, as well as WordStar and Multimate. 

At $124.95, Word Finder looks up synonyms while the user 
is working in the word processing program. To find the most 
appropriate word, put the cursor on the word to be changed, 
enter the command and a list of synonyms appears in a win- 
dow. Pick the one you want, and it automatically replaces the 
old one, retaining punctuation and capitalization. Word Finder 
also works along with other popular background utilities like 
Sidekick and SmartKey. 

It is available from computer and software dealers, book 
Stores or from Writing Consultants, 11 Creek Bend Drive, 
Fairport, New York, 14450; telephone (800) 828-6293 or (7 16) 
377-0130. 
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Osborne, Tigermark Deal on 
Distribution and Product Development 

Osborne Computer Corporation and Tigermark Corp. have 
just completed a deal where OCC will sell the Tigermark line of 
IBM and Apple microcomputer peripherals and Tigermark will 
be a U.S. distributor for Osborne. 

Tigermark also will design and manufacture a line of 
peripherals for Osborne computers — the first being a secu- 
rity board for the Vixen whereby it will be impossible to boot 
the system until a user-defined password is entered. A 
compatible clock/calendar also will record the time and date 
that any unauthorized attempt is made to enter the system. 

Contact: Chodie McReynolds, OCC, 42680 Christy St, Fre- 
mont, CA 94538; phone: (415) 490-6885. 


The Tussman Program — 
Accounting Software for Lawyers 

The Tussman Program is a billing/accounting software 
program written specifically for small and medium size law of- 
fices by practicing California lawyer, David Tussman. At 
$695, it has everything programs costing thousands of dollars 
have and includes all the features that many offer only as op- 
tions, including calendaring, trust accounting, general ledger 
and extensive reporting capabilities. It also is backed up by an 
800-number support line. 
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The program is easily installed, the average user can be up 
and running in minutes and it can be adapted for use by gen- 
eral practitioners as well as specialists in fields such as family 
law, probate, and personal injury. It is available for most CP/M 
and MS-DOS systems, including the IBM PC and compatibles, 
using either floppies or hard disk. Contact David Tussman 
(415) 845-1548 for more information. 


Merchandiser 3.0 Software 
Package Now Available 

Merchandiser 3.0, the latest version of the compiled dBASE 
Il program package for computer dealers and other retail out- 
lets, is now available from U.S. Digital Corp. Merchandiser has 
three modules in one — counter sales, inventory management 
and customer mailing lists — and version 3.0 has enhance- 
ments such as a 15 digit product code, a negative 
inventory/back order feature and a code to unlock the cash 
drawer. 

The price is $595 with a dealer cost of $300 and an 
additional $100 discount for retailers using Merchandiser in 
their stores. Current Merchandiser owners can get the 3.0 
demo for $10, the upgrade kit for $20 and a new manual for 
$20. 

Contact U.S. Digital Corp., 5687-H S.E. International Way, 
Portland, OR 97222; phone: (503) 654-0668. 


Education Software Digest 
Increases Publication Frequency 

The professional reference source for educational software, 
The Digest of Software Reviews: Education has increased its dis- 
tribution frequency from a calendar-year quarterly to a 
school-year monthly. Beginning Vol. 4, it will be distributed ev- 
ery school month, making a total of nine issues a year. 

During the 1985/86 school year, The Digest will provide in- 
formation and reviews on hundreds of new education software 
programs, drawn from more than 1200 periodicals (50 percent 
more than its previous quarterly). More information is avail- 
able from The Digest Of Software Reviews: Education, 301 West 
Mesa, Fresno, CA 93704; phone: (209) 431-8300. 


@eseeess 


Want Back Issues? 


Please refer to FOG MEMBER MERCHANDISE in this issue for 
information on obtaining back issue copies of the FOGHORN. 
We maintain an inventory of back issues because the informa- 


tion contained in them can save you hours of aggravation! 
eseeeen te 0 
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Decision on whether or not to discontinue the FOG 
t-shirts will depend on members’ interest. These T- 


“Best of Volume 2’ ($10.00 including Third Class 
postage) has been released. 


Prices of FOG merchandise 
Individual FOGHORN Issues: 


shirts are soft blue in color with the FOG logo in The FOG Starter Disk is available in two formats. Volume | (remaining stock) .. $1.50 ea. 
black and are Hanes 100% cotton. They are cut The double density version is on a single disk ($4.00 Volume Il (remaining stock) .. $1.50 ea. 
large to allow for shrinkage. Sizes currently avail- including shipping); the single density version is on Volume Ill (twelve issues) ... $1.50 ea. 


able are small (34-36) and medium (38-40). We are 
out of stock on the large and X-large sizes. The price 
is $7.50 each including shipping. 


two disks ($4.00 per disk including shipping). The 
programs on these disks will change as better ver- 
sions become available but will always be the pro- 


Volume IV... cs. eee eee eee 
Best of Volume | . 
Best of Volume Il 


The FOG Disk Library Directory ($5.00 including grams needed to use other programs from the FOG Single Density Starter Disk (two) ... $8.00 
shipping) lists the disks which have been released Disk Library and FOG RCP/M systems. Please be Double Density Starter Disk (one) . . $4.00 
by the librarians. The directory has a description of sure to specify the format you require. In the event Copies of FOG Disk Library: 
the files on each disk. Updates to this directory will that no format is specified, we will ship Osborne less than tendisks ........ $4.00 ea. 
no longer be available. As soon as the revamping of double density. tenor more disks ......... $3.00 ea. 
the library is completed, a new directory will be an- There is currently about 300 disks in the library. If Library Directory ............ $5.00 ea. 
nounced. Target date is January, 1986. you cannot obtain a copy through your local group FOG T-shirts (Sm or Med) ...... $7.50 ea. 


Each November issue (number two) of the 
FOGHORN contains an index to the previous volume. 
We maintain a full inventory of back issues, either as 
individual issues or as part of a “Best of" issue. See 
Chart below for prices. 

in September of each year we release a compila- 
tion of all issues of a previous volume. “Best of Vol- 
ume 1°" ($5.00 including shipping) was released in 
1984. This 54 page issue carries all the articles of 
volume one and has no advertising. The 184 page 
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or RCP/M, you may order directly from the FOG of- 
fice. Your order must specify which disk you want by 
including the FOG Disk Library number. We cannot 
fill special requests for specific programs from sev- 
eral disks. The price of the disks is $4.00 per disk 
for less than ten disks and $3.00 for ten or more. 
The price includes shipping. Unless a note as to 
which format is desired is included, we will ship 
Osborne single or double density format. 
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To order any of these items, please send your pay- 
ment to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474. You must include your membership-account 
number. If shipment cannot be made, your check will 
be returned or a refund will be sent. 
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Member ¢ 


o Noe 362 
Member Nos : 
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FOG has been formed as a User's Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M disk operating system with related software. In December of 
1984, there were over 15,000 members from around the world. Most attend meetings at over 300 locations. : 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive, all models of the Morrow MicroDecision, the Zorba, 
all models of the KayPro, the Televideo, the Micromate, the Lobo Max, the Osborne Vixen, and many others. Special interest groups being organized to augment a network of 
local group meetings include dBASE Il, ham radio, Personal Pearl, etc. , 

Dues In FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member toa copy of the FOGHORN each month as well as access to the disk library and the RBBS-RCP/M network systems. 
Local group meetings are open to the public without charge although access to the disk library is restricted to the membership. The FOG Disk Library contains only software 
copyrighted for the public domain. Piracy (the copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. 

In the United States, the FOGHORN is normally mailed by non-profit bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has obtained Its non-profit, tax exempt status 
from both the state and federal governments.) For those who live out of the U.S., or those who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, additional postage must be added to 
the annual dues. See the chart on page 2 for details. ; 


CUT HERE 


NAME: 


Company (if part of mailing address); 


ADDRESS: 
CITY: 
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STATE: —_ SCZ or MAIL. CODE: _______ COUNTRY: 
HOME & WORK PHONES: 
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MEMBER OF WHICH LOCAL GROUP? 
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IPI TRE a ig SP a eet ee Ne 
MODEMTYPE? PRINTER TYPE? 
INTERESTS? 
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Send this completed application AND your payment to: FOG 


P. 0. Box 3474 
Be sure to include any required postage surcharge. Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
Your membership card will be sent by 1st class mail. United States of America 


Phone: (415) 755-2000 
a 
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